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Black Sox Scandal
The Black Sox Scandal took place around
and during the play of the American
baseball 1919 World Series. Eight members
of the Chicago White Sox were banned for
life from baseball for intentionally losing
games, which allowed the Cincinnati Reds
to win the World Series. The conspiracy was
the brainchild of White Sox first baseman
Arnold "Chick" Gandil, who had
longstanding ties to petty underworld
figures. He persuaded Joseph "Sport"
Sullivan, a friend and professional gambler,
that the fix could be pulled off. New York
gangster Arnold Rothstein supplied the
money through his lieutenant Abe Attell, a
former featherweight boxing champion.
Gandil enlisted several of his teammates,
motivated by a dislike of club owner
Charles Comiskey whom they perceived as
a tightwad, to implement the fix; Comiskey
had developed a reputation for underpaying
his players for years (under the MLB
reserve clause, players either had to take the
salary they were offered, or couldn't play
Major League Baseball, as they were
property of the original team, and no other
team was allowed to sign them).[1][2][3] All
of them were members of a faction on the
team that resented the more straight-laced
players on the squad, such as second
baseman Eddie Collins, a graduate of
Columbia College of Columbia University,
catcher Ray Schalk, and pitcher Red Faber.
By most contemporary accounts, the two
factions almost never spoke to each other on
or off the field, and the only thing they had
in common was a resentment of
Comiskey.[4]

The eight "Chicago Black Sox"

1919 Chicago White Sox team photo

Black Sox Scandal
Starting pitchers Eddie Cicotte and Claude "Lefty" Williams, outfielder Oscar "Happy" Felsch, and shortstop Charles
"Swede" Risberg were all principally involved with Gandil. Third baseman Buck Weaver attended a meeting where
the fix was discussed, but decided not to participate. He was later banned with the others for knowing of the fix but
not reporting it. Although he hardly played in the series, utility infielder Fred McMullin got word of the fix and
threatened to report the others unless he was in on the payoff. As a small coincidence, McMullin was a former
teammate of "Sleepy" Bill Burns, who had a minor role in the fix. Both played for the Los Angeles Angels of the
Pacific Coast League.[5] Star outfielder "Shoeless" Joe Jackson was also mentioned as a participant, though his
involvement is disputed.
Stories of the Black Sox scandal have usually included Comiskey as a villain, focusing in particular on his intentions
regarding a clause in Cicotte's contract that would have paid Cicotte an additional $10,000 bonus for winning 30
games. According to Eliot Asinof's account of the events, Eight Men Out, Cicotte was "rested" for the season's final
two weeks after reaching his 29th win, presumably to deny him the bonus. However, the record is perhaps more
complex. Cicotte won his 29th game on September 19, had an ineffective start on September 24, and was pulled after
a few innings in a tuneup on the season's final day, September 28 (the World Series beginning 3 days later).[6]
However, this story is probably true in reference to the 1917 season, when Cicotte won 28 games before being
benched.

Series
Even before the Series started on October 2, there were rumors among gamblers that the series was fixed, and a
sudden influx of money being bet on Cincinnati caused the odds against them to fall rapidly. These rumors also
reached the press box where a number of correspondents, including Hugh Fullerton of the Chicago Herald and
Examiner and ex-player and manager Christy Mathewson, resolved to compare notes on any plays and players that
they felt were questionable. Despite the rampant rumors, gamblers continued to wager heavily against the White
Sox.
However, most fans and observers were taking the series at face value. On October 2, the day of Game One, the
Philadelphia Bulletin published a poem which would quickly prove to be ironic:
Still, it really doesn't matter,
After all, who wins the flag.
Good clean sport is what we're after,
And we aim to make our brag
To each near or distant nation
Whereon shines the sporting sun
That of all our games gymnastic
Base ball is the cleanest one!
On the second pitch of the Series, Eddie Cicotte struck Cincinnati leadoff hitter Morrie Rath in the back, delivering a
pre-arranged signal confirming the players' willingness to go through with the fix.[7]
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Shoeless Joe Jackson

"Shoeless" Joe Jackson

The extent of Joe Jackson's part in the conspiracy remains controversial.
Jackson maintained that he was innocent. He had a Series-leading .375
batting average – including the Series' only home run – threw out five
baserunners, and handled 30 chances in the outfield with no errors. However,
he batted far worse in the five games that the White Sox lost, with a batting
average of .286 in those games (although this was still an above-average
batting average; the National and American Leagues hit a combined .263 in
the 1919 season[8]). Three of his six RBIs came in the losses, including the
aforementioned home run, and a double in Game 8 when the Reds had a large
lead and the series was all but over. Still, in that game a long foul ball was
caught at the fence with runners on second and third, depriving Jackson of a
chance to drive in the runners. Statistics also show that in the other games that
the White Sox lost, only five of Jackson's at-bats came with a man in scoring
position, and he advanced the runners twice.

One play in particular has been subjected to much scrutiny. In the fifth inning of Game 4, with a Cincinnati player on
second, Jackson fielded a single hit to left field and threw home. Chick Gandil, another leader of the fix, later
admitted to yelling at Cicotte to intercept the throw. The run scored and the White Sox lost the game 2–0.[9] Cicotte,
whose guilt is undisputed, made two errors in that fifth inning alone.
Another argument, presented in the book Eight Men Out, is that because Jackson was illiterate, he had little
awareness of the seriousness of the plot, and thus he consented to it only when Swede Risberg threatened him and
his family.
Years later, all of the implicated players said that Jackson was never present at any of the meetings they had with the
gamblers. Lefty Williams, Jackson's roommate, later said that they only brought up Jackson in hopes of giving them
more credibility with the gamblers.[7]
Williams, one of the "Eight Men Out," lost three games, a Series record. Dickie Kerr, who was not part of the fix,
won both of his starts. Cicotte bore down and won Game 7 of the best-of-9 Series; he was angry that the gamblers
were now reneging on their promises, as they claimed that all the money was in the hands of bookies. Sullivan then
paid infamous gangster Harry F to threaten to hurt Williams and his family if he didn't lose the last game.[10]

Fallout
The rumors dogged the White Sox throughout the 1920 season, as they battled the Cleveland Indians for the
American League pennant that year, and stories of corruption touched players on other clubs as well. At last, in
September 1920, a grand jury was convened to investigate.
Two players, Eddie Cicotte and "Shoeless" Joe Jackson, confessed their participation in the scheme to the Chicago
grand jury on September 28, 1920.[11] On the eve of their final season series, the White Sox were in a virtual tie for
first place with the Cleveland Indians. The Sox would need to win all 3 of their remaining games and then hope for
Cleveland to stumble, as the Indians had more games in hand. Despite the season being on the line, White Sox owner
Charles Comiskey suspended the seven White Sox still in the majors (Chick Gandil had conspicuously left the team
and was playing semi-pro ball). He said that he had no choice but to suspend them, even though this action likely
cost the White Sox any chance of winning that year's American League pennant. The White Sox lost 2 of 3 in their
final series against the St. Louis Browns and finished in second place, two games behind Cleveland.
The damage to the sport's reputation led the owners to appoint federal judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis as the first
Commissioner of Baseball prior to the start of the 1921 season. With the unprecedented powers granted to him by
the owners, Landis placed all eight accused players on an "ineligible list", banning them from major and minor
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league baseball. Comiskey supported Landis by giving the seven who remained under contract to the White Sox their
unconditional release.
Prior to the trial, key evidence went missing from the
Cook County Courthouse, including the signed
confessions of Cicotte and Jackson, who subsequently
recanted their confessions. The players were acquitted.
(Some years later, the missing confessions reappeared
in the possession of Comiskey's lawyer.)[12]
Player John F. "Shano" Collins is named as the
wronged party in the indictments of the key figures in
the Black Sox scandal. The indictment claims that by
throwing the world series the alleged conspirators
defrauded him of $1,784.[13]
Landis was not as forgiving, and was quick to quash
any prospect that he might re-instate the implicated
players. On August 3, 1921, the day after the players
were acquitted, the Commissioner issued his own
verdict:

Infielders Swede Risberg (left) and Buck Weaver during their 1921
trial.

Regardless of the verdict of juries, no player who throws a ball game, no player who undertakes or promises to
throw a ball game, no player who sits in confidence with a bunch of crooked ballplayers and gamblers, where
the ways and means of throwing a game are discussed and does not promptly tell his club about it, will ever
play professional baseball.[14]
Landis had not officially described his decision as being "lifetime" or "permanent" suspensions. In the film Eight
Men Out Landis (played by John Anderson) is portrayed to have said "no player who throws a ball game... will ever
play professional baseball again." however Landis is not contemporarily documented using the word again.
Nevertheless, regardless of what Landis' exact words were, following his statement it was universally understood
that all eight implicated White Sox would be banned from Major League Baseball for life. Two other players
believed to be involved were also banned.
With seven of their best players permanently sidelined, the White Sox crashed into seventh place in 1921 and would
not be a factor in a pennant race again until 1936, five years after Comiskey's death. They would not win another
American League championship until 1959 (a then-record 40-year gap) nor another World Series until 2005,
prompting some to comment about a Curse of the Black Sox.
After being banned, Risberg and several other members of the Black Sox tried to organize a three-state barnstorming
tour. However, they were forced to cancel those plans after Landis let it be known that anyone who played with or
against them would also be banned from baseball for life. They then announced plans to play a regular exhibition
game every Sunday in Chicago, but the Chicago City Council threatened to cancel the license of any ballpark that
hosted them.[7]
The 10 players not implicated in the gambling scandal, as well as manager Kid Gleason, were each given bonus
checks in the amount of $1500 by Charles A. Comiskey in the fall of 1920 — the difference between the winners'
and losers' share for participation in the 1919 World Series.[15]
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Banned players
• Eddie Cicotte, pitcher, died on May 5, 1969, had the longest life; living to the age of 84. Admitted involvement in
the fix.
• Oscar "Happy" Felsch, center fielder, died on August 17, 1964, at 72.
• Arnold "Chick" Gandil, first baseman. The leader of the players who were in on the fix. He did not play in the
majors in 1920, playing semi-pro ball instead. In a 1956 Sports Illustrated article, he expressed remorse for the
scheme, but claimed that the players had actually abandoned it when it became apparent they were going to be
watched closely. According to Gandil, the players' numerous errors were a result of fear that they were being
watched.[16][17] He died on December 13, 1970, at 82.
• "Shoeless" Joe Jackson, the star outfielder, one of the best hitters in the game, confessed in sworn grand jury
testimony to having accepted $5,000 cash from the gamblers. He later recanted his confession and protested his
innocence to no effect until his death on December 5, 1951, at 64; he was the first of the eight banned White Sox
players to die. Years later, the other players all said that Jackson had never been involved in any of the meetings
with the gamblers, and other evidence has since surfaced that casts doubt on his role.[7]
• Fred McMullin, utility infielder. McMullin would not have been included in the fix had he not overheard the other
players' conversations. He threatened to tell all if not included. His impact as team scout may have had more
impact on the fix, since he saw minimal playing time in the series. He died on November 21, 1952, at 61.
• Charles "Swede" Risberg, shortstop. Risberg was Gandil's assistant. The last living player among the Black Sox,
he lived on until October 13, 1975, his 81st birthday.
• George "Buck" Weaver, third baseman. Weaver attended the initial meetings, and while he did not go in on the
fix, he knew about it.[18] Landis banished him on this basis, stating "Men associating with crooks and gamblers
could expect no leniency." On January 13, 1922, Weaver unsuccessfully applied for reinstatement. Like Jackson,
Weaver continued to profess his innocence to successive baseball commissioners to no effect. He died on January
31, 1956, at 65.
• Claude "Lefty" Williams, pitcher. Went 0–3 with a 6.63 ERA for the series. Only one other pitcher in the entire
history of baseball – reliever George Frazier of the 1981 New York Yankees – has ever lost three games in one
World Series, although it should be noted that the third game Williams lost was Game Eight - baseball's decision
to revert to a best of seven Series in 1922 significantly reduced the opportunity for a pitcher to obtain three
decisions in a Series. Williams died on November 4, 1959, at 66.
Also banned was Joe Gedeon, second baseman for the St. Louis Browns. Gedeon placed bets since he learned of the
fix from Risberg, a friend of his. He informed Comiskey of the fix after the Series in an effort to gain a reward. He
was banned for life by Landis along with the eight White Sox.[19]

Black Sox
Although many believe the Black Sox name to be related to the dark and corrupt nature of the conspiracy, the term
"Black Sox" may already have existed before the fix. There is a story that the name "Black Sox" derived from
parsimonious owner Charles Comiskey's refusal to pay for the players' uniforms to be laundered, instead insisting
that the players themselves pay for the cleaning. As the story goes, the players refused and subsequent games saw the
White Sox play in progressively filthier uniforms as dust, sweat and grime collected on the white, woolen uniforms
until they took on a much darker shade. Comiskey then had the uniforms washed and deducted the laundry bill from
the players' salaries.
On the other hand, Eliot Asinof in his book Eight Men Out makes no such connection, mentioning the filthy
uniforms early on but referring to the term "Black Sox" only in connection with the scandal.
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Popular culture
Eliot Asinof's book Eight Men Out: The Black Sox and the 1919 World Series is the best-known history of the
scandal. Director John Sayles' 1988 film based on Asinof's book is a dramatization of the scandal, focusing largely
on Buck Weaver as the one banned player who did not take any money. The 1952 novel The Natural and its 1984
filmed dramatization of the same name were inspired significantly by the events of the scandal.
W. P. Kinsella's novel Shoeless Joe is the story of an Iowa farmer who builds a baseball field in his cornfield after
hearing a mysterious voice. Later, Shoeless Joe Jackson and other members of the Black Sox come to play on his
field. The novel was adapted into the 1989 hit film Field of Dreams. Joe Jackson plays a central role in inspiring
protagonist Ray Kinsella to reconcile with his past.
In F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel The Great Gatsby, a minor character named Meyer Wolfsheim was said to have helped
in the Black Sox scandal, though this is purely fictional. In explanatory notes accompanying the novel's 75th
anniversary edition, editor Matthew Bruccoli describes the character as being directly based on Arnold Rothstein.
In Dan Gutman's novel Shoeless Joe & Me, the protagonist, Joe, goes back in time to try to prevent Shoeless Joe
from being banned for life.
In the film The Godfather Part II, the fictional gangster Hyman Roth alludes to the scandal when he says, "I've loved
baseball ever since Arnold Rothstein fixed the World Series in 1919."
The HBO series Boardwalk Empire highlights Arnold Rothstein's involvement in the scandal.
The History Channel's Pawn Stars had bought a baseball that was signed form 2 members of the scandal worth
$2,000 for $900.
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1919 Chicago White Sox team photo
Team (Wins)
Cincinnati Reds (5)

Manager

Season

Pat Moran

96–44, .686, GA: 9

Chicago White Sox (3) Kid Gleason 88–52, .629, GA: 3 1⁄
2
Dates:

October 1–9

Umpires:

Cy Rigler (NL), Billy Evans (AL), Ernie Quigley (NL), Dick Nallin (AL)

Hall of Famers: Reds: Edd Roush. White Sox: Eddie Collins, Red Faber (dnp), Ray Schalk.

The 1919 World Series matched the American League champion Chicago White Sox against the National League
champion Cincinnati Reds. Although most World Series have been of the best-of-seven format, the 1919 World
Series was a best-of-nine series (along with 1903, 1920, and 1921). Baseball decided to try the best-of-nine format
partly to increase popularity of the sport and partly to generate more revenue.[1]
The events of the series are often associated with the Black Sox Scandal, when several members of the Chicago
franchise conspired with gamblers to throw (i.e., intentionally lose) World Series games. The 1919 World Series was
the last World Series to take place without a Commissioner of Baseball in place. In 1920, the various franchise
owners installed Kenesaw Mountain Landis as the first "Commissioner of Baseball."
In 1921, eight players from the White Sox—including superstar Shoeless Joe Jackson—were banned from organized
baseball for fixing the series (or having knowledge about the fix).

The teams
The Chicago White Sox
The Chicago White Sox of 1919 were one of baseball's glamour teams. Using most of the same players, they had
won the 1917 World Series over the New York Giants in a convincing manner, by four games to two. They had
fallen to sixth place in the American League in 1918, largely as a result to losing their best player Shoeless Joe
Jackson, along with a few others, to World War I service. Team owner Charlie Comiskey fired manager Pants
Rowland after the season, replacing him with 20-year Major League veteran Kid Gleason, who was getting his first
managerial assignment. The White Sox were back on top of the American League in 1919, finishing with a record of
88-52, 3.5 games in front of the Cleveland Indians.
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Joe Jackson

Jackson was the unchallenged star of the team. The left fielder hit
.351 that season, fourth in the American League and also finished
in the AL's top five in slugging percentage, runs batted in, total
bases and base hits. He was not alone on the team, however, as
Eddie Collins, one of the greatest second basemen of all time,[2]
was still going strong in his early 30's, hitting .319 with a .400 on
base percentage at the top of the line-up. Right fielder Nemo
Leibold was another .300 hitter, hitting .302 while scoring 81 runs,
in a line-up that hardly had a weak spot. First baseman Chick
Gandil hit .290, third baseman Buck Weaver was at .296, and
center fielder Oscar "Happy" Felsch hit .275 while tying with
Jackson for the team lead in home runs with 7. Even catcher Ray
Schalk, a typical dead-ball era "good field, no hit" catcher, hit .282
that year, and shortstop Swede Risberg was not an automatic out
with his .256 average and 38 runs batted in. Manager Gleason
even had two good hitters on the bench, outfielder Shano Collins
and infielder Fred McMullin, who were both veterans of the 1917
campaign.

On the mound, the White Sox depended on a pair of aces, backed by a very promising rookie. Knuckleballer Eddie
Cicotte had become one of the American League's best pitchers after turning 30 and discovering the "shine ball"; he
had won 28 games for the 1917 champions, and after an off-year in 1918, had come back with an outstanding 29–7
record, leading the league in wins and finishing second in earned run average to Walter Johnson. He was backed by
Claude "Lefty" Williams, who had posted a 23–11 record with a 2.64 ERA. 26-year old rookie Dickie Kerr only
started 17 games but maintained a solid 13–7 record with a 2.88 ERA. The back end of the staff included Urban
"Red" Faber, who had beaten the Giants three times in the 1917 World Series but had had an off-year in 1919,
finishing 11–9, 3.83 in 20 starts. Unfortunately, Faber was injured and not able to pitch in the Series. This limited
Gleason to only three starters in a possible nine games.
All was not well in the White Sox camp, besides. Tensions between many of the players and owner Comiskey were
very high, with the players complaining of his penny-pinching ways, which are reflected in two urban legends: the
first is that Comiskey instructed Gleason to sit down Cicotte at the end of the year in order that he would not win 30
games, a milestone which would have earned him a sizeable bonus; the second was that the team was known
derisively as the Black Sox because Comiskey would not pay to have their uniforms washed regularly.

The Cincinnati Reds
In contrast to the White Sox, the 1919 Cincinnati Reds were upstarts. They had finished no higher than third since
1900, achieving that much success only twice. Yet, in 1919, they won the league pennant handily. Under new
manager Pat Moran, best known as the leader of another bunch of unlikely visitors to the World Series, the
Philadelphia Phillies of 1915, Cincinnati finished nine games in front of the New York Giants, with a 96–44 record,
leaving every other team in the league at least 20 games back. The Reds' .686 win percentage stands as the National
League's second highest since 1910.
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The Reds' greatest star was center fielder Edd Roush, who led the league with
a .321 batting average and, like the White Sox's Jackson, placed in the top
five in most important hitting categories. Third baseman Heinie Groh was the
other great hitter on the team, contributing a .310 average with a .392 on-base
percentage and 79 runs scored. First baseman Jake Daubert, a two-time
National League batting champion with Brooklyn earlier in the decade, also
scored 79 runs, with a .276 average and great defense, while catcher Ivey
Wingo hit .273. The rest of the team was unheralded, including second
baseman Morrie Rath, a .264 hitter with no power but good on-base skills,
and shortstop Larry Kopf, a .270 singles hitter. The rest of the outfield was a
definite weak spot, as former Phillies star Sherry Magee hit only .215 in 56
games in left field, while in right field Earle "Greasy" Neale only hit .242
with little power. This would prompt Moran to start a rookie, Pat Duncan, in
left field during the World Series.
The Reds' pitching was universally solid, however. The team's big three
included Hod Eller (20–9, 2.39), Dutch Ruether (19–6, 1.82) and Slim Sallee
Edd Roush
(21–7, 2.06), all prominent among the league leaders in various categories.
They were backed by three other pitchers who were almost as successful:
Jimmy Ring was only 10–9, but with a 2.26 ERA; Ray Fisher was 14–5, 2.17 and pitched five shutouts, while Cuban
Dolf Luque was 10–3, 2.63. It was a deep and talented staff, a definite advantage in a Series whose format had just
been changed from best of seven to best of nine.

The Fix
The conspiracy was the brainchild of White Sox first baseman Arnold
"Chick" Gandil and Joseph "Sport" Sullivan, who was a professional gambler
of Gandil's acquaintance. New York gangster Arnold Rothstein supplied the
major connections needed. The money was supplied by Abe Attell, former
featherweight boxing champion, who accepted the offer even though he didn't
have the $80,000 that the White Sox wanted.
Gandil enlisted seven of his teammates, motivated by a mixture of greed and
a dislike of penurious club owner Charles Comiskey, to implement the fix.
Starting pitchers Eddie Cicotte and Claude "Lefty" Williams, outfielder Oscar
"Happy" Felsch, and infielder Charles "Swede" Risberg were all involved.
There remains some controversy as to whether outfielder "Shoeless" Joe
Jackson participated; while he was certainly aware of the fix, several of the
players said years later that he wasn't involved.[3] Buck Weaver was also
Chick Gandil, ringleader of the fix
asked to participate, but refused; he was later banned with the others for
knowing of the fix but not reporting it. Utility infielder Fred McMullin was not initially approached but got word of
the fix and threatened to report the others unless he was in on the payoff. Sullivan and his two associates Sleepy Bill
Burns and Billy Maharg, somewhat out of their depth, approached Rothstein to provide the money for the players,
who were promised a total of $100,000.[4]
The conspirators got an unexpected assist when Faber was left off the roster due to a case of the flu. Indeed, years
later Schalk said that had Faber been healthy, there never would have been a fix (since he almost certainly would
have gotten starts that went to Cicotte and/or Williams).[3]
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Stories of the "Black Sox" scandal have usually included Comiskey in its gallery of subsidiary villains, focusing in
particular on his intentions regarding a clause in Cicotte's contract that would have paid Cicotte an additional
$10,000 bonus for winning 30 games. According to Eliot Asinof's account of the events, Eight Men Out, Cicotte was
"rested" for the season's final two weeks after reaching his 29th win, presumably to deny him the bonus. However,
the record is perhaps more complex. Cicotte won his 29th game on September 19, had an ineffective start on
September 24, and was pulled after a few innings in a tuneup on the season's final day, September 28 (the World
Series beginning three days later). Reportedly, Cicotte agreed to the fix on the same day he won his 29th game,
before he could have known of any efforts to deny him a chance to win his 30th.[5] The story was probably true,
though, for the 1917 season—when Cicotte won 28 games and helped the White Sox to the world championship.
Although rumors were swirling among the gamblers and some of the press, most fans and observers were taking the
series at face value. On October 2, the day of Game One, the Philadelphia Bulletin published a poem which would
quickly prove to be ironic:
Still, it really doesn't matter,
After all, who wins the flag.
Good clean sport is what we're after,
And we aim to make our brag
To each near or distant nation
Whereon shines the sporting sun
That of all our games gymnastic
Base ball is the cleanest one!

Summary
NL Cincinnati Reds (5) vs. AL Chicago White Sox (3)
Game

Date

Score

Location

Time Attendance
[6]

1

October 1 Chicago White Sox – 1, Cincinnati Reds – 9

Redland Field

1:42

30,511

2

October 2 Chicago White Sox – 2, Cincinnati Reds – 4

Redland Field

1:42

29,698

3

October 3 Cincinnati Reds – 0, Chicago White Sox – 3

Comiskey Park (I) 1:30

29,126

4

October 4 Cincinnati Reds – 2, Chicago White Sox – 0

Comiskey Park (I) 1:37

34,363

5

October 6 Cincinnati Reds – 5, Chicago White Sox – 0

Comiskey Park (I) 1:45

34,379

6

October 7 Chicago White Sox – 5, Cincinnati Reds – 4 (10 innings) Redland Field

2:06

32,006

7

October 8 Chicago White Sox – 4, Cincinnati Reds – 1

Redland Field

1:47

13,923

8

October 9 Cincinnati Reds – 10, Chicago White Sox – 5

Comiskey Park (I) 2:27

32,930

[7]
[8]
[9]
[10]
[11]
[12]
[13]
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Matchups
Game 1
Wednesday, October 1, 1919 at Redland Field in Cincinnati, Ohio
The first game began at 3 PM that day at Cincinnati's Redland Field
with Cicotte on the mound for Chicago, who failed to score in the top
of the first inning, and 30,511 fans in the stands (with people outside
the park paying at least $50 per ticket). In the bottom of that inning,
Cicotte (who was paid his $10,000 the night before the series began)
hit the lead-off hitter, Morrie Rath, in the back with just his second
pitch, a prearranged signal to Arnold Rothstein that the game was
going to be thrown. Despite this, the game remained close for a while,
due in part to some excellent defense from the conspirators, who did
not wish to bring suspicion on themselves. In the fourth, however,
Cicotte gave up a sequence of hits, including a two-out triple to the
opposing pitcher, as the Reds scored five times to break a 1–1 tie.
Cicotte was replaced by a relief pitcher, but the damage was done, and
the Reds triumphed 9–1.
Eddie Cicotte
By the evening of that day, there were already signs that things were
going wrong. Only Cicotte, who had shrewdly demanded his $10,000
in advance, had been paid. Burns and Maharg met with Abe Attell, a former world boxing champion who acted as
intermediary for Rothstein, but he did not provide the next installment ($20,000), wanting to place it out on bets for
the next game. The next morning Gandil met Attell and again demanded their money. Again, the players went
unpaid.

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R

H

E

Chicago

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

6

1

Cincinnati

1

0

0

5

0

0

2

1

X

9

14

1

WP: Walter "Dutch" Ruether (1–0) LP: Eddie Cicotte (0–1)

Game 2
Thursday, October 2, 1919 at Redland Field in Cincinnati, Ohio
Although they had not received their money, the players were still willing to go through with the fix. "Lefty"
Williams, the starting pitcher in Game 2, was not going to be as obvious as Cicotte. After a shaky start, he pitched
well until the fourth inning, when he walked three and gave up as many runs. After that, Williams went back to
looking unhittable, giving up only one more run; but a lack of clutch hitting, with Gandil a particular guilty party,
meant that the White Sox lost 4–2. Afterwards, Attell was still in no mood to pay up. Burns managed to get $10,000
and gave it to Gandil, who distributed it among the conspirators. The teams headed to Comiskey Park in Chicago for
the third game.
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Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R

H

E

Chicago

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

2

10

1

Cincinnati

0

0

0

3

0

1

0

0

X

4

4

3

WP: Harry "Slim" Sallee (1–0) LP: Lefty Williams (0–1)

Game 3
Friday, October 3, 1919 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
Rookie pitcher Dickie Kerr, who was to start Game 3 for the Sox, was not in on the fix. The original plan was for the
conspirators, who disliked Kerr, to lose this game; but by now dissent among the players meant that the plan was in
disarray. Burns still had faith, however, and gathered the last of his resources to bet on Cincinnati. It was a decision
that would leave him broke, as Chicago scored early—Gandil himself driving in two runs—and Kerr was masterful,
holding the Reds to three hits in throwing a complete game shutout and a 3–0 victory.

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

Cincinnati 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1
Chicago

0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 X 3 7 0

WP: Dickie Kerr (1–0) LP: Ray Fisher (0–1)

Game 4
Saturday, October 4, 1919 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
Cicotte was again Chicago's starter for the fourth game, and he was determined not to look as bad as he had in the
first. For the first four innings he and Reds pitcher Jimmy Ring matched zeroes. With one out in the fifth, Cicotte
fielded a slow roller by Pat Duncan, but threw wildly to first for a two-base error. The next man up, Larry Kopf,
singled to left; Cicotte cut off the throw from Jackson and then fumbled the ball, allowing Duncan to score. The
home crowd was stunned by the veteran pitcher's obvious mistake. When Cicotte then gave up a double to Greasy
Neale that scored Kopf, the score was 2–0 — enough of a lead for Ring, who threw a three-hit shutout of his own.
The Reds led the Series 3–1.
After the game, "Sport" Sullivan came through with $20,000 for the players, which Gandil split equally between
Risberg, Felsch, Jackson, and Williams — who was due to start Game 5 the next day.

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

Cincinnati 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 5 2
Chicago

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2

WP: Jimmy Ring (1–0) LP: Eddie Cicotte (0–2)
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Game 5
Monday, October 6, 1919 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
The next game was delayed by rain for a day, and when it got under way, both Williams and Reds pitcher Hod Eller
were excellent. By the sixth inning, neither had allowed a runner past first base, before Eller hit a blooper that fell
between Felsch and Jackson. Felsch's throw was off line, and the opposing pitcher was safe at third. Leadoff hitter
Morrie Rath hit a single over the drawn-in infield, and Eller scored. Heinie Groh walked before Edd Roush hit a
double—the beneficiary of some more doubtful defense from Felsch—to score two more runs, and Roush himself
scored shortly thereafter. Eller pitched well enough for the four runs to stand up, and the Reds were only one game
from becoming world champions.

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

Cincinnati 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 1 5 4 0
Chicago

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3

WP: Hod Eller (1–0) LP: Lefty Williams (0–2)

Game 6
Tuesday, October 7, 1919 at Redland Field in Cincinnati, Ohio
Game 6 was held back in Cincinnati. Dickie Kerr, starting for the White Sox, was not as dominant as in Game 3.
Aided by three errors, the Reds jumped out to a 4–0 lead before Chicago fought back, tying the game at 4–4 in the
sixth, which remained the score into extra innings. In the top of the tenth, Gandil drove in Weaver to make it 5–4,
and Kerr closed it out to record his—and Chicago's—second win.

Team
Chicago

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 R H E
0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0

1

5 10 3

Cincinnati 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0

0

4 11 0

WP: Dickie Kerr (2–0) LP: Jimmy Ring (1–1)

Game 7
Wednesday, October 8, 1919 at Redland Field in Cincinnati, Ohio
Despite the rumors that were already circulating over Cicotte's prior performances, Chicago manager Kid Gleason
showed faith in his ace for Game 7. This time, the knuckleballer did not let him down. Chicago scored early and, for
once, it was Cincinnati that made errors in the field. The Reds threatened only briefly in the sixth before losing 4–1,
and suddenly the Series was close again.
This did not go unnoticed by Sullivan and Rothstein, who were suddenly worried. Prior to the start of the Series, the
Sox had been strong favorites and few doubted that they could win two games in a row—presuming they were trying
to win. Rothstein had been too smart to bet on individual games but had a considerable sum riding on Cincinnati to
win the Series. The night before the eighth game, Williams—who was due to pitch—was supposedly visited by an
associate of Sullivan's who left him in no doubt that if he failed to blow the game in the first inning, he and his wife
would be in serious danger.
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Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R

H

E

Chicago

1

0

1

0

2

0

0

0

0

4

10

1

Cincinnati

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

1

7

4

WP: Eddie Cicotte (1–2) LP: Harry "Slim" Sallee (1–1)

Game 8
Thursday, October 9, 1919 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
Whatever Williams had been told had made its impression. In the first, throwing nothing but mediocre fastballs, he
gave up four straight one-out hits to yield three runs before Gleason replaced him with relief pitcher Big Bill James,
who allowed one of Williams' baserunners to score. James continued to be ineffective and, although the Sox rallied
in the eighth, the Reds ran out 10–5 victors—clinching the Series by five games to three. Jackson hit the only homer
of the Series, a solo shot in the third inning after the Reds had built a 5–0 lead. Immediately after the end of the
Series, rumors were rife throughout the country that the games had been thrown. Journalist Hugh Fullerton of the
Chicago Herald and Examiner, disgusted by the display of ineptitude with which the White Sox had "thrown" the
series, immediately wrote that the Series should never be played again. [14]

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R

H E

Cincinnati 4 1 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 10 16 2
Chicago

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 0

5

10 1

WP: Hod Eller (2–0) LP: Lefty Williams (0–3)
Home runs:
CIN: None
CWS: Joe Jackson (1)

Composite box
1919 World Series (5–3): Cincinnati Reds (N.L.) over Chicago White Sox (A.L.)

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

R

H

E

Cincinnati Reds

5

1

2

10

3

9

2

2

1

0

35

64

13

Chicago White Sox

1

3

2

1

3

3

2

4

0

1

20

59

12

Total attendance: 236,936 Average attendance: 29,617
[15]

Winning player’s share: $5,207 Losing player’s share: $3,254

Notable performances
Jackson led all players with his .375 average. Some[16] believed that most of his offensive potency came in games
that were not fixed and/or when the game appeared out of reach. He hit the Series' lone home run, in the final
(eighth) game, a solo shot in the third inning, by which time the Reds were already ahead 5–0. His five hits with
runners in scoring position were: Game 6, sixth inning (1), game not fixed, Kerr pitching; Game 7, first inning (1),
third inning (1), the game in which the dishonest players rebelled and Cicotte won; Game 8, eighth inning (2), by
which time the Reds were ahead 10–1.
Shoeless Joe had 12 hits overall, which at the time was a World Series record.[17]

1919 World Series

Cincinnati Reds
• Greasy Neale (OF): 10-for-28; .357 batting average; 3 runs; 2 doubles; 1 triple; 4 RBI
• Hod Eller (P): 2 games (started); 2 complete games (1 shutout); 2 wins; 18 innings pitched; 13 hits allowed, 4
earned runs; 2 bases-on-balls; 15 strikeouts; 2.00 ERA

Chicago White Sox
• Joe Jackson (OF): 12-for-32; .375 batting average; 5-for-12 w/ men in scoring position; 5 runs; 3 doubles; 1 home
run; 6 RBI
• Ray Schalk (C): 7-for-23; .304 batting average; 2-for-3 w/ men in scoring position; 1 run; 2 RBI
• Buck Weaver (3B): 11-for-34; .324 batting average; 1-for-5 w/ men in scoring position; 4 runs; 4 doubles; 1 triple
• Dickie Kerr (P): 2 games (started); 2 complete games (1 shutout); 2 wins; 19 innings pitched; 14 hits allowed; 3
earned runs; 3 bases-on-balls; 6 strikeouts; 1.42 ERA

In popular culture
• In the book The Great Gatsby the character Meyer Wolfsheim is supposedly the one who fixed the World Series
of 1919.
• In the film The Godfather Part II, Hyman Roth states that he has liked baseball since Arnold Rothstein fixed the
1919 World Series.
• Eight members of the 1919 White Sox, most prominently Joe Jackson, make an appearance in the fictional movie
Field of Dreams.
• The film Eight Men Out is about the fix itself.
• The television show Boardwalk Empire discusses the event in great detail.
• In Episode 6, Season 5 of Mad Men ("Far Away Places"), Roger Sterling imagines he is watching the 1919 World
Series from his bathtub while on an LSD trip.
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[2]
[3]
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Players Involved
Chick Gandil
Chick Gandil

First baseman
Born: January 19, 1888
St. Paul, Minnesota
Died: December 13, 1970 (aged 82)
Calistoga, California
Batted: Right

Threw: Right
MLB debut

April 14, 1910 for the Chicago White Sox
Last MLB appearance
September 28, 1919 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Batting average
Hits

.277
1,176

Runs batted in

557

Stolen bases

153

Teams
•
•
•
•

Chicago White Sox (1910)
Washington Senators (1912-1915)
Cleveland Indians (1916)
Chicago White Sox (1917-1919)
Career highlights and awards

•
•

Led AL first basemen in fielding percentage four times
World Series champion (1917)

Charles Arnold "Chick" Gandil (January 19, 1888 – December 13, 1970) was a professional baseball player. He
played for the Washington Senators, Cleveland Indians, and Chicago White Sox of the American League. He is best
known as the ringleader of the players involved in the 1919 Black Sox scandal. Described by his contemporaries as a
"professional malcontent",[1] he was physically well-built at 6'2" and 195 pounds, and had a mean and callous
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expression. He used both to display his toughness, and also did not hesitate to use sheer strength to get his point
across. This was exemplified in an August 1919 incident when Gandil had to serve a five-game suspension for
punching out the home plate umpire over a disputed strike call.[2]
Starting from his early youth, Chick Gandil seemed to be on a collision course with disaster. "There was a bad streak
in him that ran from his toes to his crown," military historian, author and Copper League President, Samuel Marshall
once said about Gandil.[3]

Early years
He was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, to Swiss immigrants Christian and Louise Bechel Gandil and was their only
child. The Gandil family migrated west and the 1900 census (taken June 8) has their address registered as Seattle,
King County, Washington. After 1900, the Gandils moved to California, settling in Berkeley. The young Gandil
soon showed an interest in playing baseball. He joined the Oakland High School baseball team in 1902 and played
all positions, except first base. Interestingly enough, first base was the position he would later play for the White
Sox.
Gandil was (by all accounts) a problem child. After two years at Oakland High School, he left home to make it on
his own. He took a train to Amarillo, Texas and played catcher in the local semi-pro baseball league for the Amarillo
team. In 1907, he migrated to Humboldt, Arizona and worked as a boilermaker in the copper mines. He played
catcher for the semipro team that was sponsored by the local smelting company. The Humboldt baseball club
experienced financial problems in 1906, and Gandil moved on to a team in Cananea, Mexico, 40 miles from the
United States. "I caught on with an outlaw team in Cananea, Mexico, just across the Arizona border. Cananea was a
wide-open mining town in those days, which suited me fine. I was a wild, rough kid. I did a little heavyweight
fighting at $150 a fight. I also worked part-time as a boilermaker in the copper mines." [4] It was with the Cananea,
Mexico, team that Gandil became a first baseman.[5]

Professional baseball career
Gandil entered professional baseball in 1908. He spent the season
with Shreveport (Louisiana) in the Texas League and batted a
solid .269. That same year, he met 17-year-old Laurel Fay Kelly (a
Mississippi native), and they were soon married.
After the 1908 season, Gandil was drafted by the St. Louis
Browns. Failing to make the club in the spring of 1909, the
Browns ordered him back to Shreveport. Gandil refused to report,
though. He headed back west with his new bride and joined the
Fresno team in the outlaw California State League. For this
offense, Gandil faced blacklisting by organized baseball. He
reconsidered his decision and joined Sacramento of the Pacific
Coast League for the remainder of 1909 season. He was arrested,
however, for having stolen $225 from the Fresno team coffers.
Gandil was successful in Sacramento. He batted .282, and late in
the 1909 season, was sold to the Chicago White Sox. He was not
required to report to Chicago until the following season.[5]
Gandil made his major league debut on April 14, 1910, with the
White Sox, which was a disaster. He appeared in just 77 games

Gandil in a 1913 Bain News Service photo, while he
was with the Washington Senators.
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and batted just .193. It was reported that he had trouble hitting the curveball. He was sold to Montreal in 1911 and
spent the season in the Eastern League. He had a solid season (batting .304), and several major league clubs wanted
to draft him. The rules at the time stated that only one player could be drafted from each team, so Gandil returned to
Montreal to begin the 1912 season. He hit over .300 in the first 29 games and was sold to the Washington Senators.
He was now better prepared to play major league baseball, and in 117 games, he batted .305 and was the American
League leader for first basemen in fielding percentage.
From 1912 to 1915, Gandil led the Senators in runs batted in three times and batted .293. In the field, he paced
American League first basemen in fielding percentage four times and assists three times. Gandil remained with the
Senators through the 1915 season and played the 1916 season for the Cleveland Indians.
It is interesting to note that early on in his major league career, Gandil was considered a top-notch first baseman,
both for his play on the field and his solid work ethic. In 1916, a Cleveland newspaper described Gandil as "a most
likeable player, and one of excellent habits."[5]
However, it was during Gandil's first season with the Senators that he met bookie and gambler, Joseph "Sport"
Sullivan. Sullivan later become a key figure in conspiring with Gandil to fix the 1919 World Series.
On February 25, 1917, he was reacquired by the White Sox for $3,500. That season, Chicago defeated the New York
Giants in the World Series. It was later revealed that Gandil and his teammate, Charles "Swede" Risberg, had
allegedly collected $45 from each member of the White Sox and paid off the Detroit Tigers in two crucial
doubleheaders late in the season. When Tigers pitcher Bill James agreed that his team would go easy, the Tigers lost
all four games, allowing the White Sox to win the American League pennant. This incident was officially
investigated by Commissioner Landis in 1927, but due to contradictions, no action was taken.[3]

Black Sox Scandal
In the fall of 1919, while with the Chicago White Sox, Gandil
claims that Sullivan approached him with the idea to fix the 1919
World Series.

Gandil in a photograph taken at the trial of the eight
Chicago White Sox players who were accused of fixing
the 1919 World Series.
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“

I had only social contacts with gamblers until that September day in 1919 when Sullivan walked up to Eddie Cicotte and me as we left our
hotel in Boston. As I recall, we were four games in front the final week of the season, and it looked pretty certain that the pennant was ours. I
was kind of surprised when Sullivan suggested that we get a "syndicate" together of seven or eight players to throw the Series to Cincinnati.
As I say, I never figured the guy as a fixer but just one who played for the percentages. The idea of taking seven or eight people in on the plot
scared me. I said to Sullivan it wouldn’t work. He answered, 'Don’t be silly. It's been pulled before and it can be again.' He had a persuasive
manner which he backed up with a lot of cash. He said he was willing to pay $10,000 each to all the players we brought in on the deal.
[4]
Considering our skimpy salaries, $10,000 was quite a chunk, and he knew it."

”

Sullivan assured Gandil that the fix was on, and that $100,000 in total would be paid to the players. In addition to
serving as the contact for the gamblers, Gandil was also responsible for recruiting and paying the players involved in
the fix. Gandil received $35,000 for his role in throwing the World Series - nearly nine times his 1919 salary of
$4,000.[6]
In the spring of 1920, Gandil demanded that the White Sox raise his salary to $6,500 per year. Owner Charles
Comiskey would not relent, and he decided to remain in California. Gandil retired from the majors. According to
Gandil, "Instead, I played semipro ball twice a week for the Elks Club in Bakersfield, Calif. I earned $75 a game."
He was far from Chicago as investigations into the 1919 World Series began during the fall of 1920.
Gandil and his seven White Sox teammates were indicted, and he came back to Chicago in July 1921 to stand trial
for fixing the series. The jury found the eight players not guilty. Following the players' acquittal, Gandil said, "I
guess that'll learn Ban Johnson he can't frame an honest bunch of ball players." However, the players' joy was short
lived. Gandil and the others were permanently banned from organized baseball by new commissioner Kenesaw
Mountain Landis.[5]

After the scandal and later years
After 1921, he continued to play semi-pro ball on the west coast. He contacted Joe Gedeon, Swede Risberg, Joe
Jackson and Fred McMullin and attempted to put together a team in Southern California. In 1925, he played with Hal
Chase and other banished players in the Frontier League in Douglas, Arizona. While presiding over the Douglas,
Arizona team in 1927, he reportedly had team manager Buck Weaver banned from the league. It was believed that
Gandil did this because he had felt betrayed by his former White Sox teammate's lack of support during the 1927
investigation of the 1917 White Sox/Tigers situation.[3] He ended his playing career with semi-pro clubs in the
copper mining towns of Bayard and Hurley, New Mexico.[5]
After he ended his baseball career, Gandil, Laurel, and daughter Idella settled in his childhood residence (Berkeley,
California). His primary occupation was as a plumber. Interestingly, his mother and father still lived in Berkeley (his
father Christian died in 1941 and his mother Louise in 1952). There is no official record of contact between them. He
remained in the area until he retired to Calistoga in 1954 and spent the last part of his life in the Napa Valley region
of Northern California. Gandil died at age 82 on December 13, 1970, in a convalescent hospital after a long illness.
He had been suffering from heart disease and emphysema, and the official cause of death was heart failure.
Gandil was survived by his wife, his daughter, two grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. Laurel, who had
been married to Gandil for 62 years, followed him in death just three months later.
Gandil is interred at St. Helena Public Cemetery.[7]

Chick Gandil
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1956 Sports Illustrated article
In 1956, Gandil told his version of the events of the 1919 World Series to sportswriter Melvin Durslag. Durslag's
account of Gandil's story was published in the September 17, 1956 edition of Sports Illustrated.
In the story, Gandil admitted to leading the plot to throw the Series and expressed guilt and remorse over having
done so. However, he claimed that after an initial payment was made, the players actually abandoned the plan and
had ultimately tried their best to win. According to Gandil's story, the rumors which had spread about the Series
being fixed (triggered by a sudden influx of money being bet on the Reds) caused the players to conclude that they
could never get away with throwing the Series, as their every move would be closely scrutinized. Instead, they
decided to betray the gamblers and keep the cash. While he believed that Landis' decision to ban them all was
draconian, he felt they deserved to be banned just for talking to the gamblers.
In his account, Gandil suggested that the players were under intense pressure from both observers suspicious of their
every move and the gamblers expecting them to go along with the plan. He said this may have contributed to their
making poor plays despite their decision to abandon the fix. However, he was firm in his insistence that all of the
players were trying their best throughout all eight games of the Series. Gandil also said that the original deal called
for the conspirators to play the first game straight, since a White Sox win would drive the price up further; the White
Sox were shelled in that game 9-1. Gandil further claimed in his story that he never received his share of any of the
money paid by the gamblers, and that he had no idea what happened to that money.

“

...I never did get any part of Rothstein’s $10,000 and I don't know who did. Since Rothstein probably won his bets anyway, he never gave us
any trouble. Naturally, I would have liked to have had my share of that ten grand, but with all the excitement at the Series' end and with
Comiskey’s investigation, I was frankly frightened stiff. Besides, I had the crazy notion that my not touching any of that money would
exonerate me from my guilt in the conspiracy. I give you my solemn word I don't know to this day what happened to the cash. During the next
two months, after returning to my winter home in Los Angeles, I heard some wild reports about the killing I made on the World Series. One
account said I was flashing around a bankbook with a $25,000 entry. Another said I had been paid off in diamonds. And still another had me
plunking down cash for a house. The truth was, I did buy a house—with $2,500 I had borrowed from the bank for down payment. The loan
[8]
was repaid when I finally got my World Series check from the White Sox."

”

In an interview with Dwight Chapin, published in the Los Angeles Times on August 14, 1969, Gandil again denied
that he threw the Series, stating, "I'm going to my grave with a clear conscience."[5]
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Eddie Cicotte
Eddie Cicotte

Pitcher
Born: June 19, 1884
Springwells, Michigan
Died: May 5, 1969 (aged 84)
Livonia, Michigan
Batted: Both

Threw: Right

MLB debut
September 3, 1905 for the Detroit Tigers
Last MLB appearance
September 26, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Win–loss record
Earned run average
Strikeouts

208-149
2.38
1,374

Teams
•
•
•

Detroit Tigers (1905)
Boston Red Sox (1908-1912)
Chicago White Sox (1912-1920)
Career highlights and awards

•
•
•

World Series champion (1917)
Led AL in wins in 1917 and 1919
Led AL in ERA in 1917 with 1.53

Edward Victor Cicotte (
/ˈsiːkɒt/;[1] June 19, 1884 – May 5, 1969), nicknamed "Knuckles", was an American
right-handed pitcher in Major League Baseball best known for his time with the Chicago White Sox. He was one of
eight players permanently ineligible for professional baseball for his alleged participation in the Black Sox scandal in
the 1919 World Series, in which the favored White Sox lost to the Cincinnati Reds in eight games. The fixing of the
1919 World Series is the only recognized gambling scandal to tarnish a World Series.[2]

Eddie Cicotte

Family
Cicotte was the son of Ambrose Cicotte (1843–1894) and Archange Mary Drouillard (1843–1909), both of mainly
French-Canadian extraction. His father's early death is said to have pushed Cicotte to excel and be very protective of
his family. He married Rose Ellen Freer (1885–1958), daughter of Russell John Freer (1852–1932) and Annie Cecile
Thornton (1863–1928), both of whom would later live with the Cicottes. They had two daughters, Rose (born 1906)
and Virginia (1916–1992), and one son, Edward Jr. (1919–1992).

Career
Cicotte was a starting pitcher and a knuckleball specialist who won 208 games and lost 149 over the course of a
14-year career pitching for the Detroit Tigers, Boston Red Sox, and Chicago White Sox. At the time of his lifetime
ban, he was considered one of the premier pitchers in the American League.
A Detroit native, Cicotte played baseball in Georgia in 1905, where he was a teammate of Ty Cobb. Both players
were purchased by the Tigers, and Cicotte made his big-league debut on September 3, 1905. Pitching in three games
for Detroit, Cicotte compiled a 1-1 record with a 3.50 earned run average.
Cicotte didn't return to the major leagues again until 1908, when he resurfaced with the Red Sox. After he compiled
a 41-48 record in a Boston uniform, the Red Sox sold him to the White Sox on July 22, 1912.
Cicotte celebrated a breakout year in 1913, going 18-12 on the season with an ERA of 1.58. He went on to lead the
league in winning percentage in 1916. But his best year was 1917, when he won 28 games and led the league in
wins, ERA, and innings pitched. On April 14 he threw a no hitter against the St. Louis Browns. That year, the White
Sox went to the World Series, defeating the New York Giants 4 games to 2. Cicotte won Game 1, lost Game 3, and
pitched six innings of relief in Game 5 for a no-decision.
Injuries reduced Cicotte to a 12-19 record in 1918, but in 1919, he rebounded to win 29 games and once again lead
the league in wins, winning percentage, and innings pitched, as well as in complete games. His 1919 salary was
$6,000, but he had a provision for a $10,000 bonus if he won 30 games. Legend has it that as the season drew to a
close, owner Charles Comiskey ordered manager Kid Gleason to bench Cicotte, denying him a chance at a 30-win
season and the bonus money. Some have speculated this was his motivation for participating in the fix, although the
facts do not appear to support this conclusion. (See Black Sox scandal.)
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Scandal
The book Eight Men Out by Eliot Asinof and the movie based on
the book does record that Cicotte, despite being grossly underpaid
for a pitcher of his ability, resisted repeated attempts by Chick
Gandil to get him to throw the series until just days before the
World Series opened when it became clear that Comiskey would
never pay him even part of the promised bonus. The fact that the
offer price for the fix exactly matched the promised bonus lends
credibility to this version of events.
In the 1919 World Series against the Reds, Cicotte pitched in three
games, winning one but pitching ineffectively and losing the other
two.
Cicotte was the first of the eight players to come forward, signing
a confession and a waiver of immunity. He later recanted this
confession and was acquitted of all charges at trial by jury. Despite
this, Cicotte and his alleged co-conspirators were subsequently
made permanently ineligible for baseball by Kenesaw Mountain
Landis, Major League Baseball's new commissioner, recently
hired to restore the integrity of the game in the wake of the 1919 scandal.

Cicotte in 1913

Aftermath
After being banned from playing baseball Cicotte returned to Livonia, Michigan where he managed a service station,
served as a Game Warden in the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, then went to work for Ford Motor
Company where he retired in 1944. Eddie lived to be 84 years old and until his death at Henry Ford Hospital in
Detroit, May 5, 1969, he was a strawberry farmer on a 5½-acre farm near Farmington.[3]
In the 1988 film Eight Men Out, about the Black Sox scandal, Cicotte is portrayed by actor David Strathairn.
He was portrayed by actor Steve Eastin in the 1989 film Field of Dreams.
Cicotte's grandnephew Al Cicotte (1929–1982) would later pitch in the major leagues, compiling a lifetime 10-13
record with six different teams, 1957-1962.
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Swede Risberg

Shortstop
Born: October 13, 1894
San Francisco, California
Died: October 13, 1975 (aged 81)
Red Bluff, California
Batted: Right

Threw: Right

MLB debut
April 11, 1917 for the Chicago White Sox
Last MLB appearance
September 27, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Batting average

.243

Hits

394

Runs batted in

175

Teams
•

Chicago White Sox (1917-1920)
Career highlights and awards

•

World Series champion in (1917)

Charles August "Swede" Risberg (October 13, 1894 – October 13,
1975) was a Major League Baseball shortstop. He played for the
Chicago White Sox from 1917 to 1920. He is best known for his
involvement in the 1919 Black Sox scandal.

Background
Charles Risberg was born and raised in San Francisco, California. He
had very little education growing up and dropped out of school in the
third grade. However, he soon developed a reputation as a good
semipro pitcher and began his professional baseball career in 1912.[1]

Swede Risberg (l) and Buck Weaver (r) at the
1921 trial

Swede Risberg
Risberg soon converted to shortstop. In 1914, he hit .366 in the Class D Union Association[2] and was acquired by
the Venice Tigers of the Pacific Coast League. He was the club's utility infielder in 1915 and 1916, gaining acclaim
for his defensive skills. He was then bought by the American League's Chicago White Sox in early 1917.[1]

Major League Baseball
Risberg made his debut on April 11, 1917 for the White Sox. He was a below-average hitter, but due to his superb
defensive abilities, he won the full-time job at shortstop. Late in the season, though, Risberg went into a terrible
slump, and he therefore only pinch hit twice when the Sox beat the New York Giants in the 1917 World Series.[1]
The next season, Risberg briefly returned to California to work in a shipyard as part of the war effort. Although his
job was termed essential and enabled him to avoid the draft, it consisted largely of playing baseball, as he batted .308
for the shipyard ballclub.[1]
Risberg returned to the Sox for the pennant-winning 1919 season. In September, he received good press in the
Atlanta Constitution, which labeled him a "miracle man" who had "blossomed out as a wonder" after making four
plays that were "phenomenal."[1] Chicago was heavy favorites in 1919 World Series versus the Cincinnati Reds.
However, a group of White Sox players, including Risberg, decided to intentionally lose the series in exchange for
monetary payments from a network of gamblers. Risberg was one of the ringleaders, helping to convince some of his
teammates to go along with the scheme. In the eight-game series, he went 2 for 25 at the plate and made a
Series-record eight errors.
Risberg received $15,000 for his role in the fix,[1] which was over four times his regular season salary. The scandal
broke in late 1920, and though the eight players were acquitted in the trial that followed, they were all banned from
organized baseball by Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis.[3]

Later years
Risberg continued to play semi-pro baseball for a decade after his banishment. According to one source, "he came to
Minnesota in 1922 with a traveling team called the Mesaba Range Black Sox, which featured three other members of
the 1919 Black Sox team: Happy Felsch, Buck Weaver and Lefty Williams."[4] He played throughout the midwest
United States and Canada. Columbus, North Dakota newspaper reports claimed that Risberg played part of the 1927
season with a traveling team called Dellage's Cubans based in Lignite, North Dakota.
In 1926, Risberg was called to testify about a 1919 gambling scandal involving Ty Cobb and Tris Speaker. Although
he presented no evidence regarding the 1919 scandal, he claimed that in 1917 he had collected money from other
White Sox players to give to the Detroit Tigers so the Tigers would intentionally lose some games. However, his
story was contradicted by over 30 other men, and it was disregarded.[1]
Risberg also worked on a dairy farm. After his outlaw baseball career ended, he eventually ran a tavern and lumber
business in the northwest United States. During his playing days, he had been spiked by an opposing player; the
injury never properly healed, and he eventually had to have his leg amputated.[1] At the end of his life, he lived with
his son[4] and remained an avid baseball fan.
Risberg died in Red Bluff, California, in 1975, on his 81st birthday. He was the last living Black Sox player.[1]
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Buck Weaver

Shortstop / Third baseman
Born: August 18, 1890
Pottstown, Pennsylvania
Died: January 31, 1956 (aged 65)
Chicago, Illinois
Batted: Both

Threw: Right

MLB debut
April 11, 1912 for the Chicago White Sox
Last MLB appearance
September 27, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Batting average
Hits

.272
1,308

Runs batted in

421

Stolen bases

172

Teams
•

Chicago White Sox (1912–1920)
Career highlights and awards

•

World Series champion (1917)

George Daniel "Buck" Weaver (August 18, 1890 – January 31, 1956) was an American shortstop and third
baseman in Major League Baseball who played his entire career for the Chicago White Sox. He was one of the eight
players banned from the Major Leagues for his connection to the 1919 Black Sox Scandal.

Buck Weaver

Baseball career
Weaver was born in Pottstown, Pennsylvania and began his major league career on April 11, 1912 as a shortstop for
the White Sox. Weaver switched to third base in 1917 after Swede Risberg joined the team.
An excellent fielder, Weaver was known as the only third baseman in the league that Ty Cobb would not bunt
against.[1] He led the majors in sacrifice hits in 1915 and 1916.
In the famous 1919 World Series, Weaver batted .324, tallying 11 hits. He also played errorless ball, lending
credence to his lifelong claim that he had nothing to do with the fix.
After the Series was over, many suspicious reporters made allusions to a possible fix. However some sportwriters
praised Weaver for his efforts all along during the World Series. Ross Tenney of the Cincinnati Post wrote:
Though they are hopeless and heartless, the White Sox have a hero. He is George Weaver, who plays
and fights at third base. Day after day Weaver has done his work and smiled. In spite of the certain fate
that closed about the hopes of the Sox, Weaver smiled and scrapped. One by one his mates gave up.
Weaver continued to grin and fought harder….Weaver's smile never faded. His spirit never
waned….The Reds have beaten the spirit out of the Sox all but Weaver. Buck's spirit is untouched. He
was ready to die fighting. Buck is Chicago's one big hero; long may he fight and smile.[2][3]
Despite this, Weaver was banned by Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis for having knowledge of the fix and
failing to tell team officials.

Reinstatement attempts
Weaver successfully sued White Sox owner Charles Comiskey for his 1921 salary. When Shoeless Joe Jackson did
the same, the jury voted 11–1 in favor of Jackson. However, the judge set aside the jury verdict after Comiskey
produced Jackson's grand jury testimony about the fix. Despite this success, however, Comiskey made no attempt to
offer the confessions as evidence to obtain a similar ruling against Weaver.
Weaver applied six times for reinstatement to baseball before his death from a heart attack on January 31, 1956 at
age 65. One notable attempt to get reinstated came in 1927 in the wake of Tris Speaker/Ty Cobb betting scandal.[2]
After this attempt failed, Weaver returned to Chicago and decided to play in the minor leagues again.[2] Later in life,
Weaver contacted a New York City attorney who vowed to get him reinstated.[2] Weaver sent his legal papers and
correspondence to New York, however, they were never returned;[2] to this day, baseball historians have been unable
to find Buck's legal files.[2] Weaver was the third of the eight suspended "Black Sox" (after Shoeless Joe Jackson in
1951 and Fred McMullin in 1952) to die.
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Legacy
Many parts of the story portrayed in the 1988 movie Eight Men
Out are told from Buck Weaver's point of view, with Weaver
being played by John Cusack. Harry Stein also used Weaver as a
co-narrator in his critically acclaimed Black Sox novel Hoopla
(1983), where Stein's Weaver reiterates that his loyalty to his
teammates compelled him not to inform baseball authorities about
the Series fix.
With the 2005 World Series set to begin and the White Sox about
to capture their first championship since 1917, Chicago Tribune
columnist Mike Downey implored commissioner Bud Selig to
rescind Weaver's ban. His column of October 20, 2005 cited
catcher Ray Schalk's condemnation of "the seven" Sox in on the
fix, not eight. Weaver's niece, Pat Anderson, told Downey: "You
can't understand why someone else would be so obtuse. Some of
these commissioners, it's like they put a brown paper bag over
their heads."
Weaver in 1913
Another niece, Marge Follett, came to the 2003 All-Star Game at
the White Sox park to personally appeal to the commissioner for
her uncle's reinstatement. The Tribune reported a quote from Weaver before his death: "There are murderers who
serve a sentence and then get out. I got life."

Weaver is buried at Mt. Hope Cemetery near 115th Street on Chicago's South Side. His grave marker reads, simply:
"HUSBAND George D. Weaver 1890–1956."
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Shoeless Joe Jackson
Joe Jackson

Outfielder
Born: July 16, 1887
Pickens County, South Carolina
Died: December 5, 1951 (aged 64)
Greenville, South Carolina
Batted: Left

Threw: Right

MLB debut
August 25, 1908 for the Philadelphia Athletics
Last MLB appearance
September 27, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Batting average
Home Runs
Hits
Runs batted in

.356
54
1,772
785

Teams
•
•
•

Philadelphia Athletics (1908–1909)
Cleveland Naps/Indians (1910–1915)
Chicago White Sox (1915–1920)
Career highlights and awards

•
•
•

Hit .408 as a rookie in 1911
World Series champion (1917)
Third highest career batting average (.356)

Joseph Jefferson Jackson (July 16, 1887 – December 5, 1951), nicknamed "Shoeless Joe", was an American
baseball player who played Major League Baseball in the early part of the 20th century. He is remembered for his
performance on the field and for his association with the Black Sox Scandal, in which members of the 1919 Chicago
White Sox participated in a conspiracy to fix the World Series. As a result of Jackson's association with the scandal,
Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Major League Baseball's first commissioner, banned Jackson from playing after the 1920
season.
Jackson played for three different Major League teams during his 12-year career. He spent 1908–1909 as a member
of the Philadelphia Athletics and 1910 with the minor league New Orleans Pelicans before joining the Cleveland

Shoeless Joe Jackson
Naps at the end of the 1910 season. He remained in Cleveland through the first part of the 1915; he played the
remainder of the 1915 season through 1920 with the Chicago White Sox.
Jackson, who played left field for most of his career, currently has the third- highest career batting average in major
league history. In 1911, Jackson hit for a .408 average. It is still the sixth-highest single-season total since 1901,
which marked the beginning of the modern era for the sport. His average that year also set the record for batting
average in a single season by a rookie.[1] Babe Ruth later claimed that he modeled his hitting technique after
Jackson's.[2]
Jackson still holds the Indians and White Sox franchise records for both triples in a season and career batting
average.[3] In 1999, he ranked number 35 on The Sporting News' list of the 100 Greatest Baseball Players and was
nominated as a finalist for the Major League Baseball All-Century Team. The fans voted him as the 12th-best
outfielder of all-time. He also ranks 33rd on the all-time list for non-pitchers according to the win shares formula
developed by Bill James.
Jackson was reported to be illiterate, a charge to which he was sensitive. In restaurants, rather than ask someone to
read the menu to him, he would wait until his teammates ordered and then order one of the items that he heard.[4]

Early life
Jackson was born in Pickens County, South Carolina, the oldest son in the family. His father George was a
sharecropper. He moved the family to Pelzer, South Carolina, while Jackson was still a baby.[5] A few years
afterwards the family moved to a company town called Brandon Mill, on the outskirts of Greenville, South
Carolina.[6] Starting at the age of six or seven, Jackson worked in one of the town's textile mills as a "linthead," a
derogatory name for a mill hand.[6] Family finances required Joe to take 12-hour shifts in the mill, and since
education at the time was a luxury the Jackson family couldn't afford, Jackson was uneducated.[6] His lack of
education ultimately became an issue throughout Jackson's life and even affected the value of his memorabilia in the
collectibles market. Because Jackson was illiterate, he often had his wife sign his signature. Consequently, anything
actually autographed by Jackson himself brings a premium when sold, including one autograph which was sold for
$23,500 in 1990.[7] An attack of measles almost killed him when he was 10. He was in bed for two months,
paralyzed while he was nursed back to health by his mother.[8]
In 1900, when he was 13 years old, his mother was approached by one of the owners of the Brandon Mill and he
started to play for the mill's baseball team.[9] He was the youngest player on the team. He was paid $2.50 to play on
Saturdays.[8] He was originally placed as a pitcher, but one day he accidentally broke another player's arm with a
fastball. No one wanted to bat against him so the manager of the team placed him in the outfield. His hitting ability
made him a celebrity around town. Around that time he was given a baseball bat which he named Black Betsy.[9] He
was compared to Champ Osteen, another player from the mills who made it to the Majors.[9] He moved from mill
team to mill team in search of better pay, even playing semi-professional baseball by 1905.[9]
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Nickname
According to Jackson, he got his nickname during a mill game played in Anderson, South Carolina. Jackson suffered
from blisters on his foot from a new pair of cleats, and they hurt so much that he had to take his shoes off before an
at bat. As play continued, a heckling fan noticed Jackson running to third base in his socks, and shouted "You
shoeless son of a gun, you!", and the resulting nickname "Shoeless Joe" stuck with him throughout the remainder of
his life.[10]

Professional career
Early professional career
1908 was an eventful year for Jackson. He began his professional baseball career with the Greenville Spinners of the
Carolina Association, married 15-year-old Katie Wynn, and eventually signed with Connie Mack to play Major
League Baseball for the Philadelphia Athletics.[10]
For the first two years of his career, Jackson had some trouble adjusting to life with the Athletics; reports conflict as
to whether he just did not like the big city, or if he was bothered by hazing from teammates. Consequently, he spent
a great portion of that time in the minor leagues. Between 1908 and 1909, Jackson appeared in just 10 games.[11]
During the 1909 season, Jackson played 118 games for the South Atlantic League team in Savannah, Georgia. He
batted .358 for the year.

Major League career
The Athletics finally gave up on Jackson in 1910 and traded him to the
Cleveland Naps. He spent most of 1910 with the New Orleans Pelicans
of the Southern Association, where he won the batting title and led the
team to the pennant. Late in the season, he was called up to play on the
big league team. He appeared in 20 games and hit .387. In 1911,
Jackson's first full season, he set a number of rookie records. His .408
batting average that season is a record that still stands and was good for
second overall in the league behind Ty Cobb. The following season,
Jackson batted .395 and led the American League in triples. On April
20, 1912, Shoeless Joe Jackson scored the first run in Tiger
Stadium.[12] The next year, he led the league with 197 hits and a .551
slugging percentage.
In August 1915, Jackson was traded to the Chicago White Sox. Two
years later, Jackson and the White Sox won the American League
pennant and also the World Series. During the series, Jackson hit .307
as the White Sox defeated the New York Giants.

Ty Cobb and Joe Jackson in Cleveland, 1913

Jackson sat out most of 1918 because of World War I. In 1919, he
came back strongly to post a .351 average during the regular season and .375 with perfect fielding in the World
Series. However, the heavily-favored White Sox lost the series to the Cincinnati Reds. The next season, Jackson
batted .382 and was leading the American league in triples when he was suspended, along with seven other members
of the White Sox, after allegations surfaced that the team had thrown the previous World Series.
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Black Sox scandal
After the White Sox lost the 1919 World Series to the Cincinnati Reds, Jackson and seven other White Sox players
were accused of accepting $5,000 each to throw the Series. In September 1920 a grand jury was convened to
investigate the allegations.
During the series Jackson had 12 hits (a Series record) and a .375 batting average—leading individual statistics for
both teams. He committed no errors and threw out a runner at the plate.[13]
It has been claimed that the Cincinnati Reds hit an unusually high number of triples to left field where Jackson
played during the series.[14], but this is not supported by the contemporary newspaper accounts. According to first
hand accounts, none of the triples were hit to left field. In fact, more triples were muffed by Shano Collins than were
hit to Jackson. (Collins was ironically listed as the wronged party in the indictments of the conspirators. The
indictments claimed he was defrauded of $1,784 ($23915 today) by the actions of those charged.)
In testimony before the grand jury on September 28, 1920, news accounts from the era claim that Jackson admitted
under oath that he agreed to participate in the fix:[15]
When a Cincinnati player would bat a ball out in my territory I'd muff it if I could—that is, fail to catch it. But if it would look too much like
crooked work to do that I'd be slow and make a throw to the infield that would be short. My work netted the Cincinnati team several runs that
they never would have had if we had been playing on the square.

“

”

However, no such direct quote or testimony to this effect appears in the actual stenographic record of Jackson's grand
jury appearance, casting doubt on their veracity.[16] Legend has it that as Jackson was leaving the courthouse during
the trial, a young boy begged of him, "Say it ain't so, Joe," and that Jackson did not respond. In an interview in
SPORT nearly three decades later, Jackson contended that this story was a myth.[17] A contemporary press account
does refer to an exchange of Jackson with young fans outside of the Chicago grand jury hearing on September 28:
When Jackson left criminal court building in custody of a sheriff after telling his story to the grand jury,
he found several hundred youngsters, aged from 6 to 16, awaiting for a glimpse of their idol. One urchin
stepped up to the outfielder, and, grabbing his coat sleeve, said:
"It ain't true, is it, Joe?"
"Yes, kid, I'm afraid it is," Jackson replied. The boys opened a path for the ball player and stood in
silence until he passed out of sight.
"Well, I'd never have thought it," sighed the lad.[18]
Even though Jackson's exchange with the shocked young fan was most likely not a true historical event, but rather a
fabrication by a sensationalist journalist, the "Say It Ain't So" story remains an oft-repeated and well-known part of
baseball lore.
In 1921 a Chicago jury acquitted Jackson and his seven teammates of wrongdoing. Nevertheless, Kenesaw Mountain
Landis, the newly appointed Commissioner of Baseball, declared all eight accused players ineligible for future MLB
play, citing baseball's need to maintain a clean image as his top priority. Jackson never played in organized baseball
after the 1920 season.

Shoeless Joe Jackson

Aftermath and death
During the remaining 20 years of his baseball career, Jackson played and managed with a number of
semi-professional teams, most located in Georgia and South Carolina.[19] In 1922, Jackson returned to Savannah and
opened a dry cleaning business.
In 1933, the Jacksons moved back to Greenville, South Carolina. After first opening a barbecue restaurant, Jackson
and his wife opened "Joe Jackson's Liquor Store", which they operated until his death. One of the better known
stories of Jackson's post-major league life took place at his liquor store. Ty Cobb and sportswriter Grantland Rice
entered the store, with Jackson showing no sign of recognition towards Cobb. After making his purchase, the
incredulous Cobb finally asked Jackson, "Don't you know me, Joe?" Jackson replied, "Sure, I know you, Ty, but I
wasn't sure you wanted to know me. A lot of them don't."[20]
As he aged, Jackson began to suffer from heart trouble. In 1951, at the age of 64, Jackson died of a heart attack.[19]
He was the first of the eight banned players to die, and is buried at nearby Woodlawn Memorial Park. He had no
children.

Dispute over Jackson's guilt
Jackson remains on MLB's ineligible list, which automatically precludes his election to the National Baseball Hall of
Fame. In November 1999 the US House of Representatives passed a resolution lauding Jackson's sporting
achievements and encouraging MLB to rescind his ineligibility.[21] The resolution was symbolic, as the US
government has no jurisdiction in the matter. At the time MLB commissioner Bud Selig stated that Jackson's case
was under review, but no action has been taken that would allow Jackson's reinstatement.
Jackson spent most of the last 30 years of his life proclaiming his innocence, and evidence has surfaced which casts
doubt on his involvement in the fix. Jackson reportedly refused the $5000 bribe on two separate occasions—despite
the fact that it would effectively double his salary—only to have teammate Lefty Williams toss the cash on the floor
of his hotel room. Jackson then reportedly tried to tell White Sox owner Charles Comiskey about the fix, but
Comiskey refused to meet with him.[22] Unable to afford legal counsel, Jackson was represented by team attorney
Alfred Austrian—a clear conflict of interest. Before Jackson's grand jury testimony, Austrian allegedly elicited
Jackson's admission of his supposed role in the fix by plying him with whiskey.[13] Austrian was also able to
persuade the nearly illiterate Jackson to sign a waiver of immunity from prosecution.[22] Years later, the other seven
players implicated in the scandal confirmed that Jackson was never at any of the meetings. Williams said that they
only mentioned Jackson's name to give their plot more credibility. Jackson's performance during the series further
suggests his innocence.[13]
An article in the September 2009 issue of Chicago Lawyer magazine argued that Eliot Asinof's 1963 book Eight Men
Out, purporting to confirm Jackson's guilt, was based on inaccurate information; for example, Jackson never
confessed to throwing the Series as Asinof claimed. Further, Asinof omitted key facts from publicly-available
documents such as the 1920 grand jury records and proceedings of Jackson's successful 1924 lawsuit against
Comiskey to recover back pay for the 1920 and 1921 seasons. Asinof's use of fictional characters within a
supposedly non-fiction account added further questions about the historical accuracy of the book.[23]

37

Shoeless Joe Jackson

38

Career statistics
See: Baseball statistics for an explanation of these statistics.
G

AB

H

2B

3B HR

1,332 4,981 1,772 307 168 54

R

RBI BB SO AVG OBP SLG

873 785

519 158 .356

.423

.517

Films and plays
Shoeless Joe has been depicted in a few films in the late 20th century. Eight Men Out, a film directed by John Sayles,
based on the Eliot Asinof book of the same name, details the Black Sox scandal in general and has D. B. Sweeney
portraying Jackson.
The Phil Alden Robinson film Field of Dreams, based on Shoeless Joe by W. P. Kinsella, stars Ray Liotta as
Jackson. Kevin Costner plays an Iowa farmer who hears a mysterious voice instructing him to build a baseball field
on his farm so Shoeless Joe can play baseball again. (Liotta portrays Jackson as batting right-handed and throwing
left-handed, although Jackson actually batted left and threw right.)
Jackson's nickname was worked into the musical play Damn Yankees. The lead character, baseball phenomenon Joe
Hardy, alleged to be from a small town in Missouri, is dubbed by the media as "Shoeless Joe from Hannibal, MO."
The play also contains a plot element alleging that Joe had thrown baseball games in his earlier days.
Jackson was also an inspiration, in part, for the character Roy Hobbs in The Natural. Hobbs has a special name for
his bat (as Jackson did), and is offered a bribe to throw a game. In the book (but not the film), a youngster pleads
with Hobbs, "Say it ain't True, Roy!"
Shoeless Joe is a character in the song "Kenesaw Mountain Landis", by Jonathan Coulton, although the song takes
many liberties with the story for comedic effect.

Legacy
Even though Jackson was banned from Major League Baseball, people after his death would build parks and statues
for him. One of the landmarks built for him was a Memorial Ballpark which can be found in Greenville, South
Carolina. The baseball field that was built in his name is called Fluor Field (formerly known as West End Field).
A life-size statue of Jackson, created by South Carolina sculptor Doug Young, stands in Greenville's West End.
In 2006, Joe Jackson's original home was moved to a location adjacent to Fluor Field at the West End in downtown
Greenville. The home was restored and opened in 2008 as the Shoeless Joe Jackson Museum and Baseball Library
[24]
. The address is 356 Field Street, in honor of his lifetime batting average.
Jackson was inducted into the Shrine of the Eternals by the Baseball Reliquary.

Shoeless Joe Jackson
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Lefty Williams

Pitcher
Born: March 9, 1893
Aurora, Missouri
Died: November 4, 1959 (aged 66)
Laguna Beach, California
Batted: Right

Threw: Left

MLB debut
September 17, 1913 for the Detroit Tigers
Last MLB appearance
September 25, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Win-loss record
Earned run average
Strikeouts

82-48
3.13
515

Teams
•
•

Detroit Tigers (1913-1914)
Chicago White Sox (1916-1920)
Career highlights and awards

•

World Series champion (1917)

Claude Preston "Lefty" Williams (March 9, 1893 – November 4, 1959) was an American pitcher in Major League
Baseball. He is probably best known for his involvement in the 1919 World Series fix, known as the Black Sox
scandal.

Lefty Williams

Career
Williams was born in Aurora, Missouri, to William and Mary Williams.[1] He began his major league career on
September 17, 1913, with the Detroit Tigers.
His breakthrough season came in 1915, while with the Salt Lake City Bees of the Pacific Coast League. That year,
he pitched 418.2 innings, leading the league in wins (33) and strikeouts (294), while featuring mostly his mid-90s
fastball and swooping curve. His contract was then purchased by the Chicago White Sox.[1]
With the White Sox, Williams settled into the starting rotation and helped the team win the pennant in 1917, going
17-8. After spending 1918 working in Navy shipyards, he came back strong in 1919 with his greatest performance,
going 23-11 with a 2.64 earned run average. The White Sox again won the American League pennant. However,
before that year's World Series, he got caught up in the Black Sox scandal when teammate Chick Gandil offered him
$10,000 to lose his starts. Williams only received $5,000, half of what he was promised, but that was still almost
double his 1919 salary of $2,600.
In the series, Williams went 0-3, with an earned run average of 6.63. His three losses were a World Series record.[1]
that was tied in the 1981 Series when George Frazier (pitcher) lost three games. Eight Men Out author Eliot Asinof
wrote that Williams eventually turned against the fix as he prepared for his final Series start; Asinof later admitted
that this particular anecdote was made-up.[1]
In 1920, Williams went 22-14, but was caught up in the indictments handed down that autumn. Though acquitted by
a jury, Williams and the seven other "Black Sox" were banned from organized baseball by Commissioner Kenesaw
Mountain Landis.
Afterwards, Williams barnstormed and played in outlaw leagues for a few years,[2] and he played briefly for the Fort
Bayard Veterans team in New Mexico which was part of the Copper League or Cactus League. He supposedly took
to drinking heavily. It was reported that the between-inning "nips" made him an intimidating pitcher to the batters.
Williams spent his later years in Laguna Beach, California, operating a garden nursery business.
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Happy Felsch

Center fielder
Born: July 22, 1891
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Died: July 17, 1964 (aged 72)
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Batted: Right

Threw: Right

MLB debut
April 14, 1915 for the Chicago White Sox
Last MLB appearance
September 26, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Batting average

.293

Home runs

38

Runs batted in

446

Teams
•

Chicago White Sox (1915-1920)
Career highlights and awards

•

World Series champion (1917)

Oscar Emil "Happy" Felsch (August 22, 1891 – August 17, 1964) was an American center fielder in Major
League Baseball who played for the Chicago White Sox from 1915 to 1920.[1] He is probably best known for his
involvement in the 1919 Black Sox scandal.

Happy Felsch

Early life
Felsch was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He dropped out of school in the sixth grade and played baseball on
Milwaukee sandlots.[2] He began his professional baseball career in the Wisconsin-Illinois League in 1913. The next
season, he batted .304 and slugged .512 for the American Association's Milwaukee Brewers,[3] and was purchased
by the White Sox.

Major league career
From 1916 to 1920, Felsch was one of the best hitters in the American League, finishing in the top 10 in more than a
few major batting categories. His 102 runs batted in was good enough for second place in 1917, as the White Sox
won the American League pennant as well as the World Series. He missed most of the 1918 season due to military
service.
Felsch continued his good hitting and fielding in 1919. He had a strong throwing arm and was highly regarded as a
center fielder;[4] he led the AL in outfield putouts and assists in 1919. The White Sox won the pennant going away.
That fall, Felsch agreed to join a group of White Sox players that planned to intentionally lose the 1919 World Series
in exchange for monetary payments from a network of gamblers. He was reluctant to go along with the plan at first
but then eventually did because of the money.[5] There was little doubt of Felsch's guilt on the field, as he not only
hit poorly, but also misplayed flyballs in key situations. Chicago lost the series, five games to three.
For his part in the fix, Felsch received $5,000, which was more than his entire regular season salary of $2,750.[1]
However, after the scandal broke in late 1920, Felsch, along with seven other players, was made permanently
ineligible for organized baseball by Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis.[2] 1920, his last season in the majors,
was his best. He hit .338 with 14 home runs and 115 runs batted in, and it is possible that he would have put up more
big numbers in the live-ball era.
Felsch later said, as quoted by the Chicago American:
"Well, the beans are spilled and I think I'm through with baseball. I got $5,000. I could have got just
about that much by being on the level if the Sox had won the Series. And now I'm out of baseball — the
only profession I know anything about, and a lot of gamblers have gotten rich. The joke seems to be on
us."

Later life
Felsch spent the next 15 years touring the country with various amateur and semi-pro teams, including Scobey,
Montana in 1925 and 1926; Regina, Saskatchewan in 1927; and Plentywood, Montana in 1928. After his playing
days ended, he opened up a grocery store as well a number of drinking establishments.[5]
Felsch died of a liver ailment in Milwaukee in 1964, just five days before his 73rd birthday. He was survived by his
wife Marie and three children. He is buried at Wisconsin Memorial Park in Brookfield, Wisconsin.[2]
In the 1988 film Eight Men Out, Felsch was portrayed by Charlie Sheen.[6]
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Fred McMullin

Third baseman
Born: October 13, 1891
Scammon, Kansas
Died: November 20, 1952 (aged 61)
Los Angeles, California
Batted: Right

Threw: Right

MLB debut
August 27, 1914 for the Detroit Tigers
Last MLB appearance
September 20, 1920 for the Chicago White Sox
Career statistics
Batting average

.256

Home runs

1

Runs batted in

70

Teams
•
•

Detroit Tigers (1914)
Chicago White Sox (1916–1920)

Frederick Drury McMullin (October 13, 1891 – November 20, 1952) was an American Major League Baseball
third baseman. He is best known for his involvement in the 1919 Black Sox scandal.

Career
McMullin was born in Scammon, Kansas in 1891. He began his major league career on August 27, 1914, as a
shortstop for the Detroit Tigers. He spent most of 1912-1915 in the minors before making the Chicago White Sox
team in 1916. In 1917, he won the World Series with Chicago, while batting .125 in six games against the New York
Giants.
McMullin was only a utility infielder for the 1919 AL Champion White Sox, and as such he didn't play enough to
have much potential for throwing games (he recorded just two plate appearances in the eight-game series). However,
he became a part of the conspiracy when he overheard several other players' conversations and threatened to report
them unless included.

Fred McMullin
McMullin was also Chicago's advance scout for the World Series, which may explain how and why he earned an
equal share in the winnings ($5,000) from the fix.[1] It is entirely probable that, as a means to cover himself and his
co-conspirators, McMullin delivered a flawed scouting report to all the "clean" Sox about what to expect from
Cincinnati's pitchers.[1] A look at the statistics shows little disparity between Black Sox and Clean Sox; for example,
ringleader Chick Gandil batted .233 to future Hall of Famer Eddie Collins' .226.[1]
For his role in the fix, McMullin was banned for life from organized baseball, along with seven other players, by
Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis.
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Joseph J. Sullivan

Born

1870
Boston, Massachusetts, United States

Nationality

United States

Other names

Sport Sullivan

Occupation

Gambler

Known for

Black Sox Scandal

Joseph J. "Sport" Sullivan (1870-?) was an American bookmaker and gambler from Boston, Massachusetts who
helped to initiate the 1919 Black Sox Scandal.

Biography
Sullivan was a known gambler in the Boston area who reportedly bet heavily on the 1903 World Series[1] and was
arrested for gambling on baseball in 1907.[2] In 1919, Sullivan was living in the Boston suburb of Sharon,
Massachusetts. In September 1919, Sullivan met with Chicago White Sox' first baseman Charles Arnold 'Chick'
Gandil at Boston's Hotel Buckminster and conspired with Gandil to perpetrate a fix of the 1919 World Series.[3] It
has been disputed which of the two men initiated the meeting. Gandil had known Sullivan since 1912, and he later
maintained that Sullivan approached him concerning the plot to throw the series.[4] At Sullivan's suggestion, Gandil
recruited several teammates to intentionally lose the games. Sullivan met with noted organized crime boss Arnold
Rothstein, who agreed to bankroll the fix for $80,000. Rothstein provided an initial $40,000 for Sullivan to distribute
to the involved players; however Sullivan kept $30,000 for his own wagering and gave only $10,000 to Gandil.[5]
After the scheme had been exposed, Sullivan did not testify in front of the Chicago grand jury hearing in October
1920, because William J. Fallon, the lawyer of Arnold Rothstein, persuaded Sullivan not to do so.[6] If Sullivan did
testify, it would probably expose the fact that Rothstein has been the one providing the money for the Black Sox

Joseph J. Sullivan
players to fix the Series. Still, he was later indicted on nine counts of conspiracy to defraud. Sullivan reportedly was
paid by Rothstein to flee to Mexico so that he would not go to Chicago to testify in front of the Grand Jury.[5]
Sullivan was never arrested nor appeared at the trial, which started in June 27, 1921.[7] The trial ended in an acquittal
for all the defendants.[8]

Legacy
Sullivan's life was dramatized in Brendan Boyd's 1991 historical fiction Blue Ruin: A Novel of the 1919 World Series
which retells the Black Sox Scandal through Sullivan's narration.[9][10]
Sullivan was portrayed by Kevin Tighe in the 1988 film Eight Men Out.
He was also mentioned (despite not appearing as a character) in Boardwalk Empire
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Statistics
Real name

Abraham Attell

Rated at

Featherweight

Nationality

American

Born

February 22, 1883
San Francisco, California

Died

February 7, 1970 (aged 86)
New Paltz, New York

Stance

Orthodox
Boxing record

Total fights

172

Wins

125

Wins by KO

51

Losses

18

Draws

21

No contests

8

Abraham Washington "Abe" Attell (February 22, 1883 – February 7, 1970), known in the boxing world as Abe
"The Little Hebrew" Attell, was a boxer who became known for his record-setting six-year reign as World
Featherweight Champion. Said to be a friend of the gangster Arnold Rothstein, Attell was charged (and acquitted) of
game fixing in the Black Sox Scandal in 1919 and was implicated in other sports controversies.[1]

Life and career
Attell was born in San Francisco, California, the son of Jewish parents. Many sources give his year of birth as 1884,
but in an article published in the October 1961 issue of Cavalier magazine, he stated that he had turned 78 that year.
There also is an extant copy of his passport that gives his birth year as 1883. Growing up in a mostly Irish
neighborhood, he was often involved in fights with neighborhood boys. He said as a kid, he sometimes had up to 10
bouts each day. After his father abandoned the family when Attell was 13, he sold newspapers to earn money.
Selling at the corner of 8th and Market, where the Mechanics Pavilion was, Attell was able to see the fight between
Solly Smith and George Dixon for the world's Featherweight championship. With that, Attell and his brothers Caesar
and Monte became convinced that maybe they had futures in boxing.

Abe Attell
Attell's first fight was at age 17 on August 19, 1900, when he knocked out Kid Lennett in two rounds. His mother,
who strongly opposed his boxing, later became one of his staunchest supporters, betting on him to win. After these
early fights, he was called by the nickname "The Little Hebrew".
After winning 10 fights in a row by knockout, Attell moved to Denver, Colorado. At the age of 18, he fought with
Dixon for the World Featherweight championship in 1901 and beat him by a decision in 15 rounds. He won again in
1904 by beating Johnny Reagan in 20 rounds. One year later, he lost the crown to Tony Sullivan but regained it in
February 1906 with a decision over Jimmy Walsh.
Attell successfully defended his title for 18 fights in a row from 1906–1912. (This was a division record until
Eusebio Pedroza surpassed it in 1985). Among other opponents, Attell beat Battling Nelson and Johnny Kilbane
during that streak. He was then called "The Little Champ". From 1909–1910, his brother Monte Attell, called the
"Nob Hill Terror", held the Bantamweight Championship, making them the first brothers to hold world titles
simultaneously. Caesar Attell also fought and was called "Two and a Half," for always giving that amount whenever
the hat was passed for charity at a boxing event, which he attended faithfully.
During his time as world featherweight champion, Attell was allegedly involved with gambler/gangster Arnold
Rothstein. According to some legends, they became good friends during this period.
Attell lost his world Featherweight title to Johnny Kilbane in 1912, losing by a 20-round decision. Kilbane claimed
that Attell's handlers put a substance on the fighter's glove to blind him. According to witnesses, Attell tried an
assortment of other illegal methods to win the fight. On July 4, 1913, Attell accidentally hit the referee on the face
during a win against Willie Beecher. He finally retired in 1917.
Attell managed one boxer, Marty Goldman. He coached him to a 33 Win (10 ko's), 11 Loss, 3 Draw record in 47
career fights.[2]
In 1920 Attell was accused of being the messenger between the gangster Rothstein and players of the Chicago White
Sox baseball organization, during the planning stages of the alleged fix of the 1919 World Series. The Black Sox
scandal was considered a major outrage in sports. Attell's name appeared in newspaper headlines related to the
scandal. He and many White Sox players were formally charged with several counts, including fixing the event,
however Rothstein was never charged.. All were eventually acquitted at trial, but the baseball association banned
them from participating in baseball activities. Attell denied having been involved in any talks about fixing the series.
He convinced the jury that the wrong Abe Attell was accused.
Attell died in New Paltz, New York on February 7, 1970.[2]

Legacy and honors
Attell was inducted posthumously as a member of various halls of fame:
•
•
•
•
•
•

1955, Boxing Hall of Fame [3]
1982, National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame;
1983, the International Jewish Sports Hall of Fame[3]
1985, San Francisco Boxing Hall of Fame;
1990, first class of the International Boxing Hall of Fame; and
World Boxing Hall of Fame.

• His record of 92 wins, 10 losses, 18 draws and 45 no-decisions, with 51 wins by knockout, earned him a place on
the list of Ring Magazine: "Fighters with 50 or More Knockout Wins".
• Bat Masterson, dean of the New York boxing journalists, considered Abe Attell pound for pound the best fighter,
outside of Wyatt Earp, whom he had ever seen.
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Arnold Rothstein
Arnold Rothstein (January 17, 1882 – November 5, 1928),[1][2] nicknamed "the Brain," was a New York
businessman and gambler who became a famous kingpin of the Jewish mafia in New York. Rothstein was widely
reputed to have been behind baseball's Black Sox Scandal, in which the 1919 World Series was fixed.
According to the crime writer Leo Katcher, Rothstein "transformed organized crime from a thuggish activity by
hoodlums into a big business, run like a corporation, with himself at the top."[3] According to Rich Cohen, Rothstein
was the person who first realized that Prohibition was a business opportunity, a means to enormous wealth, who
"understood the truths of early century capitalism and came to dominate them."[4] His notoriety inspired several
fictional characters based on his life, portrayed in contemporary and later short stories, novels, musicals and films.

Early life and education
Arnold Rothstein was born in New York City, the son of a wealthy businessman, Abraham Rothstein, and his wife.
Abraham Rothstein was known as a philanthropist, donating to Beth Israel Hospital. Arnold was skilled at
mathematics. He dropped out of school and developed an early interest in illegitimate business. His older brother
studied to become a rabbi.[5]

Career
By 1910, Rothstein at age 28 had moved to the Tenderloin section of Manhattan, where he established an important
gambling casino. He also invested in a horse racing track at Havre de Grace, Maryland, where he was reputed to
have "fixed" many of the races that he won. Rothstein had a wide network of informants, very deep pockets, and the
willingness to pay a premium for good information, regardless of the source. His successes made him a millionaire
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by age 30.

1919 World Series
In 1919, Rothstein's agents allegedly paid members of the Chicago White Sox to "throw," or deliberately lose, the
World Series. He had bet against them and made a significant sum in what was called the "Black Sox Scandal."[6]
Summoned to Chicago to testify before a grand jury investigation of the incident, Rothstein said that he was an
innocent businessman, intent on clearing his name and his reputation. Prosecutors could find no evidence linking
Rothstein to the affair, and he was never indicted. Rothstein testified:
"The whole thing started when (Abe) Attell and some other cheap gamblers decided to frame the Series
and make a killing. The world knows I was asked in on the deal and my friends know how I turned it
down flat. I don't doubt that Attell used my name to put it over. That's been done by smarter men than
Abe. But I was not in on it, would not have gone into it under any circumstances and did not bet a cent
on the Series after I found out what was underway."[7]
Another version has Rothstein turning down the proposal relayed by Attell; this was the second "fix" he'd refused to
bankroll. Joseph "Sport" Sullivan, a gambler, had previously approached Rothstein with the same idea. After
receiving Attell's offer, Rothstein thought he could reconsider the first offer from Sullivan. Rothstein shrewdly
figured that the field was becoming so crowded with would-be fixers that he could risk getting involved and still
cover his tracks. David Pietrusza's biography of Rothstein suggested that the gangster worked both ends of the fix
with Sullivan and Attell.[8] Michael Alexander concluded that Attell fixed the Series "probably without Arnold
Rothstein's approval," which "did not prevent Rothstein from betting on the Series with inside knowledge."[9]

1921 Travers Stakes
Rothstein owned a racehorse named Sporting Blood, which won the 1921 Travers Stakes under suspicious
circumstances. Allegedly, Rothstein conspired with a leading trainer, Sam Hildreth, to drive up the odds on Sporting
Blood. Hildreth entered an outstanding three-year- old, Grey Lag, on the morning of the race, causing the odds on
Sporting Blood, to rise to 3-1. Rothstein bet $150,000 through bookmakers, allegedly having been informed that the
second favorite, Prudery, was off her feed. Just before post time and without explanation, Hildreth scratched Grey
Lag from the starting list. Rothstein collected over $500,000 in bets plus the purse, but a conspiracy was never
proven.[10]

Prohibition and organized crime
With the advent of Prohibition, Rothstein saw the opportunities for business; he diversified into bootlegging and
narcotics. Liquor was brought in by smuggling along the Hudson River, as well as from Canada across the Great
Lakes and into upstate New York. Rothstein also purchased holdings in a number of speakeasies.
His criminal organization included such underworld notables as Meyer Lansky, Jack "Legs" Diamond, Charles
"Lucky" Luciano, and Dutch Schultz. Rothstein's various nicknames were Mr. Big, The Fixer, The Man Uptown, The
Big Bankroll and The Brain.
Rothstein frequently mediated differences between the New York gangs and reportedly charged a hefty fee for his
services. His favorite "office" was Lindy's Restaurant, at Broadway and 49th Street in Manhattan. He often stood on
the corner surrounded by his bodyguards and did business on the street. Rothstein made bets and collected debts
from those who had lost the previous day.
According to Rich Cohen, Rothstein was the Moses of the Jewish gangsters, the progenitor, a rich man's son who
showed the young hoodlums of the Bowery how to have style. The Sicilian-American gangster Lucky Luciano later
said of him, Rothstein "taught me how to dress."[11]
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Murder
On November 4, 1928, Arnold Rothstein was shot and mortally wounded during a business meeting at Manhattan's
Park Central Hotel. He died the next day at the Stuyvesant Polyclinic Hospital in Manhattan.[1] The shooting was
allegedly linked to debts owed from a 3-day, high stakes poker game which he had participated in the previous
month with several associates and acquaintances. Rothstein was said to have had a cold streak, and owed $320,000 at
the end of the game. He refused to pay the debt, claiming the game was fixed. The hit was arranged to punish
Rothstein for reneging on this debt.[12]
The gambler George "Hump" McManus was arrested for the murder, but later acquitted for lack of evidence.[12]
According to Kevin Cook in his book Titanic Thompson (2010), the poker game was fixed by a gambler, Titanic
Thompson (real name Alvin Clarence Thomas) and his associate, Nate Raymond. Due to some complicated side
bets, by the end Rothstein owed $319,000 to Raymond (much of which Raymond was due, by secret agreement, to
pass on to Thompson); $30,000 to Thompson; and approximately $200,000 to the other gamblers present. McManus
owed Rothstein $51,000. Rothstein stalled for time, saying that he would not be able to pay until after the elections
of November 1928, when he expected to win $550,000 for successfully backing Hoover for President and Roosevelt
for Governor. Thompson testified at McManus's trial, describing him as "a swell loser" who would never have shot
Rothstein.[13] According to Cook, Thompson later told some of his acquaintances that the killer had not been
McManus, but his "bag-man", Hyman Biller, who fled to Cuba shortly afterwards.[14]
In his Kill the Dutchman! (1971), a biography of Dutch Schultz, the crime reporter Paul Sann suggests that Schultz
murdered Rothstein. He says this was in retaliation for the murder of Schultz's friend and associate, Joey Noe, by
Rothstein's protégé, Jack "Legs" Diamond.
On his deathbed, Rothstein refused to identify his killer, answering police inquiries with, "You stick to your trade. I'll
stick to mine."[15] Rothstein was buried at Ridgewood's Union Field Cemetery in a Orthodox Jewish ceremony.

Break-up of empire
Frank Erickson, Meyer Lansky, Bugsy Siegel, and other former associates split up Rothstein's various "enterprises"
after his death. With the break-up of his empire, the corrupt Tammany Hall was politically weakened, which
contributed to the rise of the reformer Fiorello La Guardia, elected as mayor. [16]
Ten years after his death, Arnold Rothstein's brother declared Rothstein's estate bankrupt.[1]

In popular culture
• The author F. Scott Fitzgerald used Arnold Rothstein as a model for Jay Gatsby's crooked associate Meyer
Wolfsheim in the novel The Great Gatsby.
• The opening pool contest between Minnesota Fats (Jackie Gleason) and Fast Eddie Felson (Paul Newman) in the
1961 film The Hustler was based on one by Rothstein. Rothstein's patronage of floating crap games provided the
model for Nathan Detroit in the musical Guys and Dolls. Rothstein is referred to as "The Brain" in several of
Damon Runyon's short stories, including a fictional version of his death in "The Brain Goes Home".
• Rothstein was portrayed in several films: by Robert Lowery in the 1960 The Rise and Fall of 'Legs' Diamond, by
David Janssen in the 1961 King of the Roaring 20s, by Michael Lerner in the 1988 Eight Men Out, based on the
Black Sox Scandal; and by F. Murray Abraham in the 1991 Mobsters.
• In the film The Godfather, Part II (1974), Hyman Roth says he was inspired by Rothstein.
• In the HBO series Boardwalk Empire, starting in 2010, a fictionalized version of Rothstein is portrayed by
Michael Stuhlbarg.
• In an episode of the ABC series, The Whole Truth, a judge refers to Rothstein's murder as a code for ordering a
murder; he had taken bribes and was trying to cover his trail.

54

Arnold Rothstein

References
[1] Pietrusza, David. "Arnold Rothstein Chronology" (http:/ / www. davidpietrusza. com/ Rothstein-Chronology. html), accessed March 16,
2011.
[2] Katcher, Leo (1959/1994). The Big Bankroll. The Life and Times of Arnold Rothstein, New York: Da Capo Press, p 8
[3] Katcher, Leo (1959/1994). The Big Bankroll. The Life and Times of Arnold Rothstein, New York: Da Capo Press
[4] Cohen, Rich (1999). Tough Jews: Fathers, Sons, and Gangster Dreams, London: Vintage
[5] "Arnold Rothstein" (http:/ / www. jewishvirtuallibrary. org/ jsource/ biography/ Rothstein. html), Biography Jewish Virtual Library, accessed
12 May 2012
[6] Arnold Rothstein and Baseball's 1919 Black Sox Scandal (http:/ / www. davidpietrusza. com/ Rothstein-BlackSox. html)
[7] "The Big Fix: Arnold Rothstein rigged the 1919 World Series. Or did he?" (http:/ / www. legalaffairs. org/ issues/ March-April-2004/
review_nathan_marapr04. html), Legal Affairs, March–April, 2004
[8] David Pietrusza, Rothstein: The Life, Times and Murder of the Criminal Genius Who Fixed the 1919 World Series, (Carroll & Graf), 2003:
ISBN 0-7867-1250-3, pp. 147-92.
[9] Michael Alexander, Jazz Age Jews (Princeton University Press, 2003: ISBN 0-691-11653-9), p. 64.
[10] "Visit Saratoga! Racing" (http:/ / www. saratoga. com/ much-ado/ 2010/ 08/ big-stakes-on-sure-things. html). Tourism & Travel Guide to
Saratoga Springs NY. City of Saratoga Springs. . Retrieved 20 July 2011.
[11] Linda Grant, "Defenders of the faith" (http:/ / www. guardian. co. uk/ Archive/ Article/ 0,4273,4455249,00. html), The Guardian, Saturday
July 6, 2002
[12] "Tammany's Rothstein" (http:/ / jcgi. pathfinder. com/ time/ magazine/ article/ 0,9171,881850,00. html), Time, December 16, 1929
[13] Cook (2010), Titanic
[14] Cook (2010), Titanic
[15] Raab, Five Families, p. ???
[16] "National Affairs: Tammany Test" (http:/ / www. time. com/ time/ magazine/ article/ 0,9171,732626,00. html). TIME Magazine. TIME. 8
July 1929. . Retrieved 20 July 2011.

• Alexander, Michael (2003). Jazz Age Jews, Princeton University Press, ISBN 0-691-11653-9
• Cohen, Rich (1999). Tough Jews: Fathers, Sons, and Gangster Dreams, London: Vintage ISBN 0-09-975791-5
• Eisenberg, D., Dan, U., and Landau, E. (1979). "Meyer Lansky: Mogul of the Mob." New York: Paddington
Press. ISBN 0-448-22206-X, ISBN 0-7092-0151-6
• Henderson Clarke, Donald (1929). In the Reign of Rothstein, New York: The Vanguard Press.
• Katcher, Leo (1959/1994). The Big Bankroll. The Life and Times of Arnold Rothstein, New York: Da Capo Press
ISBN 0-306-80565-0
• Pietrusza, David (2003). Rothstein: The Life, Times and Murder of the Criminal Genius Who Fixed the 1919
World Series, New York: Carroll & Graf. ISBN 0-7867-1250-3
• Raab, Selwyn (2005). Five Families: The Rise, Decline, and Resurgence of America's Most Powerful Mafia
Empires, New York: St. Martin's Press ISBN 0-312-30094-8
• Rothstein, Carolyn (with Donald Henderson Clarke) (1934), Now I'll Tell, New York: Vantage Press.
• Tosches, Nick (2005). King of the Jews. The Arnold Rothstein Story, London: Hamish Hamilton ISBN
0-241-14144-3

External links
• "Arnold Rothstein" (http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/Rothstein.html), Biography
Jewish Virtual Library
• Daniel A. Nathan, "The Big Fix: Arnold Rothstein rigged the 1919 World Series. Or did he?" (http://www.
legalaffairs.org/issues/March-April-2004/review_nathan_marapr04.html), Legal Affairs, March–April, 2004
• An Arnold Rothstein Chronology (http://www.davidpietrusza.com/Rothstein-Chronology.html)
• Jon Kalish, "Arnold ‘The Brain’" (http://web.archive.org/web/20070929111828/http://www.forward.com/
articles/arnold-the-brain/), Review of David Pietrusza, Rothstein: The Life, Times, and Murder of the Criminal
Genius Who Fixed the 1919 World Series], Jewish Daily Forward, 31 October 2003
• Arnold Rothstein grave (http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSsr=81&GScid=66567&
GRid=908&.), Find-a-Grave

55

Bill Burns (baseball)

56

Bill Burns (baseball)
Bill Burns

Pitcher
Born: January 27, 1880
San Saba, Texas
Died: June 6, 1953 (aged 73)
Ramona, California
Batted: Both

Threw: Left

MLB debut
April 18, 1908 for the Washington Senators
Last MLB appearance
May 23, 1912 for the Detroit Tigers
Career statistics
Win–loss record
Earned run average
Strikeouts

30–52
2.72
233

Teams
•
•
•
•
•

Washington Senators (1908–1909)
Chicago White Sox (1909–1910)
Cincinnati Reds (1910–1911)
Philadelphia Phillies (1911)
Detroit Tigers (1912)
Career highlights and awards

William Thomas "Bill" Burns (January 27, 1880 – June 6, 1953), nicknamed "Sleepy Bill," was an American
baseball player who played as a pitcher in Major League Baseball for five different teams from 1908 to 1912. Burns
earned his nickname for his noticeable lack of intensity on the mound.[1]
Bill Burns is best known for his involvement in the alleged fixing of the 1919 Chicago White Sox World Series,
dubbed the Black Sox Scandal.
In his five-year career, Burns played for the Washington Senators, Chicago White Sox, Cincinnati Reds,
Philadelphia Phillies, and Detroit Tigers.[2] In his rookie season, 1908, Burns had a 1.69 ERA (sixth best in the
American League). However, he had a career record of 30-52 as a pitcher and never won more than eight games in a
season.

Bill Burns (baseball)

Involvement in the Black Sox Scandal
Prior to the start of the 1919 World Series, a group of players from the Chicago White Sox agreed to intentionally
lose the world series in exchange for money from gamblers. Burns met with Eddie Cicotte and Chick Gandil at The
Ansonia, a hotel in New York City during the formative stages of the event.[3]
It is likely that Burns operated on behalf of Arnold Rothstein, a New York businessman and gambler. Burns relayed
messages back and forth between the players who had agreed to fix the games and a person whose initials were
"A.R.".[4]
After news of the scandal broke, a trial took place in Chicago, Illinois. During this trial, Burns served as a witness for
the prosecution. Assistant State Attorney Edward Prindeville examined Burns during the trial.
"I told them I had the hundred thousand dollars to handle the throwing of the World Series. I also told
them that I had the names of the men who were going to finance it. I told them they were waiting
below." - Testimony of Sleepy Bill Burns

References
[1] "Bill Burns" (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ bullpen/ Bill_Burns). baseball-reference.com. . Retrieved 2010-10-25.
[2] "Bill Burns" (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ b/ burnsbi01. shtml). baseball-reference.com. . Retrieved 2007-06-20.
[3] "The Major Players" (http:/ / www. blackbetsy. com/ jjmajor. htm). blackbetsy.com. . Retrieved 2007-06-05.
[4] "Key Figures in the 1919 Black Sox Scandal" (http:/ / www. davidpietrusza. com/ Rothstein-BlackSox. html). davidpietrusza.com. . Retrieved
2007-06-05.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference (http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/
b/burnsbi01.shtml), or Fangraphs (http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1001701), or The
Baseball Cube (http://www.thebaseballcube.com/profile.asp?P=Bill-Burns), or Baseball-Reference (Minors)
(http://www.baseball-reference.com/minors/player.cgi?id=burns-006wil)
• law.umkc.edu (http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/blacksox/trialtestimony.html) Excerpts of
Bill Burns' Trial Testimony

57

58

others
Chicago White Sox
Chicago White Sox
2012 Chicago White Sox season
Established

1894
Based in Chicago since 1900

Cap insignia
Team logo
Major league affiliations
•

American League (1901–present)
•

West Division (1969-1993)
Central Division (1994–present)
Current uniform

Retired numbers

2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 16, 19, 35, 42, 72
Colors

•

Black, Silver, White
Name

•

Chicago White Sox (1901–present)

Chicago White Sox

•
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(Chicago) White Stockings (1900–1903)

* From 1900 to 1903, the official name did not contain the city name of Chicago, although it was based there
•
•

St. Paul Saints (1895–1899)
Sioux City Cornhuskers (1894)
Other nicknames

•

The Sox, The ChiSox, The South Siders, The Pale Hose, The Good Guys, The South Side Hitmen
Ballpark

•

U.S. Cellular Field (1991–present)
•

•
•

a.k.a. Comiskey Park (II) (1991–2003)

Milwaukee County Stadium (1968, 1969)
Comiskey Park (I) (1910–1990)
a.k.a. White Sox Park (1910-1912 & 1962-1975)
South Side Park (III) (1900–1910)
•

•

•

a.k.a. White Stockings Park (1900–1903)

(The White Sox played selected home games in Milwaukee in 1968 and 1969)
Major league titles
World Series titles (3)

2005 • 1917 • 1906

AL Pennants (6)

2005 • 1959 • 1919 • 1917
1906 • 1901

WL Pennants (1)

1894

Central Division titles (3)

[1]

2008 • 2005 • 2000

West Division titles (2)

1993 • 1983

Wild card berths (0)

None

[1] - In 1994, a players' strike wiped out the last eight weeks of the season and all post-season. Chicago was in first place in the Central
Division by one game over Cleveland when play was stopped. No official titles were awarded in 1994.
Front office
Owner(s)

Jerry Reinsdorf, Eddie Einhorn, Robert Mazer, Robert Judelson, Judd
Malkin, Allan Muchin, Jay Pinsky, Larry Pogofsky, Lee Stern, Sanford
[1][2]
Takiff, Burton Ury, Charles Walsh

Manager

Robin Ventura

General Manager

Kenny Williams

The Chicago White Sox are a Major League Baseball team located in Chicago, Illinois.The White Sox play in the
American League's Central Division. Since 1991, the White Sox have played in U.S. Cellular Field, which was
originally called New Comiskey Park and nicknamed The Cell by local fans. The White Sox are one of two major
league clubs based in Chicago, the other being the Chicago Cubs of the National League. The White Sox last won
the World Series in 2005 when they played the Houston Astros and swept them in four games.
One of the American League's eight charter franchises, the Chicago team was established as a major league baseball
club in 1900. The club was originally called the Chicago White Stockings, after the nickname abandoned by the
Cubs, and the name was soon shortened to Chicago White Sox, believed to have been because the paper would
shorten it to Sox in the headlines. At this time, the team played their home games at South Side Park. In 1910, the
team moved into historic Comiskey Park, which they would inhabit for more than eight decades.
The White Sox were a strong team during their first two decades, winning the 1906 World Series with a
defense-oriented team dubbed "the Hitless Wonders", and the 1917 World Series led by Eddie Cicotte, Eddie
Collins, and Shoeless Joe Jackson. The 1919 World Series, however, was marred by the Black Sox Scandal, in which

Chicago White Sox
several prominent members of the White Sox (including Cicotte and Jackson) were accused of conspiring with
gamblers to purposefully lose games. Baseball's new commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis took decisive action,
banning the tainted players from Major League Baseball for life. Decades of mediocrity followed for the White Sox
until the 1950s, when perennially competitive teams were blocked from the playoffs by the dynastic New York
Yankees, with the exception of the 1959 pennant winners led by Early Wynn, Nellie Fox, Luis Aparicio, and
manager Al Lopez. Another pennant winner did not come until their championship season of 2005, when the White
Sox won their first World Series championship in 88 years, breaking their epochal drought only a year after the
Boston Red Sox had broken their slightly shorter but more celebrated "curse."

Franchise history
1894–1900: Western League
The team began as the minor league Sioux City Cornhuskers and played in the Western League. The WL
reorganized itself in November 1893, with Ban Johnson as President. Johnson, a Cincinnati-based reporter, had been
recommended by his friend Charles Comiskey, former major league star with the St. Louis Browns in the 1880s,
who was then managing the Cincinnati Reds. After the 1894 season, when Comiskey's contract with the Reds was
up, he decided to take his chances at ownership. He bought the Sioux City team and transferred it to Saint Paul,
Minnesota, where it enjoyed some success over the next five seasons.
In 1900, the Western League changed its name to the American League. It was still officially a minor league, subject
to the governing National Agreement and an underling of the National League. The NL actually gave permission to
the AL to put a team in Chicago, provided he not use the city name in the team's branding. Comiskey moved his St.
Paul club to the Near South Side and renamed it the White Stockings, grabbing a nickname that had once been used
by the Chicago Cubs. The White Stockings won the 1900 American League pennant led by player-manager Dick
Padden,[3][4] the final WL/AL championship season as a minor league.[5] After the season, the AL declined to renew
its membership in the National Agreement and declared itself a major league.

1901–14: Early years
After acquiring a number of stars from the older league, including pitcher and manager Clark Griffith, the White
Stockings also captured the AL's first major-league pennant the next year, in 1901. Headline editors at the Chicago
Tribune sports department immediately began shortening the name to "White Sox," and the team officially adopted
the shorter name in 1904. The name change to the White Sox was brought on after scorekeeper Christoph Hynes
wrote White Sox at the top of a scorecard rather than White Stockings, this scorecard was then seen by the press. The
White Sox would continue to be built on pitching and defense in the following years, led by pitching workhorse Ed
Walsh, who routinely pitched over 400 innings each season in his prime.
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1903–16: The Hitless Wonders
Walsh, Doc White and Nick Altrock paced the White
Sox to their 1906 pennant and faced the crosstown rival
Cubs in the 1906 World Series. The Cubs had won a
then-record 116 regular-season games and were an
overwhelming favorite to defeat the White Sox,
especially since the White Sox had the lowest team
batting average in the American League that year.
However, in a stunning upset, the White Sox took the
Series, and intracity bragging rights, in six games. To
this day, the 1906 White Sox are known as "the Hitless
Wonders."
Ed Walsh was a dominant starter for the White Sox from 1904 to
1916 and holds the lowest career ERA in Major League history.

The White Sox spent the next decade alternating
between solid and mediocre seasons. During this time,
however, they acquired a solid core of players such as catcher Ray Schalk, shortstop / third baseman Buck Weaver,
and pitchers Eddie Cicotte, Red Faber and Reb Russell.
In 1915, Pants Rowland became the manager and the White Sox added outfielder Shoeless Joe Jackson, second
baseman Eddie Collins and outfielder Happy Felsch to the line-up. The White Sox finished in 3rd place with a record
of 93–61. In 1916, the White Sox acquired pitcher Lefty Williams and finished 2nd at 89–65.

The 1917 World Champions
In 1917, the White Sox put the final pieces of the puzzle together with the addition of first baseman Chick Gandil
and shortstop Swede Risberg. Weaver was moved over to third base.
The White Sox roared through the American League in 1917 with a record of 100–54—still a franchise record for
wins and winning percentage—and won the pennant by 9 games over the Boston Red Sox. Their offense, led by
Collins (.289, 91 runs), Felsch (.308, 102 RBI) and Jackson (.301, 91 runs), was 1st in runs scored. The White Sox
pitching staff, led by Eddie Cicotte (28–12 1.53 ERA), Williams (17–8 2.97 ERA), Red Faber (16–13 1.92 ERA)
and Reb Russell (15–5 1.95 ERA), ranked 1st with a 2.16 ERA.
1917 World Series
The White Sox faced the 98–56 New York Giants in the 1917 World Series. The White Sox won Game 1 of the
Series in Chicago 2–1 behind a complete game by Cicotte. Felsch hit a home run in the 4th inning that provided the
winning margin. The White Sox beat the Giants in Game 2 by a score of 7–2 behind another complete game effort
by Faber to take a 2–0 lead in the series.
Back in New York for Game 3, Cicotte again threw a complete game, but the White Sox could not muster a single
run against Giants starter Rube Benton and lost 2–0. In Game 4 the White Sox were shut out again 5–0 by Ferdie
Schupp. Faber threw another complete game, but the Series was going back to Chicago even at 2–2.
Reb Russell started Game 5 in Chicago, but only faced 3 batters before giving way to Cicotte. Going into the bottom
of the 7th inning, Chicago was down 5–2, but they rallied to score 3 in the 7th and 3 in the 8th to win 8–5. Red Faber
pitched the final 2 innings for the win. In Game 6, the White Sox took an early 3–0 lead and on the strength of
another complete game victory from Faber (his third of the Series) won 4–2 and clinched the World Championship.
Eddie Collins was the hitting hero, batting .409 over the 6 game series while Cicotte and Faber combined to pitch 50
out of a total 52 World Series innings to lead the staff.
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1918–20: "The Eight Men Out"
After an off-year in the war-shortened season of 1918, the club
bounced back to win the pennant in 1919 and entered the World Series
heavily favored to defeat the Cincinnati Reds in a best-of-9.
However, just before the Series, it became known that some big money
was being bet on the Reds, fueling talk that the Series was fixed. The
White Sox lost to the Reds in eight games.
1920
Rumors of a fix continued unabated through the 1920 season
The 1919 Chicago White Sox
campaign, even as the White Sox roared through the season and
appeared on their way to a third pennant in four years. The team's pitching was particularly strong that year; the 1920
White Sox pitching staff was the first in the majors to feature four 20-game winners.
Black Sox Scandal
In September 1920, an investigation into a fixed Cubs game eventually turned in the direction of the 1919 Series.
During the investigation, Cicotte and Jackson confessed. Comiskey, who himself had turned a blind eye to the
rumors previously, was compelled to suspend the remaining seven players (Gandil, eventually perceived as the
ringleader, the one "connected" to the gamblers, had retired after the 1919 season) before their last season series
against the St. Louis Browns. The suspensions ground the team to a halt; they lost two out of three games to the
Browns and finished second, two games behind the Cleveland Indians. However, the evidence of their involvement
(signed confessions) disappeared from the Cook County courthouse, and lacking that tangible evidence, a criminal
trial (whose scope was limited to the question of defrauding the public) ended in acquittals of all the players.
Regardless, with the public's trust of the game of baseball at stake, newly installed Commissioner of Baseball
Kenesaw Mountain Landis banned all the accused from baseball for life.

1922–50: The lean years
From 1901 to 1920, the White Sox won five out of a possible 19 pennants. However, they were severely crippled by
the loss of seven of their best players in their prime. With a depleted roster, the White Sox dropped into seventh
place in 1921 and would not contend again until 1936. During that stretch, only the 1925 and 1926 teams even
managed to top .500. During this period, the White Sox featured stars such as third baseman Willie Kamm, shortstop
Luke Appling, outfielder Leo Najo and pitcher Ted Lyons. However, an outstanding team was never developed
around them, or a deep pitching staff. Ironically, the White Sox almost landed Babe Ruth; they offered to trade
Jackson to the Red Sox for Ruth after owner Harry Frazee put his troublemaking star on the market. The White Sox
offered Jackson and $60,000; however, the New York Yankees offered an all-cash deal of $100,000. Between the
dumping of star players by the Philadelphia Athletics and the Red Sox, and the decimation of the White Sox, a
"power vacuum" was created in the American League, into which the Yankees would soon move.
The White Sox finally became competitive again under popular manager Jimmy Dykes, who led them from 1934 to
1946 – still the longest managerial tenure in team history. However, the White Sox did not completely recover from
their malaise until the team was rebuilt in the 1950s under managers Paul Richards, Marty Marion, and Al Lopez.
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1950–67: "Go-Go Sox" and the Bridesmaid Years
Following Charles Comiskey's death in 1931, the team continued to be operated by his family – first by his son
Louis, then by Louis' widow Grace, and finally by their daughter Dorothy Rigney. Not until 1959 did the team pass
out of the family (thanks in part to a feud between Dorothy and her brother Chuck) to a new ownership group, led by
Bill Veeck, who had previously run both the Cleveland Indians and the St. Louis Browns.
During the 1950s, the team had begun to restore its respectability with manager Paul Richards utilizing an offensive
philosophy emphasizing speed and a spectacular style of defense.[6] Perennial All-Star Minnie Miñoso, a former
Negro Leaguer who became the White Sox' first black player in 1951, personified both aspects, leading the league in
stolen bases while hitting over .300 and providing terrific play in left field. The additions of rookie shortstop Luis
Aparicio in 1956 and manager Al Lopez in 1957 continued the strengthening of the team, joining longtime team
standouts such as Nellie Fox at second base, pitchers Billy Pierce and Virgil Trucks, and catcher Sherm Lollar. The
White Sox would lead the American League in stolen bases every year from 1951 to 1961.
Although the White Sox had winning records every season from 1951 through 1967, the Yankees dynasty of the era
often left the White Sox frustrated in second place; they were league runner-up 5 times between 1957 and 1965.
Health problems forced Veeck to sell the team to brothers Arthur and John Allyn in 1961, and while the team
continued to play well, many of the ballpark thrills seemed to be missing. The White Sox had several outstanding
pitching staffs in the 1960s, with pitchers who had the best ERA in four different seasons -- Frank Baumann, 2.67
(1960), Gary Peters, 2.33 (1963), and again with 1.98 (1966) and finally Joe Horlen, 2.06 (1967).
1959
In 1959, the team won its first pennant in 40 years, thanks to the efforts of several eventual Hall of Famers – Lopez,
Aparicio, Fox (the league MVP), and pitcher Early Wynn, who won the Cy Young Award at a time when only one
award was presented for both leagues. The White Sox would also acquire slugger Ted Kluszewski, a local area
native, from the Pittsburgh Pirates for the final pennant push. Kluszewski gave the team a much-needed slugger for
the stretch run, and he hit nearly .300 for the White Sox in the final month. Lopez had also managed the Cleveland
Indians to the World Series in 1954, making him the only manager to interrupt the New York Yankees pennant run
between 1949 and 1964 inclusive.
1959 World Series
After the pennant-clinching victory, Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley, a life-long White Sox fan, ordered his fire
chief to set off the city's air raid sirens. Many Chicagoans became fearful and confused since 1959 was the height of
the Cold War; however, they relaxed somewhat upon realizing it was part of the White Sox' celebration. The White
Sox won Game 1 of the World Series 11–0 on the strength of Kluszewski's two home runs, their last postseason
home win until 2005. The Los Angeles Dodgers, however, won three of the next four games and captured their first
World Series championship since moving to the west coast in 1958. 92,706 fans witnessed Game 5 of the World
Series at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, the most ever to attend a World Series game, or for that matter any
non-exhibition major league baseball game. The White Sox won that game 1–0 over the Dodgers' 23-year-old
pitcher Sandy Koufax, but the Dodgers clinched the series by beating the White Sox 9–3 two days later at Comiskey
Park.
Veeck ownership
Due to Veeck's arrival in 1959, Comiskey Park instantly became a ballpark filled with a series of promotional stunts
which helped draw record crowds, the most obvious being the exploding fireworks Veeck installed in the scoreboard
to celebrate home runs and victories. And in 1960, they became the first team in the history of sports to wear last
names on the back of their jerseys, a Veeck innovation. Unlike Charles Comiskey, Veeck was considered a
player-friendly owner, and players enjoyed playing for him.
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1964
The 1964 season was especially frustrating, as the team won 98 games, four more than 1959, including their last nine
in a row – yet finished one game behind the pennant-winning Yankees, who had a late-season eleven-game win
streak that opened up just enough room to stave off the White Sox's final charge.
1967
The White Sox were also involved in one of the closest pennant races in history in 1967. After leading the American
League for most of the season, on the final weekend, the White Sox, Red Sox, Minnesota Twins and Detroit Tigers
all had a shot at the pennant. However, the Red Sox would assert themselves in the final weekend, beating the Twins
to take the pennant by a single game. The White Sox finished in 4th at 89–73, three games behind.

1968–75: Going somewhere?
In 1968, Bud Selig, a former minority owner of the Milwaukee Braves who had been unable to stop the relocation of
his team three years earlier, contracted with the Allyn brothers to host nine home games (one against each of the
other American League clubs) at Milwaukee County Stadium as part of an attempt to attract an expansion franchise
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The experiment was staggeringly successful - those nine games drew 264,297 fans. In Chicago that season, the
White Sox drew 539,478 fans to their remaining 58 home dates (72 games, 14 doubleheaders). In just a handful of
games, the Milwaukee crowds accounted for nearly one-third of the total attendance at White Sox games.
In 1969, the league expanded from 10 teams to 12, and the White Sox schedule in Milwaukee was likewise expanded
to include 11 home games (again, one against every opponent). Although those games were attended by slightly
fewer fans (198,211 fans, for an average of 18,019) they represented a greater percentage of the total White Sox
attendance than the previous year - over one-third of the fans who went to White Sox games did so at Milwaukee
County Stadium. In the remaining 59 home dates in Chicago (70 games, 11 doubleheaders), the White Sox drew
391,335 for an average of 6,632 per date.
Selig was denied an expansion franchise at the 1968 owners' meetings, and turned his efforts toward purchasing and
relocating an existing club. His search began close to home with the White Sox themselves. According to Selig, he
had a handshake agreement with Arthur Allyn in early 1969 to purchase a majority stake in the White Sox and move
them north to Milwaukee. The American League, however, blocked the sale, unwilling to give up its presence in a
major city. Allyn instead sold his shares to his brother John, who agreed to stay in Chicago. Selig would go on to buy
the Seattle Pilots and move them to Milwaukee instead.
The White Sox had a brief resurgence in 1972, with slugger Dick Allen winning the MVP award; but injuries,
especially to popular third baseman Bill Melton, took their toll and the team finished 5½ games behind Oakland, the
eventual world champion.
Several lawsuits against Major League Baseball from Seattle over the move of the Pilots to Milwaukee almost
resulted in the White Sox being moved to the Emerald City in 1975. An elaborate scheme for a franchise shuffle
soon came to light. The White Sox were to be moved to Seattle, then the Oakland Athletics were to take the White
Sox's place in Comiskey Park. Oakland owner Charlie Finley was from nearby La Porte, Indiana. His A's had not
drawn well during their Championship years in Oakland, California, and he wanted to bring them to Chicago.
However, the shuffle collapsed when owner John Allyn sold the team to the physically rehabilitated Bill Veeck. In
1977, the Seattle Mariners were created, thus restoring the major leagues' presence in the Pacific Northwest.
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1976–81: The Return of Veeck and the South Side Hitmen
On December 10, 1975, Bill Veeck regained ownership of the team, and he vowed to make the White Sox an
exciting team again. Besides his customary promotions, Veeck introduced retro uniforms and shorts. The shorts were
only worn three times. The first time was during the initial game of a doubleheader against the Kansas City Royals at
Comiskey Park on August 8, 1976, followed by appearances on August 21 and August 22.[7] The 1976 team was one
of the worst White Sox teams ever, winning only 64 games (.398), drawing fewer than 915,000 fans.
Veeck's strategy to make the team competitive quickly, dubbed "rent-a-player" by sports writers, involved acquiring
star players entering the final year of their contracts. The theory was that the players would strive to put up huge
numbers in hopes of getting a big contract at the end of the season, and carry the club with them. The first of these
acquisitions was made prior to the 1977 season and the last prior to the 1978 season. While this approach had the
virtue of not having been tried, it was unsustainable. The Sox had to give up several young prospects in exchange for
veteran players who invariably signed with other clubs after their single season in Chicago.
During this period the Sox acquired several players who were once stars but were past their primes. One was Don
Kessinger, a shortstop who had his best years with the crosstown Cubs. Kessinger served as a player-manager in
1979. Another was outfielder Ralph Garr, who had his best seasons with the Atlanta Braves. A once-notable pitcher
was John "Blue Moon" Odom, a former Oakland Athletics star. On July 28, 1976, Odom combined with Francisco
Barrios on a no-hitter against Oakland, which proved to be Odom's last major league victory. The Sox also brought
in Clay Carroll, a right-handed relief pitcher who was a key member of the Cincinnati Reds championship teams in
the mid-1970s.
Since the Sox didn't have the revenue of the wealthier clubs, Veeck looked for any edge he could find. The club held
open tryouts during spring training in 1978. They looked at pretty much anyone who showed up. Each player's name
was sewn on his uniform, ostensibly to prove that the tryouts were legitimate and not just a stunt. This approach was
the subject of an article in Sports Illustrated. The spring training tryout became a White Sox tradition that continues
to this day.[8]
1977
The 1977 season was a memorable one for the South Siders, led by off-season acquisitions Oscar Gamble (.297
AVG, 31 HR, 83 RBI), Richie Zisk (.290 AVG, 30 HR, 101 RBI) and American League Comeback Player of the
Year Eric Soderholm (.280 AVG, 25 HR, 67 RBI). The team, known by the press and fans as the "South Side
Hitmen" hit a since-broken team record 192 home runs and were in first place in the American League West as late
as August enroute to a third place finish (90–72). They also drew a team-record 1,657,135 fans to Comiskey (since
broken as well). Manager Bob Lemon was named AL Manager of the Year by UPI for his efforts.[9]
1978
After the 1977 season Gamble and Zisk signed with other teams - Gamble with the San Diego Padres and Zisk with
the Texas Rangers. Veeck's attempt to replace them with Bobby Bonds and Ron Blomberg fizzled as the 1978 team
lost 90 games. Bonds appeared in only 26 games for the Sox before being dealt to the Texas Rangers, and
Blomberg's major league career ended with the season's final game.
1979–1981
Two tough years followed: 87 losses in 1979 (including the infamous July 12 forfeit on Disco Demolition Night; see
Steve Dahl) and 90 losses in 1980.
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Veeck began building a farm system that produced several noteworthy
players including Harold Baines and Britt Burns. But Veeck could not
compete in the free agent market or afford what he called "the high
price of mediocrity." By 1980, the White Sox were looking for new
ownership. Veeck favored Ohio real estate tycoon Edward J.
DeBartolo Sr., who tried to buy several teams and move them to New
Orleans. DeBartolo pleaded to be allowed to buy the White Sox and he
promised to keep the team in Chicago. Baseball commissioner Bowie
Kuhn blocked the deal, because he thought DeBartolo would be bad
for baseball.
New ownership
Instead, Veeck sold the team to an ownership group headed by Jerry
Reinsdorf and Eddie Einhorn. The new owners moved quickly to show
that they were committed to winning by signing All-Star catcher
Carlton Fisk from the Red Sox as well as power-hitting outfielder Greg
Luzinski from the defending champion Phillies during the 1980–81
offseason. They also retained the club's young, relatively unknown
manager Tony La Russa.

Harold Baines, who hit 21 home runs with the
White Sox, in 2001

1982–89: "Winning Ugly"
1983
In 1983, the White Sox enjoyed their best success in a generation. After a mediocre first half, the White Sox decided
that they needed speed at the top of the lineup. The Sox traded second baseman Tony Bernazard to the Mariners for
Julio Cruz. With Cruz's speed, they went 60–25 to close out the season, clinching the AL West title, which earned
Manager Tony La Russa his first Manager of the Year award.
Doug Rader, then manager of the Texas Rangers, derisively accused the team of "winning ugly" for their style of
play, which reflected a tendency to win games through scrappy play rather than strong hitting or pitching. Rader also
thought that if the White Sox played in the Eastern Division, they would finish 5th behind powerhouses such as
Baltimore, New York, and Milwaukee. Chicago media and White Sox fans picked up on the phrase, and turned
"Winning Ugly" into the team slogan. While they had a great run in the regular season, they were not able to carry
that over into the postseason as they lost to a powerful Baltimore Orioles team 3 games to 1 in the AL Championship
Series. LaMarr Hoyt led the White Sox to a 2–1 victory in Game 1, but the Orioles clinched the series with a 3–0
ten-inning victory in Game 4. White Sox pitcher Burns pitched a "gutsy" game, throwing 9⅓ shutout innings before
a home run by Tito Landrum broke up the game and the hearts of the South Side faithful.

Chicago White Sox
1985–89
The club slid back into mediocrity for the rest of the 1980s, contending only in 1985. Before the 1985 season began,
the White Sox traded pitcher LaMarr Hoyt to the San Diego Padres in exchange for flashy shortstop Ozzie Guillén.
Guillen would win the AL Rookie Of The Year award. In 1986, broadcaster-turned-general manager Ken "Hawk"
Harrelson fired La Russa after a poor start. The club wouldn't contend again until 1990, the final year in Comiskey
Park.

1990s: "Good Guys Wear Black"
1990
That season, most of their young talent blossomed. Closer Bobby Thigpen established a then record of 57 saves. In
addition to that, first baseman Frank Thomas, pitchers Alex Fernandez and Jack McDowell, and third baseman
Robin Ventura would make their presences felt on the South Side. The White Sox of 1990 won 94 games, but
finished 9 games behind the powerful Oakland Athletics.
On July 11, as part of the celebration of Comiskey Park, the White Sox played a Turn Back the Clock game against
the Milwaukee Brewers; the Brewers won 12–9 in 13 innings after posting a 6-run rally in the 8th inning to tie the
game. The White Sox wore their 1917 home uniforms. This was the first Turn Back the Clock game in the major
leagues and started what has become a popular promotion. New Comiskey Park opened in 1991, and was completed
at a cost of $167 million.
1993
The team reached the ALCS in 1993. The White Sox were led by Thomas, Ventura, multi-sport star Bo Jackson, Cy
Young Award winner McDowell and All-Star closer Roberto Hernández and won the last AL West before
realignment with a 94–68 record. However, the White Sox were a big disappointment in the ALCS, losing to the
defending World Champion Toronto Blue Jays in six games. The Jays would go on to win the World Series again in
1993.
1994
The White Sox led the new American League Central at the time of the 1994 players' strike.

2000–04
2000: The Kids Can Play
Under Manager Jerry Manuel, the White Sox fielded a talented but chronically under-achieving team. In 2000,
however, the White Sox had one of their best teams since the 1983 club. This team, whose slogan was "The Kids
Can Play," won 95 games en route to an AL Central division title. The team scored runs at a blistering pace, which
enabled them to overcome the effects of a mediocre pitching staff, led by Mike Sirotka and James Baldwin. Frank
Thomas nearly won his third MVP award with his offensive output; he was helped by good offensive years from
Magglio Ordóñez, Paul Konerko, Carlos Lee and José Valentín.
As in 1983 and 1993, the 2000 team could not carry its success over into the postseason, getting swept by the
wild-card Seattle Mariners in the Division Series. Despite new club records for hits (1,615), runs scored (978), RBI
(926), home runs (216), and doubles (325), the White Sox hit only .185 in the ALDS and failed to score a run after
the third inning in any of the three games.
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2003
In 2003, Comiskey Park was renamed after cell phone company U.S. Cellular bought the naming rights at $68
million over 20 years, a very unpopular move among fans. In 2003 The All Star game was held for the first time at
their new park.

2005: "Win Or Die Trying"
The changes made an immediate impact on the team. In 2005, the
White Sox posted the best record in the major leagues for much of the
year, before a late season slump saw the St. Louis Cardinals overtake
them (100 wins vs. 99 wins). Though a serious challenge for their
dominance of the division was mounted late in the year by the
Cleveland Indians (the Tribe actually reduced what was once a 15
game lead for the White Sox down to 1½ games at one point only to
lose the last 7 games), Chicago scored a 4–2 victory over the Detroit
Ozzie Guillén
Tigers on September 29 to win their first AL Central Division title
since 2000. Finishing at 99–63 (.611) tied their 1983 record, and won
the division by six games. The last time they had a higher percentage than that was 1920, when they finished second
in the league thanks to the late-season "Black Sox" suspensions. The combination of the league's best record with the
American League victory in the All-Star Game gave the White Sox the home field advantage throughout the 2005
postseason (perhaps unnecessary as the White Sox won every post-season road game they played in 2005).
2005 ALDS
In the 2005 American League Division Series, the White Sox took on the Boston Red Sox, the 2005 AL wild-card
winners and the defending World Series champions. The White Sox defeated the Red Sox in a three-game sweep.
They won the first two games (scoring a 14–2 victory in the first game – their first postseason win at home since
1959 – and 5–4 in the second) of the series at home before claiming a 5–3 victory at Fenway Park in Boston. Scott
Podsednik hit his first home run of the season in the first game of the series.
The ALDS also set the tone for what would be an unusually suspenseful post-season; while their first game was
considered a blow-out, the remaining games saw the White Sox making the most of rare opportunities and hanging
on to narrow leads. In the first inning of game 1, the White Sox put up 5 runs, and never looked back. A late inning
three-run home run by Scott Podsednik - his first home run of the season, was the icing on the cake in the game 1
blowout. In Game 2, the White Sox were actually down 4–2 when Red Sox second baseman Tony Graffanino,
formerly playing for the White Sox, let Juan Uribe's potential inning-ending, double-play grounder go through his
legs; one out later, Tadahito Iguchi hit a three-run homer to left that clinched the game for the White Sox. In Game 3,
Orlando Hernández entered the game with the bases loaded and nobody out with the White Sox ahead by only one
run in the bottom of the sixth inning. Based on their regular season performance, it was later calculated that the Red
Sox's probability of winning at that point was .662, even though they were trailing by one run. Instead, the first two
batters, Jason Varitek and Tony Graffanino, both popped out, and Johnny Damon struck out swinging on a breaking
ball. Hernandez went on to retire six of the next seven batters, and the White Sox's rookie reliever Bobby Jenks
closed out the game.
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2005 ALCS
The White Sox then moved on to face the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim in the ALCS. The Angels won Game 1,
3–2, The White Sox only post-season loss.
In Game 2 on October 12, the teams were involved in one of the most controversial endings in baseball playoff
history. With the score tied 1–1 with two outs in the bottom of the ninth, A. J. Pierzynski apparently struck out to
end the inning. At first Pierzynski headed back to the dugout but ran to first base upon realizing that umpire Doug
Eddings had ruled that Angels catcher Josh Paul (a former White Sox player) did not field the ball cleanly, meaning
he would have to either tag the batter or throw to the first baseman to record the out (see uncaught third strike).
Despite vehement protests from various members of the Angels, including manager Mike Scioscia, Pierzynski was
awarded first base. Pinch-runner Pablo Ozuna replaced Pierzynski and stole second base. Third baseman Joe Crede
then delivered a double on the third pitch to give the White Sox a 2–1 win. Overshadowed by that play was the
1-run, 5-hit complete game pitched by Mark Buehrle. Buehrle's excellent effort allowed the White Sox to capture
their first-ever home victory in ALCS history.
Buoyed by their win, the White Sox traveled to Anaheim, California, where starters Jon Garland, Freddy García, and
José Contreras (who had dropped Game 1 to the Angels in Chicago) pitched three more complete game victories
consecutively over the Angels, giving the White Sox their first American League pennant since 1959. White Sox
slugger Paul Konerko was named the ALCS MVP, on the strength of his two home runs, 7 RBI, and .286 average.
Especially in light of the evolution of the game, the White Sox four straight complete games was considered an
unbelievable achievement. In fact, since José Contreras pitched 8⅓ innings in game 1, the White Sox bullpen saw a
total of ⅔ of an inning pitched (by Neal Cotts) in the entire series. The last time four consecutive complete games
had been pitched in a championship series was in the 1956 World Series between the Brooklyn Dodgers and New
York Yankees, and the 1928 Yankees were the last team to win four consecutive complete games in a championship
series. In fact, the last time any major league pitching staff had hurled four straight complete game victories was near
the end of the 1983 regular season, when the Texas Rangers accomplished the feat.
2005 World Series
The White Sox now advanced to the World Series, where they would take on the National League champion
Houston Astros. The White Sox' appearance in the World Series was bittersweet for longtime franchise star Frank
Thomas. One of the most popular and productive players in the franchise's long history, Thomas would finally be
going to a World Series in his 16th major league season. However, due to injury, Thomas would be unable to
participate except as an observer, and his contributions to the White Sox in 2005 were limited.
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Game 1 saw Astros' ace Roger Clemens
leave the game with a hamstring
injury,leaving Jose Contreras to finish up
the Astros and Chicago took advantage of
its opponents' weakness, winning 5–3. Joe
Crede especially made an impressive
showing with his stellar defensive plays at
third base.
Game 2 of the Series, as in the ALCS, saw
the White Sox again involved in a
controversial play. With the White Sox
down 4–2 in the seventh with two outs and
two runners on base, the home plate umpire
ruled that Jermaine Dye had been hit by a
Champions Plaza, U.S. Cellular Field - Chicago, Illinois
pitch, while the Astros argued (and TV
replays confirmed) that the ball had actually
hit the bat. Dye was given a free pass to
first, and the next batter, Paul Konerko,
launched a grand slam into left field to give
Chicago a 6–4 lead. Houston tied the game
on a two-run single with two outs in the top
of the ninth, but in the bottom of the ninth,
Scott Podsednik hit a walk-off solo home
run off Brad Lidge to give the White Sox a
Chicago skyline during the World Series
thrilling 7–6 victory and a 2–0 lead in the
supporting the White Sox
Series. Podsednik was the first player in
major league history to hit a home run in the
World Series after not having hit any during the regular season. (He did, however, have a home run in Game 1 of the
ALDS against Boston, making the World Series home run his second of the playoffs.)
The World Series then shifted to Houston for Game 3, in which Astros' starter and NLCS MVP Roy Oswalt cruised
with a 4–0 lead until the wheels totally came off for him with a five-run fifth by the White Sox. The Astros managed
to tie the game in the eighth, but repeatedly blew scoring opportunities in the next few innings. Finally, in the top of
the 14th, former Astro Geoff Blum hit a tie-breaking home run; the White Sox took a commanding 3–0 Series lead
with a 7–5 victory in the longest World Series game in history (in terms of time; tied for most innings). Ozzie
Guillén sent Mark Buehrle in to get the last out in the bottom of the 14th to get the save after he had started Game 2,
and later remarked that he was set to send Pablo Ozuna (a position player) in to pitch if the Astros somehow
extended the game.
Game 4 was a pitcher's duel between Freddy García and Brandon Backe. The game was scoreless until Jermaine Dye
singled to center off of Brad Lidge, driving in Willie Harris for what turned out to be the winning run. This was the
second game of the series in which Lidge had given up the game winning run (Podesednik's home run in Game 2).
Game 4 also saw a spectacular defensive play by Juan Uribe, as the Chicago shortstop fell two rows into the stands
in order to retire Chris Burke for the second out in the bottom of the ninth. Uribe also earned the assist in the final
out of the Series on the next play, as he narrowly threw Orlando Palmeiro out at first to give the White Sox their first
World Series crown since 1917.
A grounder up the middle, past Jenks, Uribe has it, he throws- OUT! OUT! A WHITE SOX WINNER! AND
A WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP!
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— White Sox radio announcer John Rooney calling the final play on WMVP 1000

Dye was named the World Series MVP in the four-game sweep.
Only the 1927 Yankees and the 1984 Detroit Tigers were able to
achieve such a feat. Their 11–1 postseason record was tied with 1999
Yankees as the best single post season mark. (Only Cincinnati Reds in
1976 had a better winning percentage by going 7–0.) Also, their 8
game winning streak (the four wins over the Angels and the sweep
against the Astros) is tied with the Boston Red Sox (who won 8 games
in a row en route to their 2004 World Series championship) for the
longest postseason winning streak in Major League History. The White
Sox also became the only team to win all three post-season victories on
The White Sox' World Series Trophy on display
the road. Amazingly, despite their 105 year history, this was only the
at U.S. Cellular Field during the 2006 season
franchise's third World Series championship, (following victories in
1917 and 1906). It also marked their first pennant since the advent of
divisional play in 1969 (the White Sox won the inaugural American League pennant in 1901, but this was 2 years
prior to the first modern World Series).

2006–present: Post-World Series
2006 season
After leading the wild card race for much of the season, the White Sox
faltered, losing 15 of 24 at the beginning of September to eliminate
them from playoff contention, ending their chances of becoming the
first repeat winner of the World Series since the New York Yankees in
1999 and 2000. They nonetheless finished with a 90–72 record, the
season's best record by a non-playoff team.
This was the first year a White Sox manager had led the AL All-Star
squad since 1994, when Gene Lamont led the team. In addition to
manager Ozzie Guillén, the White Sox had six representatives at the
Jim Thome
77th All-Star Game at PNC Park in Pittsburgh, the most among any
club: starting pitcher Mark Buehrle, closer Bobby Jenks, catcher A. J.
Pierzynski, first basemen Paul Konerko and Jim Thome, and right fielder Jermaine Dye. José Contreras was
originally selected to pitch in the All-Star Game, but was replaced by Francisco Liriano. Guillen removed Contreras
from the roster after a 117-pitch performance in a 19-inning game against Boston on the last day before the All-Star
Break.
Pierzynski was the last White Sox to be named to the team after winning the year's Final Vote, in which the fans
select the 32nd and final player on both the AL and NL squads. Pierzynski is the second White Sox to be selected,
following Scott Podsednik's nomination in 2005. Dye competed in the 2006 CENTURY 21 Home Run Derby; he
managed to hit 7 home runs in the first round, but David Ortiz and Ryan Howard both surpassed that total to knock
Dye out of the competition.
The White Sox drew 2,957,414 fans for an average of 36,511, third in the AL. There were a total of 52 sellouts,
breaking the previous team record of 18. The White Sox also drew 75 crowds in excess of 30,000, another franchise
record.
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2007 season
On April 18, Buehrle pitched a no-hitter against the Texas Rangers, 6–0. Buehrle's only blemish was a walk to
Sammy Sosa in the fifth, but Buehrle would promptly pick Sosa off during the next at-bat. Buehrle secured his spot
in the MLB record books when he forced Rangers catcher Gerald Laird to ground out to third baseman Joe Crede at
9:14 P.M. CDT, sending the crowd of 25,390 at U.S. Cellular Field into a frenzy. He would face the minimum of 27
batters using 106 pitches (66 strikes), with the one walk to Sosa and eight strikeouts. Jermaine Dye hit a grand slam
and Jim Thome added two solo homers in the history-making night.
On July 6, the White Sox announced the signing of Mark Buehrle to a contract extension worth $56 million over four
years. The move came after weeks of rumors of Buehrle possibly being traded.
Overall, the White Sox season was hampered by injuries and a team-wide hitting slump. However, the season was
not a complete failure with Mark Buehrle's no hitter, Jim Thome's 500th home run, and closer Bobby Jenks 41
consecutive batters retired (tying Jim Barr's all-time record and breaking the American League record.) Jenks would
later fall short of the all time record when Kansas City Royal's player Joey Gathright slapped a ground ball into left
field just out of the reaches of third baseman Josh Fields and shortstop Juan Uribe.
The White Sox finished the season fourth in their division with a 72–90 record, behind the Cleveland Indians,
Detroit Tigers, and Minnesota Twins.
2008 Season: Central Champs Again and a "Blackout Game"
On July 31, the day of the trade deadline, the White Sox traded relief pitcher Nick Masset and minor leaguer 2nd
Baseman Danny Richar for Ken Griffey Jr. of the Cincinnati Reds.[10]
On August 14, Jim Thome, Paul Konerko, Alexei Ramirez, and Juan Uribe combined to hit four consecutive home
runs, something that has only been done six other times in the history of Major League Baseball.
On September 29, 2008, Ramirez hit his fourth grand slam of the season, setting a major-league single-season record
for a rookie, off of Detroit Tigers pitcher Gary Glover in an 8–2 White Sox victory to qualify the White Sox for a
one-game playoff against the Minnesota Twins for the AL Central title. This also broke the team record for most
grand slams in a single season.
On September 30, 2008, the White Sox won a
tiebreaker 1–0 against the Minnesota Twins for the
American League playoff spot after a diving catch from
Brian Anderson. A game saving throw to home plate
from center-fielder Ken Griffey Jr. to catcher A. J.
Pierzynski on a flyout to keep Michael Cuddyer from
scoring would keep the Twins scoreless through the top
of the 5th inning. John Danks pitched on only three
days rest and threw 103 pitches for 2 hits and no runs in
eight innings. Bobby Jenks would close the game with
a perfect 9th. The only run of the game came from a
Jim Thome home run, the 541st of his career. This was
the lowest scoring tiebreaker game in MLB history.
Chicago White Sox celebrate after winning a tiebreaker game against
the Minnesota Twins on September 30th, 2008
The White Sox are also the only team in MLB history
to beat three different teams on three consecutive days:
the Cleveland Indians, Detroit Tigers, and Minnesota Twins. They lost to the Tampa Bay Rays in the ALDS, 3
games to 1.
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2009 season
During the 2009 offseason the White Sox declined a team option for
Ken Griffey Jr.[11] The White Sox also let Joe Crede become a free
agent, who went on to sign with the Minnesota Twins, and signed
closer Bobby Jenks to a one-year contract, avoiding arbitration.[12]
Pitcher Bartolo Colon was signed as a free agent on January 15.[12]
Javier Vázquez and Boone Logan were traded to the Atlanta Braves for
prospects Tyler Flowers, Brent Lillibridge, Jon Gilmore and Santos
Rodriguez.[13]
On June 4, the White Sox called up 2008 number one draft pick (eighth
overall), shortstop Gordon Beckham.[14] It took Beckham only 364
days to reach the Major Leagues, as he was drafted on June 5, 2008.[15]
On June 9, the White Sox called up another number one draft pick
(2007, 25th overall), left-handed pitcher Aaron Poreda.[14]

A.J. Pierzynski, April 2009

On July 23, White Sox pitcher Mark Buehrle threw a perfect game
against the Tampa Bay Rays. It was his second career no-hitter, both
with the White Sox, and the second perfect game in team history. After
the game, Buehrle was in the middle of his press conference with the
media when he received a phone call from President Barack Obama to
congratulate him. It was the second time in two weeks that President
Obama and Buehrle had contact, with the first being at the 2009
All-Star game in St. Louis, MO.
Teammates celebrate Mark Buehrle's perfect

On July 28 Mark Buehrle established a new major league baseball
game, July 23, 2009
record, by retiring Minnesota Twin (And former teammate) Joe Crede,
Buehrle retired his 42nd consecutive batter, breaking the record held
by teammate Bobby Jenks, and Jim Barr, Buehrle would retire three more batters. He holds the all time record now
at 45.
On July 31, the White Sox traded 2007 number one draft pick (twenty fifth overall), pitcher Aaron Poreda, Clayton
Richard, Adam Russell and Dexter Carter in exchange for Jake Peavy.
On August 10, the White Sox claimed OF Alex Rios off waivers from the Toronto Blue Jays
On August 31, Jim Thome waived his no-trade clause, allowing the White Sox to trade him to the Los Angeles
Dodgers, and pick up center fielder Justin Fuller. The White Sox also trade Jose Contreras to the Colorado Rockies,
in exchange for Brandon Hynick, a 24 year-old right-handed starter.
2010 season
On the Opening Day, the White Sox shutout the Cleveland 6–0. On that day, Mark Buehrle made an astounding play
when he hurried and picked up a ball with his glove in foul territory and quickly underthrew backwards with his
glove to Paul Konerko, who caught the ball with his bare hand to force out Lou Marson in the fifth inning for the
second out. Paul Konerko broke the franchise record for most home runs hit during the month of April with 11.
On May 11, the Sox opened the two-game series at the new Target Field and took the victory 5–2 over Minnesota,
but the next day lost 3–2.
On August 29, The White Sox hosted Frank Thomas day at U.S. Cellular field against the New York Yankees. Frank
Thomas's Jersey was retired that day. The White Sox Organization also printed his face on the legendary wall in
Left-Center field with other number retirees Billy Pierce to his left and Carlton Fisk to his right. Thomas's image also
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appears under the printed words 'The Catch,' commemorating DeWayne Wise's catch to preserve Mark Buehrle's
perfect game in 2009.
2011 season: "All In"
Following a busy off season, in which the White Sox signed big name free agent Adam Dunn and re-signed first
baseman Paul Konerko and catcher A.J. Pierzynski the White Sox, the 2011 White Sox ended the season with a
79–83 record.
Some notable events for the 2011 Season included: unveiling of a bronze statue of former White Sox slugger Frank
Thomas and the catastrophically horrible season of Adam Dunn in his debut season as the White Sox designated
hitter.[16]
The end of the season was marked by the end of former World Series winning manager Ozzie Guillen who departed
a few days before the end of the regular season, eventually signing as manager with the then Florida Marlins.[17]
Shortly after the 2011 season, the White Sox announced former third baseman Robin Ventura as their new manager,
succeeding interim manager Don Cooper.
2012 season
On April 21, Philip Humber threw the third perfect game in franchise history against the Seattle Mariners at Safeco
Field in Seattle, Washington. It was the 21st perfect game in MLB history.[18]

Nickname
The Chicago White Sox are most prominently nicknamed "the South Siders", based on their particular district within
Chicago. Other nicknames include "the Pale Hose", "the ChiSox", a combination of "Chicago" and "Sox" (as
opposed to the BoSox), mostly just used by the national media, "the Go-Go Sox", a reference to 1959 AL
champions, who got that nickname; "the Good Guys", a reference to the team's one-time motto "Good guys wear
black", coined by Ken "Hawk" Harrelson; and "the Black Sox," referring specifically to the scandal-tainted 1919
team. Most fans and Chicago media refer to the team as simply "the Sox". The Spanish language media sometimes
refer to the team as Medias Blancas for "White Socks."

U.S. Cellular Field
In the late 1980s, the franchise threatened to relocate to Tampa Bay (as did the San Francisco Giants), but frantic
lobbying on the part of the Illinois governor and state legislature resulted in approval (by one vote) of public funding
for a new stadium. Although designed primarily as a baseball stadium (as opposed to a "multipurpose" stadium) New
Comiskey Park (redubbed U.S. Cellular Field in 2003) was built in a 1960s style similar to Dodger Stadium and
Kauffman Stadium. It opened in 1991 to positive reviews; many praised its wide open concourses, excellent sight
lines, and natural grass (unlike other stadiums of the era such as Rogers Centre in Toronto). However, it was quickly
overshadowed in the public imagination by the wave of "nostalgia" or "retro" ballparks, beginning with Oriole Park
at Camden Yards. The park's inaugural season drew 2,934,154 fans - at the time, an all-time attendance record for
any Chicago baseball team.
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Despite a number of innovations in its
original construction - including a
lower
deck
concourse
that
circumscribes the entire stadium,
allowing a view of the game from any
location - the park was often criticized
for its sterile appearance and steep
upper deck.
In recent years, money accrued from
the sale of naming rights to U.S.
Cellular has been allocated for
renovations to make the park more
aesthetically appealing and fan
friendly. Notable renovations of early
View from the upper deck of U.S. Cellular Field in 2006
phases included: re-orientation of the
bullpens parallel to the field of play (thus decreasing slightly the formerly symmetrical dimensions of the outfield);
filling seats in up to and shortening the outfield wall; ballooning foul-line seat sections out toward the field of play;
creating a new multi-tiered batter's eye, allowing fans to see out through one-way screens from the center-field
vantage point, and complete with concession stand and bar-style seating on its 'fan deck'; renovating all concourse
areas with brick, historic murals, and new concession stand ornaments to establish a more friendly feel. The
stadium's steel and concrete was repainted dark gray and black. The scoreboard Jumbotron was also replaced with a
new Mitsubishi Diamondvision HDTV giant screen.
More recently, the top quarter of the upper deck was removed in 2004 and a black wrought metal roof was placed
over it, covering all but the first eight rows of seats. This decreased seating capacity from 47,098 to 40,615. 2005
also saw the introduction of the Scout Seats, redesignating (and re-upholstering) 200 lower deck seats behind home
plate as an exclusive area, with seat-side waitstaff and a complete restaurant located underneath the concourse. The
most significant structural addition besides the new roof was 2005's FUNdamentals Deck, a multi-tiered structure on
the left field concourse containing batting cages, a small Tee Ball field, speed pitch, and several other child-themed
activities intended to entertain and educate young fans with the help of coaching staff from the Chicago Bulls/Sox
Training Academy. This structure was used during the 2005 playoffs by ESPN and Fox Broadcasting Company as a
broadcasting platform.
Designed as a 7-phase plan, the renovations were completed before the 2007 season with the 7th and final phase. The
most visible renovation in this final phase was replacing the original blue seats with green seats. The upper deck
already had new green seats, put in before the beginning of the 2006 season. Beginning with the 2007 season a new
luxury seating section was added in the former press box. This section has amenities similar to those of the Scout
Seats section. After the 2007 season the ballpark continued renovation projects despite that the 7-phase plan was
complete.
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History of White Sox uniforms
See also: Major League Baseball#MLB uniforms (including image of baseball-cap logos of the 30 MLB
franchises)
Over the years the White Sox have become noted for many of their uniform innovations and changes. In 1960, the
White Sox became the first team in the major sports to put players' last names on jerseys.
In 1912, however, the White Sox debuted one of the most enduring and famous logos in baseball—a large "S" in a
Roman-style font, with a small "O" inside the top loop of the "S" and a small "X" inside the bottom loop. This is the
logo associated with the 1917 World Series championship team and the 1919 Black Sox. With a couple of brief
interruptions, the dark-blue logo with the large "S" lasted through 1938 (but continued in a modified block style into
the '40s). Through the 1940s, the White Sox team colors were primarily navy blue trimmed with red.
The White Sox logo in the '50s and '60s (actually beginning in the 1949 season) was the word "SOX" in an Old
English font, diagonally arranged, with the "S" larger than the other two letters. From 1949 through 1963, the
primary color was black (trimmed with red after 1951). The Old English "SOX" in black lettering is the logo
associated with the Go-Go Sox era.
In 1964, the primary color went back to navy blue, and the road uniforms changed from gray to pale blue. In 1971,
the team's primary color changed from royal blue to red, with the color of their pinstripes and caps changing to red.
The 1971–1975 uniform included red socks.
In 1976 the team's uniforms changed again. The team's primary color changed back from red to navy. The team
based their uniforms on a style worn in the early days of the franchise, with white jerseys worn at home, blue on the
road. The team brought back white socks for the last time in team history. The socks featured a different stripe
pattern every year. The team also had the option to wear blue or white pants with either jersey. Additionally the
teams "SOX" logo was changed to a modern-looking "SOX" in a bold font, with 'CHICAGO' written across the
jersey. Finally, the team's logo featured a silhouette of a batter over the words "SOX".
The new uniforms also featured collars and were designed to be worn untucked — both unprecedented. Yet by far
the most unusual wrinkle was the option to wear shorts, which the White Sox did for the first game of a
doubleheader against the Kansas City Royals in 1976. The Hollywood Stars of the Pacific Coast League had tried the
same concept at one time, and it was also poorly received. Apart from aesthetic issues, as a practical matter shorts
are not conducive to sliding, due to the likelihood of significant abrasions.
Upon taking over the team in 1980 new owners Eddie Einhorn and Jerry Reinsdorf announced a contest where fans
were invited to create new uniforms for the White Sox. The winning entry was submitted by a fan where the word
"SOX" was written across the front of the jersey, in the same font as a cap, inside of a large blue stripe trimmed with
red. The red and blue stripes were also on the sleeves, and the road jerseys were gray to the home whites. It was in
those jerseys that the White Sox won 99 games and the AL West championship in 1983, the best record in the
majors.
After five years those uniforms were retired and replaced with a more basic uniform which had "White Sox" written
across the front in script, with "Chicago" on the front of the road jersey. The cap logo was also changed to a cursive
"C", although the batter logo was retained for several years.
For a mid-season 1990 game at Comiskey Park the White Sox appeared one time in a uniform based on that of the
1917 White Sox.
The White Sox then switched their regular uniform style one more time. In September, for the final series at Old
Comiskey Park, the old English "SOX" logo (a slightly simplified version of the 1949–63 logo) was restored, and the
new uniform also had the black pinstripes restored. The team's primary color changed back to black—this time with
silver trim. The team also introduced a new flying sock logo which appeared as a sleeve patch on the away and
alternate uniforms until 2011 when the patch was switched with the primary logo on the away uniform. With minor
modifications (i.e., occasionally wearing vests, black game jerseys) the White Sox have used this style ever since. In
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January 2012, it was announced that the team would wear 1972 red-pinstriped throwback jerseys during their 13
Sunday home games that season.

Spring training history
The White Sox have held spring training in Excelsior Springs, Missouri (1901–1902); Mobile (1903); Marlin
Springs, Texas (1904); New Orleans, Louisiana (1905–1906); Mexico City (1907); Los Angeles (1908); San
Francisco (1909–1910); Mineral Wells, Texas (1911, 1916–1919); Waco, Texas (1912, 1920); Paso Robles,
California (1913–1915); Waxahachie, Texas (1921); Seguin, Texas (1922–1923); Winter Haven, Florida. (1924);
Shreveport, Louisiana (1925–1928); Dallas, Texas (1929); San Antonio, Texas (1930–1932); Pasadena, California
(1933–1942, 1946–1950); French Lick, Indiana (1943–1944); Terre Haute, Indiana (1945); Palm Springs, California
(1951); El Centro, California (1952–1953); Tampa (1954–1959); and Sarasota (1960–1997). (1998–2007) the White
Sox and Arizona Diamondbacks shared Tucson Electric Park in Tucson, Arizona for Spring Training in the Cactus
League.[19]
On November 19, 2007, the cities of Glendale, Arizona and Phoenix, Arizona broke ground on the Cactus League’s
newest Spring Training facility. Camelback Ranch, the $76 million two-team facility will be the new home of both
the White Sox and the Los Angeles Dodgers for their Spring Training programs. Aside from state-of-the-art baseball
facilities at the 10,000-seat stadium the location includes residential, restaurant and retail development, a 4-star hotel
and 18-hole golf course. Other amenities include 118000 sq ft (unknown operator: u'strong' m2) of Major and
minor league clubhouses for the two teams, four Major League practice fields and eight minor league practice fields,
two practice infields and parking to accommodate 5,000 vehicles.[20]

Rivalries and fan base
Crosstown Classic
The Chicago Cubs are the crosstown rivals of the White Sox, a rivalry
that some made fun of prior to the White Sox's 2005 title because both
of them had extremely long championship droughts. The nature of the
rivalry is unique; with the exception of the 1906 World Series, in
which the White Sox upset the favored Cubs, the teams never met in an
official game until 1997, when interleague play was introduced. In the
intervening time, the two teams sometimes met for exhibition games.
Fielder Jones of the White Sox hits the ball
against Cubs at West Side Grounds, 1905
The White Sox currently lead the regular season series 48–39, winning
the last 4 seasons in a row. The BP Crosstown Cup was introduced in
2010 and the White Sox have won the trophy each time. There have been seven series sweeps since interleague play
began: four by the Cubs in 1998, 2004, 2007, and 2008, and three by the White Sox in 1999, 2008 and 2012, with
1999 and 2012 occurring in Wrigley Field.
An example of this volatile rivalry is the game played between the White Sox and the Chicago Cubs at U.S. Cellular
Field on May 20, 2006. White Sox catcher A. J. Pierzynski was running home on a sacrifice fly by center fielder
Brian Anderson and smashed into Cubs catcher Michael Barrett, who was blocking home plate. Pierzynski lost his
helmet in the collision, and slapped the plate as he rose. Barrett stopped him and, after exchanging a few words,
punched Pierzynski in the face, causing a melee to ensue. Brian Anderson and Cubs first baseman John Mabry got
involved in a separate confrontation, although it was later determined that Mabry was attempting to be a peacemaker.
After ten minutes of conferring following the fight, the umpires ejected Pierzynski, Barrett, Anderson, and Mabry.
As Pierzynski entered his dugout, he pumped his arms, causing the soldout crowd at U.S. Cellular Field to erupt in
cheers. When play resumed, White Sox second baseman Tadahito Iguchi blasted a grand slam to put the White Sox
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up 5–0 on their way to a 7–0 win over their crosstown rivals. While there are other major league cities and
metropolitan areas in which two teams co-exist, all of the others feature at least one team which began playing there
in 1961 or later, whereas the White Sox and Cubs have been competing for their city's fans since 1901.

Divisional
The White Sox enjoy healthy divisional rivalries. The Detroit Tigers are one of Chicago's primary rivals, and the
cities of Chicago and Detroit share rivalries in other sports as well, such as the Bulls–Pistons rivalry and the
Blackhawks – Red Wings rivalry.
The Minnesota Twins are high profile rivals as well, with fans of both teams showing up to US Cellular Field in
healthy numbers. Chicago has another big rivalry with the Cleveland Indians who always enjoy a large away
contingent at U.S. Cellular Field. The rivalry first started upon the creation of the AL Central in 1994. On July 15,
1994 an umpire confiscated Albert Belle's bat, presuming that it was corked. They put it in the umpire's room at
Comiskey Park. However, Indians pitcher Jason Grimsley climbed through the ceiling from the visitor's clubhouse
and stole the bat. The theft was discovered and Belle was suspended; Grimsley later owed up to the theft. Belle
further inflamed matters by spurning the Indians and signing a large free agent contract with the White Sox in 1997.

Historical
A historical regional rival was the St. Louis Browns. Through the 1953 season, the two teams were located pretty
close to each other (including the 1901 season when the Browns were the Milwaukee Brewers), and could have been
seen as the American League equivalent of the Cardinals–Cubs rivalry, being that Chicago and St. Louis have for
years been connected by the same highway (U.S. Route 66 and now Interstate 55).
The current Milwaukee Brewers franchise was also a primary White Sox rival, due the to proximity of the two cities,
and with the teams competing in the same division for the 1970 and 1971 seasons, and then again from 1994 to 1997.
The rivalry died down however, when the Brewers moved to the National League in 1998.

Mascots
From 1961 until 1991, a life-long Chicago resident by the name of
Andrew Rozdilsky, popularly known as Andy the Clown, performed as
the unofficial yet popular mascot for the White Sox at the original
Comiskey Park. In 1981, Rozdilsky was permitted to only perform in
the upper deck and concourse; when the final season for Comiskey
Park came, Andy the Clown was asked to leave. From 1981 until 1988,
the White Sox employed a twosome, called Ribbie and Roobarb, as
their team mascots. However, they were generally unpopular among
the fanbase, who saw the characters as an attempt to replace the
Southpaw
previous mascot. In the early 1990s the White Sox had a cartoon
mascot named, 'Waldo The White Sox Wolf' that advertised the ‘Silver
and Black Pack’, the team kid's club at the time. The team's current mascot was introduced in 2004 as SouthPaw.
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Quick facts
Founded: 1893, as the Sioux City, Iowa franchise in the minor Western League. Moved to Saint Paul,
Minnesota in 1895, then to Chicago in 1900 when that league was renamed the American League, and which
became a major league in 1901.
Formerly known as: Sioux City Cornhuskers, 1894. St. Paul Saints, 1895–1899. Chicago White Stockings,
1900–1904.
Home ballpark: U.S. Cellular Field, Chicago. (This park, originally known as "New Comiskey Park", was
opened in 1991; the original Comiskey Park was in use from mid-1910 to 1990. The original home field in
Chicago was South Side Park. The previous home field in St. Paul was Lexington Park).
Uniform colors: Black, Silver, and White
Logo design: The letters "SOX", interlocked in Old English Script font
Current Team motto: "Appreciate the Game"
2005 World Series Championship Season Motto: "Win or Die Trying"
Fight Song: "Let's Go, Go-Go White Sox" by Captain Stubby and the Buccaneers
All-time regular season record (through 2010): 8628 wins — 8413 losses — 101 ties — 3 no-decisions
Local Television: Comcast SportsNet Chicago, WGN, WCIU
Local Radio: WSCR 670AM "The Score"
Mascot: Southpaw
Television Announcers: Ken Harrelson, Steve Stone
Radio Announcers: Ed Farmer, Darrin Jackson
Rivals: Detroit Tigers, Chicago Cubs, Minnesota Twins, Cleveland Indians
Spring Training Facility: Camelback Ranch, Glendale, Arizona

Retired numbers
The White Sox have retired nine numbers. Luis Aparicio's #11 was issued at his request for the 2010 and 2011
seasons for 11 time Gold Glove winner shortstop Omar Vizquel (because #13 was used by manager Ozzie Guillén;
Vizquel, like Aparicio and Guillen, play(ed) shortstop and all share a common Venezuelan heritage).[21] Also,
Harold Baines had his #3 retired in 1989; it has since been 'unretired' 3 times in each of his subsequent returns,
including his current capacity as 1st base coach.

Nellie
Harold
Fox
Baines
2B: 1950–63 RF:1980–89
Retired 1976 DH:1996–97,
2000–01
Coach:2004–
Retired 1989

Luke
Appling
SS:1930–50
Retired 1975

Minnie
Luis
Miñoso
Aparicio
LF:1951–57, SS:1956–62,
60–61,76,80
68–70
Retired 1983 Retired 1984
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Ted
Billy
Carlton
Lyons
Pierce
Fisk
Frank
P:1923–46
P:1949–61
C:1981–93
Thomas
M:1946–48 Retired 1983 1B-DH:1990–2005 Retired 1997
Retired 1983
Retired 2010

Jackie
Robinson
Retired by
all
of MLB
Retired 1997

Baseball Hall of Famers
Chicago White Sox Hall of Famers
Affiliation according to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum
Chicago White Sox
Roberto
Alomar
Luis Aparicio
Luke Appling
Chief Bender
Steve Carlton
Eddie Collins*

Charles
Comiskey**
George Davis
Larry Doby
Hugh Duffy
Johnny Evers
Red Faber

Carlton Fisk
Al Lopez
Nellie Fox
Ted Lyons
Goose
Edd Roush
Gossage
Red Ruffing
Clark Griffith Ron Santo
Harry Hooper Ray Schalk*
George Kell
Bob Lemon

Tom Seaver
Al Simmons
Bill Veeck**
Ed Walsh*
Hoyt
Wilhelm
Early Wynn

Players listed in bold are depicted on their Hall of Fame plaques wearing a
White Sox cap insignia.
* Has no insignia on his cap due to playing at a time when caps bore no
insignia.
** Wears no cap.

Ford C. Frick Award recipients
Chicago White Sox Ford C. Frick Award recipients
Affiliation according to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum
Harry Caray Bob Elson Milo Hamilton
Names in bold received the award based primarily on their work as
broadcasters for the White Sox.
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Chicago White Sox

81

Chicago White Sox roster
Active roster

Inactive roster
Pitchers

Coaches/Other

Pitchers

Catchers

Starting rotation

•

17 Tyler Flowers

•

64 Anthony Carter

•

12 A. J. Pierzynski

•

55 Simón Castro

Coaches

•

50 John Danks

•

Manager
23 Robin Ventura

•

39 Dylan Axelrod

•

•

34 Gavin Floyd

Infielders

•

44 Jake Peavy

•

15 Gordon Beckham • 60 Deunte Heath

•

62 José Quintana

•

38 Eduardo Escobar

•

49 Chris Sale

•

5 Orlando Hudson

•

14 Paul Konerko

• 21 Don Cooper (pitching)
58 Pedro Hernández • 31 Jeff Manto (hitting)
• 41 Philip Humber
• 47 Joe McEwing (third base)
• 54 Gregory Infante • 36 Juan Nieves (bullpen)
•

Bullpen

•

•

40 Brian Bruney

•

10 Alexei Ramírez

•

26 Jesse Crain

•

Kevin Youkilis

•

65 Nate Jones

Outfielders

•

77 Will Ohman

•

•

53 Hector Santiago • 30 Alejandro De Aza Infielders

•

37 Matt Thornton

Closer
•

20 Jordan Danks

3 Harold Baines (first base)

61 Charles Leesman • 8 Mark Parent (bench)
• 57 Jhan Mariñez
• 59 Mark Salas (bullpen catcher)
• 63 Néstor Molina
24 Active, 13 Inactive
•

46 Donnie Veal

•

51 Alex Ríos

•

22 Brent Morel

•

24 Dayán Viciedo

•

-- Kevin Youkilis

43 Addison Reed

7- or 15-day disabled list
Suspended list
#
Personal leave
[22]
Roster
updated June 24, 2012
[23]
Transactions
• Depth chart
†

[24]

→ All MLB rosters
Designated hitters
•

32 Adam Dunn

Minor league affiliates
Level

Team

League

Location

AAA

Charlotte Knights

International League

Fort Mill, South Carolina

AA

Birmingham Barons

Southern League

Hoover, Alabama

Carolina League

Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Advanced A Winston-Salem Dash
A

Kannapolis Intimidators South Atlantic League

Kannapolis, North Carolina

Rookie

Bristol White Sox

Appalachian League

Bristol, Virginia

Great Falls Voyagers

Pioneer League

Great Falls, Montana

DSL White Sox

Dominican Summer League Boca Chica, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Radio and television
The White Sox' flagship radio station was WSCR, 670 AM, known to Chicago listeners as The Score (the station had
also served as the White Sox flagship for most of the time between the 1970s and 1990s as WMAQ radio). April 23,
1995 the White Sox signed a 10 year agreement with WMVP as a package deal with the Chicago Bulls. The White
Sox signed an agreement with WSCR in June 2005. Since 2009, Ed Farmer (play-by-play) and Darrin "DJ" Jackson
(color commentator) call every White Sox game, with Jackson moving from TV to radio, and Steve Stone moving
from radio to TV. Chris Rongey remains in the Chicago studios during broadcasts, where he hosts the pre- and
post-game shows.

Chicago White Sox
On November 3, 2010 the White Sox signed a new multi-year deal with WSCR. They also announced a new venture
into HD Radio. Currently WSCR can be heard as a simulcast on Jack FM (WJMK) HD2. Because of this, White Sox
games can also be heard on their HD2 signal. With this new arrangement, the White Sox will own and produce a
new channel on the same station broadcasting on HD3. This will be used as an open forum for White Sox
management, players, and fans to comment on the team. The content will be produced from WSCR's studio. One
example program being given is that if a pitcher throws a perfect game, he can willingly come on the radio and field
question from listeners for a period of time. White Sox games will not be moved to this station rather it will remain
on HD2 while HD3 will only be used in the talk format. The White Sox regulate the programing of the station, but
not the content.[25]
Television broadcasts are split three ways: WGN (both the local feed and WGN America), WCIU-TV (a local
independent station) and Comcast SportsNet Chicago. The announcers are the same wherever the game is televised:
Ken "The Hawk" Harrelson on play-by-play and Steve Stone on color. Occasionally, well-known former White Sox
players such as "Black Jack" McDowell fill in as substitutes in the broadcast booth. Since 1990, Ken "Hawk"
Harrelson has done play-by-play commentary for the White Sox TV broadcasts.
Games shown on WCIU are produced by WGN under the branding of "WGN Sports Network"; until 2010, the
games carried by WCIU that were produced by WGN-TV were broadcast under the SoxNet branding with all WGN
logo elements removed, as the WCIU telecasts are distributed on a network of stations across the state of Illinois.

References
[1] MLB.com (http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ team/ front_office. jsp?c_id=cws)
[2] Chicagobusiness.com (http:/ / www. chicagobusiness. com/ cgi-bin/ blogs/ kapos. pl?plckController=Blog& plckScript=blogscript&
plckElementId=blogdest& plckBlogPage=BlogViewPost&
plckPostId=Blog:32246edb-06fb-4784-9008-b3233e7480b9Post:6aa60e48-845d-4659-b5dc-7a28ba2735c4& sid=sitelife. chicagobusiness.
com)
[3] Spink, Alfred Henry (2000). The National Game (2nd edition ed.). SIU Press. p. 286. ISBN 0-8093-2304-4.
[4] James, Bill. The New Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract. p. 91.
[5] White Sox Significant Dates | WhiteSox.com: History (http:/ / chicago. whitesox. mlb. com/ cws/ history/ significant_dates. jsp)
[6] A Fond Farewell To A Baseball Man Who Wasn't Afraid To Take Chances, by Henry Hecht, Sports Illustrated, August 25, 1986 (http:/ /
sportsillustrated. cnn. com/ vault/ article/ magazine/ MAG1065155/ index. htm)
[7] The White Sox Shorts'The Ugly History' (http:/ / www. freewebs. com/ karamaxjoe/ thewhitesoxshorts. htm)
[8] MLB.com (http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ cws/ ballpark/ cws_ballpark_guide_dir. jsp#t)
[9] Whitesoxinteractive.com (http:/ / whitesoxinteractive. com/ History& Glory/ 1977. htm)
[10] Local112.com (http:/ / www. local12. com/ content/ breaking_news/ story. aspx?content_id=b91cb11a-b7f2-4c06-a821-3a0ede26aa07)
[11] Ken Griffey Jr. - 2008 season
[12] MLB.com (http:/ / chicago. whitesox. mlb. com/ team/ transactions. jsp?c_id=cws& year=2009& month=1)
[13] MLB.com (http:/ / chicago. whitesox. mlb. com/ news/ index. jsp?c_id=cws)
[14] "Transactions" (http:/ / chicago. whitesox. mlb. com/ team/ transactions. jsp?c_id=cws& year=2009& month=5#month=5& year=2009&
team_id=145). WhiteSox.com. .
[15] MLB.com (http:/ / chicago. whitesox. mlb. com/ news/ article. jsp?ymd=20090604& content_id=5136822& vkey=news_cws& fext=. jsp&
c_id=cws)
[16] Dave Cameron, "Adam Dunn: Worst Season For A Good Player Ever?" Fangraphs, August 30, 2011 http:/ / www. fangraphs. com/ blogs/
index. php/ adam-dunn-worst-season-for-a-good-player-ever/
[17] Ozzie parts with White Sox (http:/ / abclocal. go. com/ wls/ story?section=news/ sports& id=8369383) ABC News
[18] http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ mlb/ gameday/ index. jsp?gid=2012_04_21_chamlb_seamlb_1& mode=recap& c_id=cws
[19] Spring Training History (http:/ / www. springtrainingonline. com/ teams/ chicago_white_sox. htm)
[20] Let's Play Ball! (http:/ / www. glendaleaz. com/ news/ 062607_baseball. cfm)
[21] "White Sox Un-Retire Aparicio's Number, Vizquel to Wear No. 11 During 2010 Season" (http:/ / chicago. whitesox. mlb. com/ news/
press_releases/ press_release. jsp?ymd=20100208& content_id=8036676& vkey=pr_cws& fext=. jsp& c_id=cws). 8 February 2010. .
Retrieved 8 February 2010.
[22] http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ team/ roster_40man. jsp?c_id=cws
[23] http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ team/ transactions. jsp?c_id=cws
[24] http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ team/ depth_chart/ index. jsp?c_id=cws

82

Chicago White Sox
[25] "White Sox set to launch HD channel" (http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ news/ article. jsp?ymd=20101103& content_id=15973596&
vkey=news_mlb& c_id=mlb). MLB.com. Retrieved 11-09-2010.

External links
•
•
•
•

Official site of the Chicago White Sox (http://www.whitesox.com/)
Chicago Tribune Chicago White Sox Coverage (http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/whitesox/)
Chicago White Sox history (http://chicago.whitesox.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/cws/history/index.jsp)
National Baseball Hall of Fame: Chicago White Sox (http://www.baseballhalloffame.org/teams/AL/whitesox.
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• Chicago White Sox Video on ESPN Video Archive (http://videos.espn.com/baseball/chicago-white-sox.htm)
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Kenesaw Mountain Landis
Kenesaw Mountain Landis

Judge of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois
In office
March 18, 1905 – February 28, 1922
Appointed by Theodore Roosevelt
Preceded by

Christian Cecil Kohlsaat

Succeeded by James Herbert Wilkerson
1st Commissioner of Baseball
In office
November 12, 1920 – November 25, 1944
Preceded by

Office established

Succeeded by Happy Chandler
Personal details
Born

November 20, 1866
Millville, Ohio, U.S.

Died

November 25, 1944 (aged 78)
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.

Resting place Oak Woods Cemetery, Chicago.
Spouse(s)

Winifred Reed (1895–1944, survived as widow)

Relations

Brothers included Representatives Charles Beary Landis and Frederick Landis.

Children

Reed, Susanne, Winifred (died shortly after birth)

Alma mater

Union College of Law

Occupation

Judge, Commissioner of Baseball

Signature

Nickname(s)

"The Judge", "The Squire"
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Kenesaw Mountain Landis (pronunciation:
/ˈkɛnɪsɔːˈmaʊntɪnˈlændɪs/; November 20, 1866 – November 25, 1944)
was an American jurist who served as a federal judge from 1905 to 1922 and as the first Commissioner of Baseball
from 1920 until his death. He is remembered for his handling of the Black Sox scandal, in which he expelled eight
members of the Chicago White Sox from organized baseball for conspiring to lose the 1919 World Series and
repeatedly refused their reinstatement requests. His firm actions and iron rule over baseball in the near
quarter-century of his commissionership are generally credited with restoring public confidence in the game.
Landis was born in Millville, Ohio in 1866, his name a spelling variation on the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in the
American Civil War, where his father was wounded in 1864. Landis spent much of his youth in Indiana; he left
school at fifteen and worked in a series of positions in that state. His involvement in politics led to a civil service job.
At age 21, Landis applied to become a lawyer—there were then no educational or examination requirements for the
Indiana bar. Following a year of unprofitable practice, he went to law school. After his graduation, he opened an
office in Chicago, but left it when Walter Q. Gresham, the new United States Secretary of State, named him his
personal secretary in 1893. After Gresham's death in 1895, Landis refused an offer of an ambassadorship, and
returned to Chicago to practice law and marry.
President Theodore Roosevelt appointed Landis a federal judge in 1905. Landis received national attention in 1907
when he fined Standard Oil of Indiana more than $29 million for violating federal laws forbidding rebates on
railroad freight tariffs. Though Landis was reversed on appeal, he was seen as a judge determined to rein in big
business. During and after World War I, Landis, an ardent patriot, presided over several high-profile trials of draft
resisters and others whom he saw as opposing the war effort. He imposed heavy sentences on those who were
convicted; some of the convictions were reversed on appeal, and other sentences were commuted.
In 1920, Judge Landis was a leading candidate when American League and National League team owners,
embarrassed by the Black Sox scandal and other instances of players throwing games, sought someone to rule over
baseball. Landis was given full power to act in the sport's best interest, and used that power extensively over the next
quarter-century. Landis was widely praised for cleaning up the game, although some of his decisions in the Black
Sox matter remain controversial: supporters of "Shoeless Joe" Jackson and Buck Weaver contend that he was overly
harsh with those players. Others blame Landis for, in their view, delaying the racial integration of baseball. Landis
was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by a special vote shortly after he died in 1944.

Early life and pre-judicial career (1866–1905)
Boyhood and early career (1866–1893)
Kenesaw Mountain Landis was born in Millville, Ohio, the sixth child
and fourth son of Abraham Hoch Landis, a physician, and Mary
Kumler Landis, on November 20, 1866. The Landises descended from
Swiss Mennonites who had emigrated to Alsace before coming to the
United States. Abraham Landis had been wounded fighting on the
Union side at the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in Georgia, and when
his parents proved unable to agree on a name for the new baby, Mary
Landis proposed that they call him Kenesaw Mountain. At the time,
both spellings of "Kenesaw" were used, but in the course of time,
"Kennesaw Mountain" became the accepted spelling of the battle
site.[1]

The five Landis boys in November 1882;
Kenesaw (second from left) was almost sixteen
years old.

Abraham Landis worked in Millville as a country physician. When
Kenesaw was eight, the elder Landis moved his family to Delphi, Indiana and subsequently to Logansport, Indiana
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where the doctor purchased and ran several local farms—his war injury had caused him to scale back his medical
practice.[2] Two of Kenesaw's four brothers, Charles Beary Landis and Frederick Landis, became members of
Congress.[3]

Kenesaw Mountain Landis (at left)
and his four brothers, two of whom
served in Congress, as illustrated in
1908.

As "Kenny," as he was sometimes known, grew, he did an increasing share of the
farm work, later stating, "I did my share—and it was a substantial share—in
taking care of the 13 acres ... I do not remember that I particularly liked to get up
at 3:30 in the morning."[4] Kenesaw began his off-farm career at age ten as a
news delivery boy.[4] He left school at 15 after an unsuccessful attempt to master
algebra; he then worked at the local general store. He left that job for a position
as errand boy with the Vandalia Railroad. Landis applied for a job as a
brakeman, but was laughingly dismissed as too small. He then worked for the
Logansport Journal, and taught himself shorthand reporting, becoming in 1883
official court reporter for the Cass County Circuit Court.[5] Landis later wrote, "I
may not have been much of a judge, nor baseball official, but I do pride myself
on having been a real shorthand reporter."[6] He served in that capacity until
1886.[6] In his spare time, he became a prize-winning bicycle racer and played on
and managed a baseball team.[5] Offered a professional contract as a ballplayer,
he turned it down, stating that he preferred to play for the love of the game.[7]

In 1886, Landis first ventured into Republican Party politics, supporting a friend, Charles F. Griffin for Indiana
Secretary of State. Griffin won, and Landis was rewarded with a civil service job in the Indiana Department of State.
While employed there, he applied to be an attorney. At that time, in Indiana, an applicant needed only to prove that
he was 21 and of good moral character, and Landis was admitted. Landis opened a practice in Marion, Indiana but
attracted few clients in his year of work there. Realizing that an uneducated lawyer was unlikely to build a lucrative
practice, Landis enrolled at Cincinnati's YMCA Law School (now part of the University of Cincinnati) in 1889.
Landis transferred to Union Law School (now part of Northwestern University) the following year, and in 1891, he
took his law degree from Union and was admitted to the Illinois Bar.[8] He began a practice in Chicago, served as an
assistant instructor at Union and with fellow attorney Clarence Darrow helped found the nonpartisan Chicago Civic
Centre Club, devoted to municipal reform.[9] Landis practiced with college friend Frank O. Lowden; the future
commissioner and his law partner went into debt to impress potential clients, buying a law library secondhand.[10]

Kenesaw Mountain Landis

Washington years and aftermath (1893–1905)
In March 1893, President Grover Cleveland appointed federal judge Walter Q.
Gresham as his Secretary of State, and Gresham hired Landis as his personal
secretary. Gresham had a long career as a political appointee in the latter part of
the 19th century; though he lost his only two bids for elective office, he served in
three Cabinet positions and was twice a dark horse candidate for the Republican
presidential nomination. Although Gresham was a Republican, he had supported
Cleveland (a Democrat) in the 1892 election because of his intense dislike for the
Republican nominee, President Benjamin Harrison.[11] Kenesaw Landis had
appeared before Judge Gresham in court. According to Landis biographer J.G.
Taylor Spink, Gresham thought Landis "had something on the ball" and believed
that Landis's shorthand skills would be of use.[12]
In Washington, Landis worked hard to protect Gresham's interests in the State
Executive and State Department
Department, making friends with many members of the press. He was less
listings from 1894, showing Landis's
popular among many of the Department's senior career officials, who saw him as
salary of $2,000.
brash. When word leaked concerning President Cleveland's Hawaiian policy, the
President was convinced Landis was the source of the information and demanded his dismissal. Gresham defended
Landis, stating that Cleveland would have to fire both of them, and the President relented, later finding out that he
was mistaken in accusing Landis.[13] President Cleveland grew to like Landis, and when Gresham died in 1895,
offered Landis the post of United States Ambassador to Venezuela. Landis declined the diplomatic post, preferring
to return to Chicago to begin a law practice[14] and to marry Winifred Reed, daughter of the Ottawa, Illinois
postmaster. The two married July 25, 1895; they had two surviving children, a boy, Reed, and a girl, Susanne—a
third child, Winifred, died almost immediately after being born.[15]
Landis built a corporate law practice in Chicago; with the practice doing well, he deeply involved himself in
Republican Party politics.[16] He built a close association with his friend Lowden and served as his campaign
manager for governor of Illinois in 1904. Lowden was defeated, but would later serve two terms in the office and be
a major contender for the 1920 Republican presidential nomination.[17] A seat on the United States District Court for
the Northern District of Illinois was vacant; President Theodore Roosevelt offered it to Lowden, who declined it and
recommended Landis. Other recommendations from Illinois politicians followed, and Roosevelt nominated Landis
for the seat.[18] According to Spink, President Roosevelt wanted "a tough judge and a man sympathetic with his
viewpoint in that important court"; Lowden and Landis were, like Roosevelt, on the progressive left of the
Republican Party.[19] Roosevelt transmitted the nomination to the Senate, which confirmed Landis the same
afternoon, without any committee hearing.[20]
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Judge (1905–1922)
Landis's courtroom, room 627 in the
Chicago Federal Building, was ornate
and featured two murals; one of King
John conceding Magna Carta, the other
of Moses about to smash the tablets of
the
Ten
Commandments.
The
mahogany and marble chamber was,
according to Landis biographer David
Pietrusza, "just the spot for Landis's
sense of the theatrical. In it he would
hold court for nearly the next decade
Part of William B. Van Ingen's mural, The Divine Law, which was on display in Landis's
and a half."[21] According to Spink, "It
courtroom while he was a federal judge.
wasn't long before Chicago writers
discovered they had a 'character' on the
bench."[19] A. L. Sloan of the Chicago Herald-American, a friend of Landis, recalled:
The Judge was always headline news. He was a great showman, theatrical in appearance, with his sharp
jaw and shock of white hair, and people always crowded into his courtroom, knowing there would be
something going on. There were few dull moments.[22]
If Judge Landis was suspicious of an attorney's line of questioning, he would begin to wrinkle his nose, and once told
a witness, "Now let's stop fooling around and tell exactly what did happen, without reciting your life's history."[23]
When an elderly defendant told him that he would not be able to live to complete a five-year sentence, Landis
scowled at him and asked, "Well, you can try, can't you?"[24] When a young man stood before him for sentencing
after admitting to stealing jewels from a parcel, the defendant's wife stood near him, infant daughter in her arms, and
Landis mused what to do about the situation. After a dramatic pause, Landis ordered the young man to take his wife
and daughter and go home with them, expressing his unwillingness to have the girl be the daughter of a convict.
According to sportswriter Ed Fitzgerald in SPORT magazine, "[w]omen wept unashamed and the entire courtroom
burst into spontaneous, prolonged applause."[25]
Landis had been a lawyer with a corporate practice; upon his elevation to the bench, corporate litigants expected him
to favor them.[21] According to a 1907 magazine article about Landis, "Corporations smiled pleasantly at the thought
of a corporation lawyer being on the bench. They smile no more."[26] In an early case, Landis fined the
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company the maximum $4,000 for illegally importing workers, even though
Winifred Landis's sister's husband served on the corporate board. In another decision, Landis struck down a
challenge to the Interstate Commerce Commission's (ICC) jurisdiction over rebating, a practice banned by the Elkins
Act of 1903 in which railroads and favored customers agreed that the customers would pay less than the posted
tariff, which by law was to be the same for all shippers. Landis's decision allowed the ICC to take action against
railroads which gave rebates.[27]
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Standard Oil (1905–1909)
By the first decade of the 20th century, a number of business entities had formed
themselves into trusts, which dominated their industries. Trusts often sought to
purchase or otherwise neutralize their competitors, allowing the conglomerates to
raise prices to high levels. In 1890, Congress had passed the Sherman Anti-Trust
Act, but it was not until the Theodore Roosevelt administration (1901–1909) that
serious efforts were made to break up or control the trusts. The dominant force in
the oil industry was Standard Oil, controlled by John D. Rockefeller.
Modern-day Exxon, Mobil, Atlantic Richfield, Chevron, Sohio, Amoco and
Continental Oil all trace their ancestry to various parts of Standard Oil.[28]
In March 1906, Commissioner of Corporations James Rudolph Garfield
Landis's summoning of John D.
submitted a report to President Roosevelt, alleging large-scale rebating in
Rockefeller to his courtroom created
Standard Oil shipments. Federal prosecutors in several states and territories
a media frenzy. Here Rockefeller
testifies
before Landis, July 6, 1907.
sought indictments against components of the Standard Oil Trust. On June 28,
1906, Standard Oil of Indiana was indicted on 6,428 counts of violation of the
Elkins Act for accepting rebates on shipments on the Chicago & Alton Railroad. The case was assigned to
Landis.[27]
Trial on the 1,903 counts that survived pretrial motions began on March 4, 1907.[27] The fact that rebates had been
given was not contested; what was at issue was whether Standard Oil knew the railroad's posted rates, and if it had a
duty to enquire if it did not.[29] Landis charged the jury that it "was the duty of the defendant diligently in good faith
to get from the Chicago & Alton ... the lawful rate".[30] The jury found Standard Oil guilty on all 1,903 counts.[31]
The maximum fine that Landis could
impose was $29,240,000. To aid the
judge in determining the sentence,
Landis issued a subpoena for
Rockefeller to testify as to Standard
Oil's assets. The tycoon had often
evaded subpoenas, not having testified
in court since 1888.[32] Deputy United
States marshals visited Rockefeller's
several homes, as well as the estates of
his friends, in the hope of finding him.
After several days, Rockefeller was
found at his lawyer's estate, Taconic
Farm in northwestern Massachusetts,
and was served with the subpoena.[33]
The tycoon duly came to Landis's
Cartoon showing Landis delivering his sentence against Standard Oil, a fine of
Chicago courtroom, making his way
$29,240,000, to John D. Rockefeller, who was actually in Cleveland at the time
through a mob anxious to see the
proceedings.
Rockefeller's
actual
testimony, proffered after the judge made him wait through several cases and witnesses, proved to be anticlimactic,
as he professed almost no knowledge of Standard Oil's corporate structure or assets.[34]
On August 3, 1907, Landis pronounced sentence. He fined Standard Oil the maximum penalty, $29,240,000, the
largest fine imposed on a corporation to that point. The corporation quickly appealed; in the meantime, Landis was
lionized as a hero. According to Pietrusza, "much of the nation could hardly believe a federal judge had finally
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cracked down on a trust—and cracked down hard ".[35] President Roosevelt, when he heard the sentence, reportedly
stated, "That's bully."[36] Rockefeller was playing golf in Cleveland when he was brought a telegram containing the
news. Rockefeller calmly informed his golfing partners of the amount of the fine, and proceeded to shoot a personal
record score, later stating, "Judge Landis will be dead a long time before this fine is paid."[37] He proved correct; the
verdict and sentence were reversed by the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit on July 22,
1908.[38] In January 1909, the Supreme Court refused to hear the case, and in a new trial before another judge
(Landis recused himself), Standard Oil was acquitted.[39]

Federal League and Baby Iraene cases (1909–1917)
A lifelong baseball fan, Landis often slipped away from
the courthouse for a White Sox or Cubs game.[40] In
1914, the two existing major leagues were challenged
by a new league, the Federal League. In 1915, the
upstart league brought suit against the existing leagues
and owners under the Sherman Act and the case was
assigned to Landis. Baseball owners feared that the
reserve clause, which forced players to sign new
contracts only with their former team, and the 10-day
clause, which allowed teams (but not players) to
terminate player contracts on ten days notice, would be
struck down by Landis.[41]
Landis held hearings in late January 1915, and
newspapers expected a quick decision, certainly before
spring training began in March. During the hearings,
Landis admonished the parties, "Both sides must
understand that any blows at the thing called baseball
would be regarded by this court as a blow to a national
institution". When the National League's chief counsel,
future Senator George Wharton Pepper referred to the
Judge Landis enjoys a smoke as he takes in a baseball game in
activities of baseball players on the field as "labor",
Chicago.
Landis interrupted him: "As a result of 30 years of
observation, I am shocked because you call playing baseball 'labor.' "[42] Landis reserved judgment, and the parties
waited for his ruling. Spring training passed, as did the entire regular season and the World Series. In December
1915, still with no word from Landis, the parties reached a settlement, and the Federal League disbanded.[43] Landis
made no public statement as to the reasons for his failure to rule, though he told close friends that he had been certain
the parties would reach a settlement sooner or later. Most observers thought that Landis waited because he did not
want to rule against the two established leagues and their contracts.[44]
In 1916, Landis presided over the "Ryan Baby" or "Baby Iraene" case. The recent widow of a prominent Chicago
banker, Anna Dollie Ledgerwood Matters, had brought a baby girl home from a visit to Canada and claimed that the
child was her late husband's posthumous heir.[24] Matters had left an estate of $250,000.[45] However, a shop girl
from Ontario, Margaret Ryan, claimed the baby was hers, and brought a writ of habeas corpus in Landis's
court.[24][46] Ryan stated that she had given birth to the girl in an Ottawa hospital, but had been told her baby had
died.[45] In the era before blood and DNA testing, Landis relied on witness testimony and awarded the child to
Ryan.[24] The case brought comparisons between Landis and King Solomon, who had judged a similar case.[46]
Landis was reversed by the Supreme Court, which held he had no jurisdiction in the matter. A Canadian court later
awarded the child to Ryan.[45]
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Although Landis was an autocrat in the courtroom, he was less so at home. In a 1916 interview, he stated,
Every member of this family does exactly what he or she wants to do. Each one is his or her supreme
court. Everything for the common good of the family is decided according to the wishes of the whole
family. Each one knows what is right and each one can do whatever he thinks is best. It is purely
democratic.[47]

Wartime cases (1917–1919)

In the 1917 government film, The Immigrant which was filmed in
part in Landis's courtroom, he played the judge. Actor Warren Cook
"appears" before him.

In early 1917, Landis considered leaving the bench and
returning to private practice—though he greatly
enjoyed being a judge, the salary of $7,500 was
considerably lower than what he could make as an
attorney. The entry of the United States into World War
I in April ended Landis's determination to resign; a firm
supporter of the war effort, he felt he could best serve
the country by remaining on the bench.[48] Despite this
decision and his age, fifty, Landis wrote to Secretary of
War Newton D. Baker, asking him to take him into the
service and send him to France, where the war was
raging. Baker urged Landis to make speeches in
support of the war instead, which he did.[49] The
judge's son, Reed, had already served briefly in the
Illinois National Guard; when war came he became a

pilot and eventually became an ace.[43][50]
Landis's disdain for draft dodgers and other opponents of the war was evident in July 1917, when he presided over
the trials of some 120 men, mostly foreign-born Socialists, who had resisted the draft and rioted in Rockford,
Illinois. According to Pietrusza, Landis "was frequently brutal in his remarks" to the defendants, interrogating them
on their beliefs. Landis tried the case in Rockford, and found all guilty, sentencing all but three to a year and a day in
jail, the maximum sentence, the remaining three were given lesser sentences. The prisoners were ordered to register
for the draft after serving their sentences—except 37, whom he ordered deported.[51]
On September 5, 1917, federal officers raided the national headquarters, in Chicago, of the Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW, sometimes "Wobblies"), as well as 48 of the union's halls across the nation. The union had opposed
the war and urged members and others to refuse conscription into the armed forces. On September 28, 166 IWW
leaders, including union head Big Bill Haywood were indicted in the Northern District of Illinois; their cases were
assigned to Landis. Some 40 of the indicted men could not be found; a few others had charges dismissed against
them. Ultimately, Landis presided over a trial against 113 defendants, the largest federal criminal trial to that
point.[52]
The trial began on April 1, 1918. Landis quickly dismissed charges against a dozen defendants, including one A.C.
Christ, who showed up in newly-obtained Army uniform. Jury selection occupied a month.[53] Journalist John Reed
attended the trial, and wrote of his impressions of Landis:
Small on the huge bench sits a wasted man with untidy white hair, an emaciated face in which two
burning eyes are set like jewels, parchment-like skin split by a crack for a mouth; the face of Andrew
Jackson three years dead ... Upon this man has devolved the historic role of trying the Social Revolution.
He is doing it like a gentleman. In many ways a most unusual trial. When the judge enters the
court-room after recess, no one rises—he himself has abolished the pompous formality. He sits without
robes, in an ordinary business suit, and often leaves the bench to come down and perch on the step of the
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jury box. By his personal orders, spittoons are placed by the prisoners' seats ... and as for the prisoners
themselves, they are permitted to take off their coats, move around, read newspapers. It takes some
human understanding for a Judge to fly in the face of judicial ritual as much as that.[54]
Haywood biographer Melvyn Dubofsky wrote that Landis "exercised judicial objectivity and restraint for five long
months".[55] Baseball historian Harold Seymour stated that "[o]n the whole, Landis conducted the trial with restraint,
despite his reputation as a foe of all radical groups."[56] Landis dismissed charges against an elderly defendant who
was in obvious pain as he testified, and allowed the release of a number of prisoners on bail or on their own
recognizances.[57]
On August 17, 1918, following the closing argument
for the prosecution (the defendants waived argument),
Landis instructed the jury. The lead defense counsel
objected to the wording of the jury charge several
times, but Haywood believed it to have been fair. After
65 minutes, the jury returned with guilty verdicts for all
of the remaining accused, much to their shock; they had
believed that Landis's charge pointed towards their
acquittal. When the defendants returned to court on
August 29, Landis listened with patience to the
defendants' final pleas.[58] For the sentencing,
according to Richard Cahan in his history of Chicago's
district court, "mild-mannered Landis returned a
changed man".[59] Although two defendants received
only ten days in jail, all others received at least a year
and a day, and Haywood and fourteen others received
The Judge, his son Reed and his wife Winifred all smile in this image
twenty years.[60] A number of defendants, including
published in 1919.
Haywood, obtained bail during the appeal; even before
Haywood's appeals were exhausted, he jumped bail and
took ship for the Soviet Union. The labor leader hung a portrait of Landis in his Moscow apartment, and when
Haywood died in 1928, he was interred near John Reed (who had died of illness in Moscow after the Bolshevik
Revolution) in the Kremlin Wall—they remain the only two Americans so honored. President Calvin Coolidge
commuted the sentences of the remaining incarcerated defendants in 1923,[61] much to the disgust of Landis, who
issued an angry statement.[62] After leaving his judgeship, Landis referred to the defendants in the Haywood case as
"scum", "filth", and "slimy rats".[63]
Landis hoped that the Kaiser, Wilhelm II would be captured and tried in his court; he wanted to indict the Kaiser for
the murder of a Chicagoan who lost his life on the RMS Lusitania in 1915. The State Department notified Landis that
extradition treaties did not permit the rendition of the Kaiser, who fled into exile in the Netherlands as the war
concluded. Nevertheless, in a speech, Landis demanded that Kaiser Wilhelm, his six sons, and 5,000 German
military leaders "be lined up against a wall and shot down in justice to the world and to Germany".[64]
Even with the armistice in November 1918, the war-related trials continued. The Socialist Party of America, like the
IWW, had opposed the war, and had also been raided by federal authorities. Seven Socialist Party leaders, including
Victor Berger, who was elected to Congress in November 1918, were indicted for alleged anti-war activities.[63] The
defendants were charged under the Espionage Act of 1917, which made it illegal "to utter, print, write, or publish any
disloyal, profane, scurrilous or abusive language" about the armed forces, the flag, the Constitution, or
democracy.[65] The defendants, who were mostly of German birth or descent, moved for a change of venue away
from Landis's courtroom, alleging that Landis had stated on November 1, 1918 that "[i]f anybody has said anything
about the Germans that is worse than I have said, I would like to hear it so I could use it myself."[66] Landis,
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however, examined the transcript of the trial in which the statement was supposedly made, failed to find it, declared
the affidavit in support of the motion "perjurious", and denied the motion.[67] While the jury was being selected,
Berger was indicted on additional espionage charges for supposedly violating the law during an earlier, unsuccessful
political campaign.[67] At the conclusion of the case, Landis took an hour to dramatically charge the jury,
emphasizing the secretive nature of conspiracies and pointing at the jury box as he noted, "the country was then at
war".[68] At one point, Landis leapt out of his seat, twirled his chair around, then sat on its arm. Later in his charge,
he lay prone upon the bench.[68] The jury took less than a day to convict Congressman-elect Berger and his four
remaining codefendants.[69] Landis sentenced each defendant to twenty years in federal prison.[70] Landis denied the
defendants bail pending appeal; but they quickly obtained it from an appellate court judge.[71] The Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals declined to rule on the case itself, sending it on to the Supreme Court, which on January 31, 1921
overturned the convictions and sentences by a 6–3 vote, holding that Landis should have stepped aside once he was
satisfied that the affidavit was legally sufficient, leaving it for another judge to decide whether it was actually
true.[72] Landis refused to comment on the Supreme Court's decision, which ordered a new trial. In 1922, charges
against the defendants were dropped by the government.[73]

Building trades award, controversy, and resignation (1920–1922)
The postwar period saw considerable deflation; the
shortage of labor and materials during the war had led
to much higher wages and prices, and in the postwar
economic readjustment, wages were cut heavily. In
Chicago, employers in the building trades attempted a
20% wage cut; when this was rejected by the unions, a
lockout followed. Both sides agreed to submit the
matter to a neutral arbitrator, and settled on Landis,
who agreed to take the case in June 1921. By this time,
Landis was Commissioner of Baseball, and still a
federal judge. In September, Landis issued his report,
cutting wages by an average of 12.5%. To improve
productivity, he also struck restrictions on machinery
Advertisement urging a labor boycott of the Chicago White Sox and
which saved labor, established a standardized overtime
Chicago Cubs, and opposing the Landis building trades award
rate, and resolved jurisdictional conflicts between
unions. The labor organizations were not completely
satisfied, but Landis's reforms were adopted in many places across the country and were credited with reviving the
building industry.[74]
Criticism of Landis having both the judicial and baseball positions began almost as soon as his baseball appointment
was announced in November 1920. On February 2, 1921, lame duck Congressman Benjamin F. Welty
(Democrat-Ohio) offered a resolution calling for Landis's impeachment. On February 11, Attorney General A.
Mitchell Palmer opined that there was no legal impediment to Landis holding both jobs.[75] On February 14, the
House Judiciary Committee voted 24–1 to investigate Landis.[76] Reed Landis later stated, "[n]one of the other
congressmen wanted Father impeached but they did want him to come down and defend himself because they knew
what a show it would be."[77]
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Crooks feared Judge Landis, or at least so cartoonist John T.
McCutcheon said.
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Although Welty's departure from office on March 4,
1921 began a lull in criticism of Landis, in April, the
judge made a controversial decision in the case of
Francis J. Carey, a 19-year-old bank teller, who had
pled guilty to embezzling $96,500. Carey, the sole
support of his widowed mother and unmarried sisters,
gained Landis's sympathy. He accused the bank of
underpaying Carey, and sent the youth home with his
mother. Two members of the Senate objected to
Landis's actions, and the New York Post compared
Carey with Les Miserables's Jean Valjean, noting
"[b]etween a loaf of bread [Valjean was incarcerated
for stealing one] and $96,500 there is a difference."[78]
A bill barring outside employment by federal judges
had been introduced by Landis's foes, but had expired
with the end of the congressional session in March; his
opponents tried again in July, and the bill failed in the
Senate on a tie vote. On September 1, 1921, the
American Bar Association, a trade group of lawyers,

passed a resolution of censure against Landis.[79]
By the end of 1921, the controversy was dying down, and Landis felt that he could resign without looking pressured.
On February 18, 1922, he announced his resignation as judge effective March 1, stating, "There are not enough hours
in the day for all these activities". In his final case, he fined two theatre owners for evading the federal amusement
tax. One owner had refused to make restitution before sentencing; he was fined $5,000. The owner who had tried to
make his shortfall good was fined one cent.[80]

Commissioner (1920–1944)
Appointment
Black Sox scandal
By 1919, the influence of gamblers on baseball had been a problem for several years. Historian Paul Gardner wrote,
Baseball had for some time been living uneasily in the knowledge that bribes were being offered by
gamblers, and that some players were accepting them. The players knew it was going on, and the owners
knew it was going on. But more important, the players knew that the owners knew—and they knew the
owners were doing nothing about it for fear of a scandal that might damage organized baseball. Under
such conditions it quite obviously did not pay to be honest.[81]
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The 1919 World Series between the
Chicago White Sox and Cincinnati
Reds was much anticipated, as the
nation attempted to return to normalcy
in the postwar period. Baseball had
seen a surge of popularity during the
1919 season, which set several
attendance records. The powerful
White Sox, with their superstar batter
"Shoeless Joe" Jackson and star
pitchers Eddie Cicotte and Claude
"Lefty" Williams, were believed likely
to defeat the less-well-regarded Reds.
To the surprise of many, the Reds
defeated the White Sox, five games to
three (during 1919–1921, the World
Series was a best-of-nine affair).[82]
Rumors that the series was fixed began
to circulate after gambling odds against
the Reds winning dropped sharply
The eight "Chicago Black Sox".
before the series began, and gained
more credibility after the White Sox
lost four of the first five games. Cincinnati lost the next two games, and speculation began that the Reds were losing
on purpose to extend the series and increase gate revenues. However, Cincinnati won Game Eight, 10–5, to end the
series, as Williams lost his third game (Cicotte lost the other two).[83] After the series, according to Gene Carney,
who wrote a book about the scandal, "there was more than the usual complaining from those who had bet big on the
Sox and lost".[84]
The issue of the 1919 Series came to the public eye again in September 1920, when, after allegations that a game
between the Chicago Cubs and Philadelphia Phillies on August 31 had been fixed, a grand jury was empaneled in
state court in Chicago to investigate baseball gambling. Additional news came from Philadelphia, where gambler
Billy Maharg stated that he had worked with former boxer Abe Attell and New York gambler Arnold Rothstein to
get the White Sox to throw the 1919 Series. Cicotte and Jackson were called before the grand jury, where they gave
statements incriminating themselves and six teammates: Williams, first baseman Chick Gandil, shortstop Swede
Risberg, third baseman Buck Weaver, center fielder Happy Felsch and reserve infielder Fred McMullin. Williams
and Felsch were also called before the grand jury and incriminated themselves and their teammates.[85] Through late
September, the 1920 American League season had been one of the most exciting on record, with the White Sox,
Cleveland Indians, and New York Yankees dueling for the league lead. By September 28, the Yankees were close to
elimination, but the White Sox and Indians were within percentage points of each other. On that day, however, the
eight players, seven of whom were still on the White Sox, were indicted. They were immediately suspended by
White Sox owner Charles Comiskey.[86] The Indians were able to pull ahead and win the pennant, taking the
American League championship by two games over Chicago.[87]
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Search for a commissioner
Baseball had been governed by a three-man National
Commission, consisting of American League President
Ban Johnson, National League President John Heydler
and Cincinnati Reds owner Garry Herrmann. In
January 1920, Herrmann left office at the request of
other club owners, leaving the Commission effectively
deadlocked between Johnson and Heydler. A number
of club owners, disliking one or both league presidents,
preferred a single commissioner to rule over the game,
Landis, surrounded by baseball owners and officials, signs an
but were willing to see the National Commission
agreement
to be Commissioner of Baseball, November 12, 1920.
continue if Herrmann was replaced by someone who
would provide strong leadership. Landis's name was
mentioned in the press for this role, and the influential baseball newspaper The Sporting News sought his
appointment.[88]
Another proposal, known as the "Lasker Plan" after Albert Lasker, a shareholder in the Chicago Cubs who had
proposed it, was for a three-man commission to govern the game, drawn from outside baseball. On September 30,
1920, with the Black Sox scandal exposed, National League President Heydler began to advocate for the Lasker
Plan, and by the following day, four major league teams had supported him. Among the names discussed in the press
for membership on the new commission were Landis, former Secretary of the Treasury William Gibbs McAdoo,
former President William Howard Taft, and General John J. Pershing.[89]
The start of the 1920 World Series on October 5 distracted the public from baseball's woes for a time, but discussions
continued behind the scenes. By mid-October, 11 of the 16 team owners (all eight from the National League and the
owners of the American League Yankees, White Sox and Boston Red Sox) were demanding the end of the National
Commission and the appointment of a three-man commission whose members would have no financial interest in
baseball.[90] Heydler stated his views on baseball's requirements:
We want a man as chairman who will rule with an iron hand ... Baseball has lacked a hand like that for
years. It needs it now worse than ever. Therefore, it is our object to appoint a big man to lead the new
commission.[91]
On November 8, the owners of the eight National League and three American League teams which supported the
Lasker Plan met and unanimously selected Landis as head of the proposed commission. The American League clubs
that supported the plan threatened to move to the National League, away from Johnson, who opposed the plan.
Johnson had hoped that the minor leagues would support his position; when they did not, he and the "Loyal Five"
teams agreed to the Lasker Plan.[92] In the discussions among the owners that followed, they decided that Landis
would be the only commissioner–no associate members would be elected.[93] On November 12, the team owners
came to Landis's courtroom to approach him. Landis was trying a bribery case; when he heard noise in the back of
the courtroom from the owners, he gaveled them to silence.[94] He made them wait 45 minutes while he completed
his docket, then met with them in his chambers.[95]
The judge heard out the owners; after expressing initial reluctance, he took the job for seven years at a salary of
$50,000, on condition he could remain on the federal bench. During Landis's time serving as both judge and
commissioner, he allowed a $7,500 reduction in his salary as commissioner, to reflect his pay as judge. The
appointment of Landis was met with acclaim in the press.[94] A tentative agreement was signed by the parties a
month later—an agreement which itemized Landis's powers over baseball, and which was drafted by the judge.[96]
The owners were still reeling from the perception that baseball was crooked, and accepted the agreement virtually
without dissent.[97] Under the terms of the contract, Landis could not be dismissed by the team owners, have his pay
reduced, or even be criticized by them in public.[7] He also had nearly unlimited authority over every person
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employed in the major or minor leagues, from owners to batboys. The owners waived any recourse to the courts to
contest Landis's will. Humorist Will Rogers stated, "[D]on't kid yourself that that old judicial bird isn't going to make
those baseball birds walk the chalkline".[98] Player and manager Leo Durocher later stated, "The legend has been
spread that the owners hired the Judge off the federal bench. Don't you believe it. They got him right out of
Dickens."[7]

Establishing control
Banning the Black Sox
On January 30, 1921, Landis, speaking
at an Illinois church, warned:
Now that I am in baseball,
just watch the game I play.
If I catch any crook in
baseball, the rest of his life
is going to be a pretty hot
one. I'll go to any means
and to anything possible to
see that he gets a real
penalty for his offense.[99]

A 1921 cartoon shows Landis unimpressed by the acquittals in the "Black Sox" trial

The criminal case against the Black Sox defendants suffered unexpected setbacks, with evidence vanishing,
including some of the incriminating statements made to the grand jury.[100] The prosecution was forced to dismiss
the original indictments, and bring new charges against seven of the ballplayers (McMullin was not charged again).
Frustrated by the delays, Landis placed all eight on an "ineligible list", banning them from major and minor league
baseball. Comiskey supported Landis by giving the seven who remained under contract to the White Sox their
unconditional release. Public sentiment was heavily against the ballplayers, and when Jackson, Williams, Felsch, and
Weaver played in a semi-pro game, The Sporting News mocked the 3,000 attendees, "Just Like Nuts Go to See a
Murderer".[101]
The criminal trial of the Black Sox indictees began in early July 1921. Despite what Robert C. Cottrell, in his book
on the scandal, terms "the mysterious loss of evidence," the prosecution was determined to pursue the case,
demanding five-year prison terms for the ballplayers for defrauding the public by throwing the World Series. On
August 2, 1921, the jury returned not guilty verdicts against all defendants, leading to happy pandemonium in the
courtroom, joined by the courtroom bailiffs, with even the trial judge, Hugo Friend, looking visibly pleased.[102] The
players and jury then repaired to an Italian restaurant and partied well into the night.[103]
The jubilation proved short-lived. On August 3, Landis issued a statement:
Regardless of the verdict of juries, no player that throws a ball game; no player that undertakes or
promises to throw a ball game; no player that sits in a conference with a bunch of crooked players and
gamblers where the ways and means of throwing ball games are planned and discussed and does not
promptly tell his club about it, will ever play professional baseball. Of course, I don't know that any of
these men will apply for reinstatement, but if they do, the above are at least a few of the rules that will
be enforced. Just keep in mind that, regardless of the verdict of juries, baseball is competent to protect
itself against crooks, both inside and outside the game.[104]
According to ESPN columnist Rob Neyer, "with that single decision, Landis might have done more for the sport than
anyone else, ever. Certainly, Landis never did anything more important."[105] According to Carney, "The public
amputation of the eight Sox was seen as the only acceptable cure."[106] Over the years of Landis's commissionership,
a number of the players applied for reinstatement to the game, notably Jackson and Weaver. Jackson, raised in rural
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South Carolina and with limited education, was said to have been drawn unwillingly into the conspiracy, while
Weaver, though admitting his presence at the meetings, stated that he took no money. Both men stated that their play
on the field, and their batting percentages during the series (.375 for Jackson, .324 for Weaver) indicated that they
did not help to throw the series. None were ever reinstated, with Landis telling a group of Weaver supporters that his
presence at the meetings with the gamblers was sufficient to bar him.[107] Even today, long after the deaths of all
three men, efforts are periodically made to reinstate Jackson (which would make him eligible for possible election to
the National Baseball Hall of Fame) and Weaver (deemed by some the least culpable of the eight). In the 1990s, a
petition drive to reinstate Jackson drew 60,000 signatures, he has been treated sympathetically in movies such as
Eight Men Out and Field of Dreams, and Hall of Famers Ted Williams and Bob Feller expressed their support for
Jackson's induction into the Hall. Landis' expulsion of the eight men remains in force.[108]
Cracking down on gambling
Landis felt that the Black Sox scandal had been initiated by people
involved in horse racing, and stated that "by God, as long as I have
anything to do with this game, they'll never get another hold on it."[109]
In 1921, his first season as commissioner, New York Giants owner
Charles Stoneham and manager John McGraw purchased Oriental Park
Racetrack in Havana, Cuba. Landis insisted that they could be involved
in baseball or horse racing, but not both. They sold the track.[110]
Even before the Black Sox scandal had been resolved, Commissioner
Landis acted to clean up other gambling cases. Eugene Paulette, a first
baseman for the Philadelphia Phillies, had been with the St. Louis
Cardinals in 1919, and had met with gamblers. It is uncertain if any
games were fixed, but Paulette had written a letter naming two other
Cardinals who might be open to throwing games. The letter had fallen
Commissioner Landis opens the 1921 baseball
into the hands of Phillies President William F. Baker, who had taken
season.
no action until Landis's appointment, then turned the letter over to him.
Paulette met with Landis once, denying any wrongdoing, then refused
further meetings. Landis placed him on the ineligible list in March 1921.[111] In November 1921, Landis banned
former St. Louis Browns player Joe Gedeon. The player had been released by the Browns after admitting to sitting in
on meetings with gamblers who were trying to raise the money to bribe the Black Sox, and a minor league official
asked if he was eligible. Landis settled the matter by placing Gedeon on the ineligible list.[112]
Two other player gambling affairs marked Landis's early years as commissioner. In 1922, Giants pitcher Phil
Douglas, embittered at McGraw for disciplining him for heavy drinking, wrote a letter to Cardinals outfielder Leslie
Mann, suggesting that he would take a bribe to ensure the Giants did not win the pennant.[113] Although Mann had
been a friend, the outfielder neither smoked nor drank and had long been associated with the YMCA movement;
according to baseball historian Lee Allen, Douglas might as well have sent the letter to Landis himself. Mann
immediately turned over the letter to his manager, Branch Rickey, who ordered Mann to contact Landis at once. The
Giants placed Douglas on the ineligible list, an action backed by Landis after meeting with the pitcher.[114] On
September 27, 1924, Giants outfielder Jimmy O'Connell offered Phillies shortstop Heinie Sand $500 if Sand didn't
"bear down too hard against us today".[115] Sand was initially inclined to let the matter pass, but recalling the fate of
Weaver and other Black Sox players, told his manager, Art Fletcher. Fletcher met with Heydler, who contacted
Landis. O'Connell did not deny the bribe attempt, and was placed on the ineligible list.[116]
In total, Landis banned eighteen players from the game.[117] Landis biographer Pietrusza details the effect of Landis's
stand against gambling:
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Before 1920 if one player approached another player to throw a contest, there was a very good chance
he would not be informed upon. Now, there was an excellent chance he would be turned in. No honest
player wanted to meet the same fate as Buck Weaver ... Without the forbidding example of Buck
Weaver to haunt them, it is unlikely Mann and Sand would have snitched on their fellow players. After
Landis' unforgiving treatment of the popular and basically honest Weaver they dared not to. And once
prospectively crooked players knew that honest players would no longer shield them, the scandals
stopped.[118]
Ruth-Meusel barnstorming incident
At the time of Landis's appointment as commissioner, it
was common for professional baseball players to
supplement their pay by participating in postseason
"barnstorming" tours, playing on teams which would
visit smaller cities and towns to play games for which
admission would be charged. Since 1911, however,
players on the two World Series teams had been barred
from barnstorming.[119] The rule had been indifferently
enforced—in 1916, several members of the champion
Red Sox, including pitcher George Herman "Babe"
Ruth had barnstormed and had been fined a token $100
each by the National Commission.[119]
Landis keeps firm hold on Babe Ruth (left) and Bob Meusel after
turning down their requests for early reinstatement, Yankees spring
training camp, New Orleans, March 1922

Ruth, who after the 1919 season had been traded to the
Yankees, and who by then had mostly abandoned his
pitching role for the outfield, was the focus of
considerable fan interest as he broke batting records in 1920 and 1921, some by huge margins. Ruth's major league
record 29 home runs with the Red Sox in 1919 fell to his own efforts in 1920, when he hit 54. He then proceeded to
hit 59 in 1921, leading the Yankees to their first pennant. Eight major league teams failed to hit as many home runs
in 1921 as Ruth hit by himself. The Yankees lost the 1921 World Series to the Giants (Ruth was injured and missed
several games) and after the series, the outfielder proposed to capitalize on fan interest by leading a team of
barnstormers, including Yankees teammate Bob Meusel, in violation of the rule.[120] According to Cottrell,
[T]he two men clashed who helped the national pastime overcome the Black Sox scandal, one through
his seemingly iron will, the other thanks to his magical bat. Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis and Babe
Ruth battled over the right of a ballplayer from a pennant-winning squad to barnstorm in the off-season.
Also involved was the commissioner's continued determination to display, as he had through his
banishment of the Black Sox, that he had established the boundaries for organized baseball. These
boundaries, Landis intended to demonstrate, applied even to the sport's most popular and greatest star.
Significant too, only Babe Ruth now contended with Commissioner Landis for the title of baseball's
most important figure.[121]
Ruth had asked Yankees general manager Ed Barrow for permission to barnstorm. Barrow had no objection but
warned Ruth he must obtain Landis's consent.[122] Landis biographer Spink, who was at the time the editor of The
Sporting News, stated, "I can say that Ruth knew exactly what he was doing when he defied Landis in October, 1921.
He was willing to back his own popularity and well-known drawing powers against the Judge."[123] Ruth, to the
commissioner's irritation, did not contact Landis until October 15, one day before the first exhibition. When the two
spoke by telephone, Landis ordered Ruth to attend a meeting with him; Ruth refused, stating that he had to leave for
Buffalo for the first game. Landis angrily refused consent for Ruth to barnstorm, and after slamming down the
receiver, is recorded as saying, "Who the hell does that big ape think he is? That blankety-blank! If he goes on that
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trip it will be one of the sorriest things he has ever done."[124] By one account, Yankees co-owner Colonel
Tillinghast Huston attempted to dissuade Ruth as he departed, only to be told by the ballplayer, "Aw, tell the old guy
to jump in a lake."[125]
The tour also featured fellow Yankees Bob Meusel and Bill Piercy (who had been called up late in the season and
was ineligible for the World Series) as well as Tom Sheehan, who had been sent to the minor leagues before the end
of the season. Two other Yankees, Carl Mays and Wally Schang, had been scheduled to join the tour, but given
Landis's position, according to Spink, "wisely decided to pass it up".[126] Spink describes the tour as "a fiasco."[126]
On Landis's orders, it was barred from all major and minor league ballparks. In addition, it was plagued by poor
weather, and was called off in late October. In early December, Landis suspended Ruth, Piercy, and Meusel until
May 20, 1922.[126] Yankee management was actually relieved; they had feared Landis would suspend Ruth for the
season or even longer. Both the Yankees and Ruth repeatedly asked Landis for the players' early reinstatement,
which was refused, and when Landis visited the Yankees during spring training in New Orleans, he lectured Ruth for
two hours on the value of obeying authority. "He sure can talk", noted Ruth.[127]
When Ruth returned on May 20, he batted 0-for-4, and was booed by the crowd at the Polo Grounds. According to
Pietrusza, "Always a politician, there was one boss Landis did fear: public opinion. He had no guarantee at the start
of the Ruth controversy that the public and press would back him as he assumed unprecedented powers over
baseball. Now, he knew they would.[128]

Policies as commissioner
Major-minor league relations; development of the farm system
At the start of Landis's commissionership, the minor league teams were for the
most part autonomous of the major leagues; in fact the minor leagues
independently chose to accept Landis's rule.[129] To ensure players did not
become mired in the minor leagues without a chance to earn their way out, major
league teams were able to draft players who played two consecutive years with
the same minor league team.[130] Several minor leagues were not subject to the
draft; Landis fought for the inclusion of these leagues, feeling that the non-draft
leagues could prevent players from advancing as they became more skilled. By
1924, he had succeeded, as the International League, the final holdout, accepted
the draft.[131]
By the mid-1920s, major league clubs were beginning to develop "farm
systems", that is, minor league teams owned or controlled by them, at which they
could develop young prospects without the risk of the players being acquired by
Landis throws out the first pitch,
1924.
major league rivals. The pioneer in this development was Branch Rickey, who
[129]
then ran the St. Louis Cardinals.
As the 1921 National Agreement among the
major and minor leagues which implemented Landis's hiring lifted a ban on major league teams owning minor
league ones, Landis was limited in his avenues of attack on Rickey's schemes. Developing talent at little cost thanks
to Rickey, the Cardinals dominated the National League, winning nine league titles in the years from 1926 to
1946.[132]
Soon after Landis's appointment, he surprised the major league owners by requiring that they disclose their minor
league interests. Landis fought against the practice of "covering up", using transfers between two teams controlled by
the same major league team to make players ineligible for the draft. His first formal act as commissioner was to
declare infielder Phil Todt a free agent, dissolving his contract with the St. Louis Browns (at the time run by Rickey,
who soon thereafter moved across town to run the Cardinals); in 1928 he ruled future Hall of Famer Chuck Klein a
free agent as he held the Cardinals had tried to cover Klein up.[129] The following year, he freed Detroit Tigers
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prospect and future Hall of Famer Rick Ferrell, who attracted a significant signing bonus with the Browns.[133] In
1936, Landis found that teenage pitching prospect Bob Feller's signing by minor league club Fargo-Moorhead had
been a charade; the young pitcher was for all intents and purposes property of the Cleveland Indians. However,
Feller indicated that he wanted to play for Cleveland and Landis issued a ruling which required the Indians to pay
damages to minor league clubs, but allowed them to retain Feller, who went on to a Hall of Fame career with the
Indians.[134]
Landis's attempts to crack down on "covering up" provoked the only time he was ever sued by one of his owners.
After the 1930 season, minor leaguer Fred Bennett, convinced he was being covered up by the Browns, petitioned
Landis for his release. Landis ruled that the Browns could either keep Bennett on their roster for the entire 1931
season, trade him, or release him. Instead, Browns owner Phil Ball brought suit against Landis in his old court in
Chicago.[135] Federal Judge Walter Lindley ruled for Landis, noting that the agreements and rules were intended to
"endow the Commissioner with all the attributes of a benevolent but absolute despot and all the disciplinary powers
of the proverbial pater familias ".[130] Ball intended to appeal, but after a meeting between team owners and Landis
in which the commissioner reminded owners of their agreement not to sue, agreed to drop the case.[135]
Landis had hoped that the large Cardinal farm system would become economically unfeasible; when it proved
successful for the Cardinals, he had tolerated it for several years and was in a poor position to abolish it. In 1938,
however, finding that the Cardinals effectively controlled multiple teams in the same league (a practice disliked by
Landis), he freed 70 players from their farm system. As few of the players were likely prospects for the major
leagues, Landis's actions generated headlines, but had little effect on the Cardinals organization, and the
development of the modern farm system, whereby each major league club has several minor league teams which it
uses to develop talent, proceeded apace.[136] Rob Neyer describes Landis's effort as "a noble effort in a good cause,
but it was also doomed to fail."[105]
Baseball color line
One of the most controversial aspects of Landis's commissionership is the question of race. From 1884, black
ballplayers were informally banned from organized baseball. No black ballplayer played in organized baseball
during Landis's commissionership; Rickey (then running the Brooklyn Dodgers) broke the color line by signing
Jackie Robinson to play for the minor league Montreal Royals in 1946, after Landis's death; Robinson became the
first black in the major leagues since the 19th century, playing with the Dodgers beginning in 1947.[137]
According to contemporary newspaper columns, at the time of his appointment as commissioner, Landis was
considered a liberal on race questions; two Chicago African-American newspapers defended him against the 1921
efforts to impeach him from his judgeship.[138] A number of baseball authors have ascribed racism to Landis, who
they say actively perpetuated baseball's color line.[139] James Bankes, in The Pittsburgh Crawfords, tracing the
history of that Negro League team, states that Landis, whom the author suggests was a Southerner, made "little effort
to disguise his racial prejudice during 25 years in office" and "remained a steadfast foe of integration".[140] Negro
League historian John Holway termed Landis "the hard-bitten Carolinian [sic] Kennesaw [sic] Mountain
Landis".[141] In a 2000 article in Smithsonian magazine, writer Bruce Watson states that Landis "upheld baseball's
unwritten ban on black players and did nothing to push owners toward integration".[7] A number of authors say that
Landis banned major league play against black teams for fear the white teams would lose, though they ascribe
various dates for this action and the Dodgers are known to have played black teams in and around their Havana
spring training base as late as 1942.[142]
Landis's documented actions on race are inconsistent. In 1938, Yankee Jake Powell was interviewed by a Chicago
radio station, and when asked what he did in the offseason, stated that he was a police officer in southern Illinois
"and I get a lot of pleasure beating up niggers and then throwing them in jail". Landis suspended Powell for ten
days.[143] In June 1942, the Negro League Kansas City Monarchs played several games against the white "Dizzy
Dean All-Stars" at major league ballparks, attracting large crowds. After three games, all won by the Monarchs,
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Landis ordered a fourth canceled, on the ground that the games were outdrawing major league contests.[144] On one
occasion, Landis intervened in Negro League affairs, though he had no jurisdiction to do so. The Crawfords lost a
game to a white semi-pro team when their star catcher, Josh Gibson dropped a pop fly, and Gibson was accused of
throwing the game at the behest of gamblers. Landis summoned the black catcher to his office, interviewed him, and
announced Gibson was cleared of wrongdoing.[145]
In July 1942, Dodger manager Leo Durocher charged that there was a "grapevine understanding" keeping blacks out
of baseball.[144] He was summoned to Landis's Chicago office, and after emerging from a meeting with the
commissioner, alleged that he had been misquoted.[144] Landis then addressed the press, and stated,"
Negroes are not barred from organized baseball by the commissioner and never have been in the
21 years I have served. There is no rule in organized baseball prohibiting their participation and never
has been to my knowledge. If Durocher, or if any other manager, or all of them, want to sign one, or
twenty-five Negro players, it is all right with me. That is the business of the managers and the club
owners. The business of the commissioner is to interpret the rules of baseball, and to enforce them.[146]
In his 1961 memoir, Veeck as in Wreck, longtime baseball executive and owner Bill Veeck told of his plan, in 1942,
to buy the Phillies and stock the team with Negro League stars. Veeck wrote that he told Landis, who reacted with
shock, and soon moved to block the purchase. In his book, Veeck placed some of the blame on National League
President Ford Frick, but later reserved blame exclusively for Landis, whom he accused of racism, stating in a
subsequent interview, "[a]fter all, a man who is named Kenesaw Mountain was not born and raised in the state of
Maine."[147] However, when Veeck was asked for proof of his allegations against Landis, he stated, "I have no proof
of that. I can only surmise."[147] According to baseball historian David Jordan, "Veeck, nothing if not a storyteller,
seems to have added these embellishments, sticking in some guys in black hats, simply to juice up his tale."[147]
In November 1943, Landis agreed after some persuasion that black sportswriter Sam Lacy should make a case for
integration of organized baseball before the owners' annual meeting. Instead of Lacy attending the meeting, actor
Paul Robeson did. Robeson, though a noted black actor and advocate of civil rights, was a controversial figure due to
his affiliation with the Communist Party. The owners heard Robeson out, but at Landis's suggestion, did not ask him
any questions or begin any discussion with him.[148]
Neyer noted that "Landis has been blamed for delaying the integration of the major leagues, but the truth is that the
owners didn't want black players in the majors any more than Landis did. And it's not likely that, even if Landis
hadn't died in 1944, he could have prevented Branch Rickey from bringing Jackie Robinson to the National League
in 1947."[105] C.C. Johnson Spink, son of Landis biographer J.G. Taylor Spink and his successor as editor of The
Sporting News, noted in the introduction to the reissue of his father's biography of Landis,
K.M. Landis was quite human and not infallible. If, for example, he did drag his feet at erasing
baseball's color line, he was grievously wrong, but then so were many others of his post-Civil War
generation.[149]
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World Series and All-Star Game; other innovations
Landis took full jurisdiction over the World Series, as a
contest between representatives of the two major
leagues.[150] Landis was blamed when the umpires
called a game on account of darkness with the score
tied during the 1922 World Series, even though there
was still light. Landis decided that such decisions in
future would be made by himself, moved forward the
starting time of World Series games in future years, and
announced that proceeds from the tied game would be
donated to charity.[151] In the 1932 World Series,
Landis ordered that tickets for Game One at Yankee
Landis with New York Yankees owner Jacob Ruppert (standing),
Stadium only be sold as part of strips, forcing fans to
1923.
purchase tickets for all Yankee home games during that
Series. Bad weather and the poor economy resulted in a
half-filled stadium, and Landis allowed individual game sales for Game Two.[152] During the 1933 World Series, he
instituted a rule that only he could throw a player out of a World Series game, a rule which followed the ejection of
Washington Senator Heinie Manush by umpire Charley Moran.[153] The following year, with the visiting Cardinals
ahead of the Detroit Tigers, 9–0 in Game Seven, he removed Cardinal Joe Medwick from the game for his own
safety when Medwick, the left fielder, was pelted with fruit by Tiger fans after Medwick had been involved in a fight
with one of the Tigers. Spink notes that Landis would most likely not have done so were the game within reach of
the Tigers.[154] In the 1938 World Series, umpire Moran was hit by a wild throw and suffered facial injuries. He was
able to continue, but the incident caused Landis to order that World Series games and All-Star Games be played with
six umpires.[155]
The All-Star Game began in 1933; Landis had been a
strong supporter of the proposal for such a contest, and
after the first game remarked, "That's a grand show,
and it should be continued."[153] He never missed an
All-Star Game in his lifetime; his final public
appearance was at the 1944 All-Star Game in
Pittsburgh.[153]
In 1928, National League ball clubs proposed an
innovation whereby each team's pitcher, usually the
weakest hitter in the lineup, would not bat, but be
replaced for the purposes of batting and base-running
by a tenth player. There were expectations that at the
interleague meetings that year, the National League
Landis at the 1937 All-Star Game, Griffith Stadium, Washington
teams would vote for it, and the American League
D.C.
teams against it, leaving Landis to cast the deciding
vote. In the event, the proposal was withdrawn, and Landis did not disclose how he would have voted on this early
version of the "designated hitter" rule.[156]
Landis disliked the innovation of "night baseball", played in the evening with the aid of artificial light, and sought to
discourage teams from it. Despite this, he attended the first successful minor league night game, in Des Moines,
Iowa, in 1930.[157] When major league night baseball began in the late 1930s, Landis got the owners to restrict the
number of such games. During World War II, many restrictions on night baseball were reduced, with the
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Washington Senators permitted to play all their home games (except those on Sundays and holidays) at night.[158]

World War II, death, and legacy
With the entry of the United States into World War II in late 1941, Landis wrote
to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, inquiring as to the wartime status of baseball.
The President responded urging Landis to keep baseball open, foreseeing that
even those fully engaged in war work would benefit from inexpensive diversions
such as attending baseball games.[159] Many major leaguers enlisted or were
drafted; even so Landis repeatedly stated, "We'll play as long as we can put nine
men on the field." Although many of the teams practiced at their normal spring
training sites in 1942, beginning the following year they were required to train
near their home cities or in the Northeast.[160] Landis was as virulently opposed
to the Axis Powers as he had been towards the Kaiser, writing that peace would
not be possible until "about fifteen thousand little Hitler, Himmlers and
Hirohitos" were killed.[161]

Roosevelt's letter to Landis, January
15, 1942

Landis retained a firm hold on baseball despite his advancing years and, in 1943,
banned Phillies owner William D. Cox from baseball for betting on his own
team. In 1927, Landis's stance regarding gambling had been codified in the rules of baseball: "Any player, umpire, or
club or league official or employee who shall bet any sum whatsoever upon any baseball game in connection with
which the bettor had a duty to perform shall be declared permanently ineligible."[162] Cox was required to sell his
stake in the Phillies.[162]
In early October 1944, Landis checked into St. Luke's Hospital in Chicago, where his wife Winifred had been
hospitalized, with a severe cold. While in the hospital, he had a heart attack, causing him to miss the World Series
for the first time in his commissionership. He remained fully alert, and as usual signed the World Series share checks
to players. His contract was due to expire in January 1946; on November 17, 1944, baseball's owners voted him
another seven-year term. However, on November 25, he died with his family about him, five days after his
78th birthday. His longtime assistant, Leslie O'Connor, wept as he read the announcement for the press.[163]
Two weeks after his death, Landis was voted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame by a special committee
vote.[163] The Baseball Writers Association of America renamed its Most Valuable Player Awards after Landis.[164]
American League President Will Harridge said of Landis, "He was a wonderful man. His great qualities and
downright simplicity impressed themselves deeply on all who knew him."[165] Pietrusza suggests that the legend on
Landis's Hall of Fame plaque is his true legacy: "His integrity and leadership established baseball in the esteem,
respect, and affection of the American people."[166] Pietrusza notes that Landis was hired by the baseball owners to
clean up the sport, and "no one could deny Kenesaw Mountain Landis had accomplished what he had been hired to
do".[166] According to his first biographer, Spink,
[Landis] may have been arbitrary, self-willed and even unfair, but he 'called 'em as he saw 'em' and he
turned over to his successor and the future a game cleansed of the nasty spots which followed World
War I. Kenesaw Mountain Landis put the fear of God into weak characters who might otherwise have
been inclined to violate their trust. And for that, I, as a lifelong lover of baseball, am eternally
grateful.[164]
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Charles Comiskey

First baseman/Manager/Owner
Born: August 15, 1859
Chicago, Illinois
Died: October 26, 1931 (aged 72)
Eagle River, Wisconsin
Batted: Right

Threw: Right
MLB debut

May 2, 1882 for the St. Louis Brown Stockings
Last MLB appearance
September 12, 1894 for the Cincinnati Reds
Career statistics
Batting average
Hits
Runs

.264
1,530
994

Teams
As Player
•
•
•
•

St. Louis Brown Stockings/Browns (1882–1889)
Chicago Pirates (1890)
St. Louis Browns (1891)
Cincinnati Reds (1892–1894)

As Manager
•
•
•

St. Louis Browns (1883–1889, 1891)
Chicago Pirates (1890)
Cincinnati Reds (1892–1894)

As Owner
•

Chicago White Sox (1901–1931)
Career highlights and awards

•
•
•
•

World Series champion (1906, 1917)
American League pennant (1901, 1919)
American Association pennant (1885, 1886, 1887, 1888)
Career managerial record: 840–541
Member of the National
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Baseball Hall of Fame
Induction
Election Method

1939
Veteran's Committee

Charles Albert "The Old Roman" Comiskey (August 15, 1859 – October 26, 1931) was an American Major
League Baseball player, manager and team owner. He was a key person in the formation of the American League
and later owned the Chicago White Sox.[1] Comiskey Park, Chicago's storied baseball stadium, was built under his
guidance and named for him.[1]
Comiskey's reputation was permanently tarnished by his team's involvement in the Black Sox Scandal, a conspiracy
to "throw" the 1919 World Series.[1] Despite popular allegations that his poor treatment of White Sox players fueled
the conspiracy, Comiskey was inducted as an executive into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1939.[1]

Early years
Charles Comiskey was the third of the eight children born to John and Annie Comiskey. He was of Irish descent. His
father, popularly known as "Honest John," was the political boss of his Chicago ward, serving as an alderman from
1859 to 1863, and again from 1867 to 1870. While his father would have liked him to become a businessman or a
plumber, Comiskey preferred playing baseball. Over the objections of his father, he joined a local semi-pro team.
One story suggests that Comiskey's interest in the game was sparked by an event that occurred when he was 17 years
old. According to this account, Comiskey was driving a brick wagon through Chicago when he spotted a game in
progress. The pitcher was performing so poorly that Comiskey felt compelled to take his place.[2] To discourage his
son's obsession, Comiskey's father eventually sent him to St. Mary's College, Kansas, where it seemed less likely he
would have a chance to play baseball. Instead, he met the club- and league-organizer Ted Sullivan, who already
owned a team in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Comiskey played in Milwaukee and with the Dubuque Rabbits, a club that
Sullivan established.[2]
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Baseball career
Comiskey entered the American Association in 1882 as a player with
the St. Louis Brown Stockings.[2] He managed the team during parts of
its first seasons and took over full-time in 1885,[2] leading the Browns
to four consecutive American Association championships and a close
second in 1889. He also played and managed for the Chicago Pirates in
the Players' League (1890), the Browns again (1891), and the
Cincinnati Reds in the National League (1892–94).

Managing career
Comiskey left Cincinnati and the majors in fall 1894 to purchase the
Western League club in Sioux City, Iowa and move it to Saint Paul,
Minnesota.[2] He had compiled a .264 batting average with 29 home
runs, 883 RBI and 419 stolen bases. As a manager, he posted an
839-542 record.
After five seasons of sharing the Twin Cities with another Western
League club in Minneapolis, Comiskey and his colleagues arranged to
share Chicago with the National League, whose club (the Chicago
Cubs today) played on the West Side. The St. Paul Saints moved to the
South Side as the White Stockings of the renamed American League
for the 1900 season. The American League then declared itself a major league starting in 1901.[2]
As owner of the White Sox from 1900 until his death in 1931,
Comiskey oversaw building Comiskey Park in 1910 and winning five
American League championships.[2] He lost popularity with his
players, whose views of him became hateful, and that is seen as a
factor in the Black Sox scandal, when eight players on the AL
champions conspired to "throw" the 1919 World Series to the NL
champion Cincinnati Reds.[2] Comiskey was notoriously stingy (his
defenders called him "frugal"), even forcing his players to pay to
launder their own uniforms.[2] Traci Peterson notes that, in an era when
professional athletes lacked free agency, the White Sox's formidable
players had little choice but to accept Comiskey's substandard wages.
She writes: "Charles Risberg and Claude Williams made less than
$3,000 a year. Joe Jackson and George Weaver made only $6,000 a
year. Eddie Cicotte had been promised a $10,000 bonus if he could win
Charles Comiskey, circa 1910
30 games in a season. When Cicotte closed in on the 30-game goal,
[2]
Comiskey had him benched to keep him from reaching the mark". In
one incident, he promised his players a bonus for winning the 1919 pennant — the "bonus" turned out to be a case of
flat champagne.
Comiskey initially defended the accused players and, in an unusual display of largesse, provided them with
expensive legal representation.[2] While he ultimately supported baseball commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis'
decision to ban the implicated White Sox players from further participation in professional baseball, Comiskey must
have realized that this ruling deprived his team of its top players.[2] Indeed, the White Sox promptly tumbled into

Charles Comiskey
seventh place and would not be a factor in a pennant race again until 1936, five years after Comiskey's death.

Legacy
Comiskey is sometimes credited with the innovation of playing the first base position behind first base or inside the
foul line, a practice which has since become common.[2] He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in
1939.[1]
Comiskey died in Eagle River, Wisconsin at age of 72. The White Sox would remain in his family until 1958.
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Eddie Collins
Eddie Collins

Second baseman
Born: May 2, 1887
Millerton, New York
Died: March 25, 1951 (aged 63)
Boston, Massachusetts
Batted: Left

Threw: Right
MLB debut

September 17, 1906 for the Philadelphia Athletics
Last MLB appearance
August 2, 1930 for the Philadelphia Athletics
Career statistics
Batting average
Hits
Runs batted in
Stolen bases

.333
3,315
1,300
744

Teams
As player
•
•
•

Philadelphia Athletics (1906–1914)
Chicago White Sox (1915–1926)
Philadelphia Athletics (1927–1930)

As manager
•

Chicago White Sox (1924–1926)
Career highlights and awards

•
•
•
•

4x World Series champion (1910, 1911, 1913, 1917)
1914 AL MVP
10th on the all-time hit list
6th all-time in career stolen bases
Member of the National
Baseball Hall of Fame
Induction
Vote

1939
77.74% (fourth ballot)
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Edward Trowbridge Collins, Sr. (May 2, 1887 – March 25, 1951), nicknamed "Cocky", was an American Major
League Baseball second baseman, manager and executive. He played from 1906 to 1930 for the Philadelphia
Athletics and Chicago White Sox.
At the end of his career, he ranked second in major league history in career games (2,826), walks (1,499) and stolen
bases (744), third in runs scored (1,821), fourth in hits (3,315) and at bats (9,949), sixth in on base percentage (.424),
and eighth in total bases (4,268); he was also fourth in AL history in triples (187). He still holds the major league
record of 512 career sacrifice bunts, over 100 more than any other player. He was the first major leaguer in modern
history to steal 80 bases in a season, and still shares the major league record of six steals in a game, which he
accomplished twice in September 1912. He regularly batted over .320, retiring with a career average of .333. He also
holds major league records for career games (2,650), assists (7,630) and total chances (14,591) at second base, and
ranks second in putouts (6,526). Collins is one of only 29 players in baseball history to have appeared in Major
League games in four decades.
Under the win shares statistical rating system created by baseball historian and analyst Bill James, Collins was the
greatest second baseman of all time.

Biography
A native of Millerton, New York, Collins was a graduate of Columbia University (where he was a member of Beta
Theta Pi Fraternity), at a time when few Major League players had attended college.
As a player, Collins was renowned for his solid batting skills and speed on the basepaths.

Collins in 1911

He broke into the majors on September 17, 1906 with the Philadelphia
Athletics.[1] After spending all but 14 games in 1907 in the minor
leagues,[2] he played in 102 games in 1908 and by 1909 was a full-time
player. That season, he registered a .347 batting average and 67 steals.
He would also be named the A's starting second baseman in 1909, a
position he would play for the rest of his career, after seeing time at
second, third, short, and the outfield the previous two seasons. In 1910,
Collins stole a career-high 81 bases and played on the first of his four
World Series championship teams.

Collins was part of the Athletics' so-called "$100,000 infield" (and the
highest-paid of the quartet) which propelled the team to four American League (AL) pennants and three World
Series titles between 1910 and 1914. He earned the league's Chalmers Award (early Most Valuable Player
recognition) in 1914.
In 1914, the newly formed Federal League disrupted Major League contract stability by luring away established stars
from the AL and NL with inflated salaries. To retain Collins, Athletics manager Connie Mack offered his second
baseman the longest guaranteed contract (five years) that had ever been offered to a player. Collins declined, and
after the 1914 season Mack sold Collins to the White Sox for $50,000, the highest price ever paid for a player up to
that point. The Sox paid Collins $15,000 for 1915, making him the third highest paid player in the league, behind Ty
Cobb and Tris Speaker.
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Collins finished his career with 1,300 runs batted in. To date, Collins is the In Chicago,
Collins continued to post top-ten batting and stolen base numbers, and he helped the Sox
capture pennants in 1917 and 1919. He was part of the notorious "Black Sox" team that
threw the 1919 World Series to the Cincinnati Reds. However Collins was not accused
of being part of the conspiracy and was considered to have played honestly (his low .226
batting average notwithstanding).

In August 1924, he was named player-manager of the White Sox and would hold the
position through the 1926 season, posting a record of 174-160 (.521). He then returned to
the Athletics in 1927, but his playing career was basically over as he would go on to
become a full-time pinch hitter for the A's and get only 143 plate appearances his last
four years. Following the 1930 season, Collins retired and immediately stepped into the
Baseball Card
position as coach for the A's. After two seasons as a coach, Collins was hired as the
general manager of the Boston Red Sox. Remaining the GM through the 1947 season, he
continued the team's policy of not signing black players (an unofficial league-wide policy that stayed in place until
Jackie Robinson's signing by Brooklyn Dodgers GM Branch Rickey and Robinson's debut with the AAA Montreal
Royals in 1946). Author Howard Bryant writes that Collins' prejudice also extended to Jews and Catholics.[3]
only MLB player to play for two teams for at least 12 seasons each. He was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame
in 1939. In 1999, he ranked number 24 on The Sporting News' list of the 100 Greatest Baseball Players, and was a
nominee for the Major League Baseball All-Century Team.
His son, Eddie Jr., was an outfielder who briefly saw major league action (in 1939 and 1941–42, all with the A's) and
later worked in the Philadelphia Phillies' front office.

References
[1] http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ players/ c/ collied01. shtml
[2] http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ minors/ player. cgi?id=collin003edw
[3] Bryant, Howard. Shut Out: A Story of Race and Baseball in Boston. p.28

External links
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Joe Gedeon
Joe Gedeon

Second baseman
Born: December 5, 1893
Sacramento, California
Died: May 19, 1941 (aged 47)
San Francisco, California
Batted: Right

Threw: Right

MLB debut
May 13, 1913 for the Washington Senators
Last MLB appearance
October 3, 1920 for the St. Louis Browns
Career statistics
Batting average
Home runs
Runs batted in

.244
1
171

Teams
•
•
•

Washington Senators (1913–14)
New York Yankees (1916–17)
St. Louis Browns (1918–20)

Elmer Joseph Gedeon (December 5, 1893 – May 19, 1941) was a second baseman in Major League Baseball. He
played for the Washington Senators, New York Yankees, and St. Louis Browns.
Born in Sacramento, California, Gedeon started his professional baseball career in 1912 in the Pacific Coast League.
He won a job with the Senators the following season. Gedeon hit poorly in limited action and went back to the PCL
in 1914. In 1915, he had the best offensive season of his career with the Salt Lake City Bees, batting .317 and
slugging .514 in 190 games.[1]
For most of the next five seasons, Gedeon was a regular with the Yankees and Browns. He was an above-average
defensive player, leading all American League second basemen in assists once (1918) and fielding percentage twice
(1918 and 1919). In 1920, he led the AL in sacrifice hits with 48; this total is still a Browns/Orioles single season
record.
Unfortunately, Gedeon - who was a friend of Black Sox conspirator Swede Risberg - was present during a meeting
with gamblers, as they were discussing the plot to fix the 1919 World Series. He was later called as a witness in the
trial. On November 3, 1921, Gedeon was banned for life from organized baseball for "having guilty knowledge" of

Joe Gedeon
the Black Sox Scandal.[2]
He died in San Francisco, California at the age of 47, having suffered from cirrhosis of the liver. The official cause
of death was bronchial pneumonia. His nephew, Elmer Gedeon, was one of only two Major League Baseball players
to be killed in combat, dying in 1944.
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1917 World Series

Team (Wins)

Manager

Season

Chicago White Sox (4) Pants Rowland 100–54, .649, GA: 9
New York Giants (2)

John McGraw 98–56, .636, GA: 10

Dates:

October 6–15

Umpires:

Silk O'Loughlin (AL), Bill Klem (NL), Billy Evans (AL), Cy Rigler (NL)

Hall of Famers: Chicago White Sox: Eddie Collins, Red Faber, Ray Schalk. Giants: John McGraw (mgr.).

In the 1917 World Series, the Chicago White Sox beat the New York Giants four games to two. The Series was
played against the backdrop of World War I, which dominated the American newspapers that year and next.
The strong Chicago White Sox club had finished the 1917 season with a 100–54 record: their first and only
one-hundred-win season in franchise history as of 2009. The Sox's next World Series winner in 2005 would finish
the regular season with a 99–63 record.
The Sox won Game 1 of the Series in Chicago 2–1 behind a complete game by Eddie Cicotte. Happy Felsch hit a
home run in the fourth inning that provided the winning margin. The Sox beat the Giants in Game 2 by a score of
7–2 behind another complete game effort by Red Faber to take a 2–0 lead in the Series.
Back in New York for Game 3, Cicotte again threw a complete game, but the Sox could not muster a single run
against Giants starter Rube Benton and lost 2–0. In Game 4 the Sox were shut out again 5–0 by Ferdie Schupp.
Faber threw another complete game, but the Series was even at 2–2 going back to Chicago.
Reb Russell started Game 5 in Chicago, but only faced three batters before giving way to Cicotte. Going into the
bottom of the seventh inning, Chicago was down 5–2, but they rallied to score three in the seventh and three in the
eighth to win 8–5. Faber pitched the final two innings for the win. In Game 6 the Sox took an early 3–0 lead and on
the strength of another complete game victory from Faber (his third of the Series) won 4–2 and clinched the World
Championship. Eddie Collins was the hitting hero, batting .409 over the six game series while Cicotte and Faber
combined to pitch 50 out of a total 52 World Series innings to lead the staff.
The decisive game underscored the Giants' post-season frustrations, featuring a famous rundown in which Giants'
third baseman Heinie Zimmerman futilely chased the speedy Eddie Collins toward home plate with apparently no
one to throw to. Two years before the issue of baseball betting reached its peak, Zimmerman found himself having to
publicly deny purposely allowing the run to score, i.e. to deny that he had "thrown" the game. Zimmerman would
eventually be banned for life due to various accusations of corruption. Conventional wisdom has it that Collins was
much faster than Zimmerman, but existing photos of the play show that Zimmerman was only a step or two behind
Collins, who actually slid across the plate while Zim jumped over him to avoid trampling him.
The great athlete Jim Thorpe, better known for football in general, made his only World Series "appearance" during
Game 5, where he was listed in the lineup card as starting in right field; but for his turn at bat in the top of the first
inning he was replaced by a left-handed hitting Dave Robertson.
The White Sox, who were essentially dismantled following the 1920 season by baseball commissioner Kenesaw
Mountain Landis due to the Black Sox Scandal in the 1919 World Series, did not win another World Series until
2005.
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Summary
AL Chicago White Sox (4) vs. NL New York Giants (2)
Game

Date

Score

Location

1

October 6

New York Giants – 1, Chicago White Sox – 2 Comiskey Park (I) 1:48

32,000

2

October 7

New York Giants – 2, Chicago White Sox – 7 Comiskey Park (I) 2:13

32,000

3

October 10 Chicago White Sox – 0, New York Giants – 2 Polo Grounds (IV) 1:55

33,616

4

October 11 Chicago White Sox – 0, New York Giants – 5 Polo Grounds (IV) 2:09

27,746

5

October 13 New York Giants – 5, Chicago White Sox – 8 Comiskey Park (I) 2:37

27,323

6

October 15 Chicago White Sox – 4, New York Giants – 2 Polo Grounds (IV) 2:18

33,969

Matchups
Game 1
Saturday, October 6, 1917 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

New York 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 7 1
Chicago

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 X 2 7 1

WP: Eddie Cicotte (1–0) LP: Slim Sallee (0–1)
Home runs:
NYG: None
CWS: Happy Felsch (1)

Game 2
Sunday, October 7, 1917 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

New York 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Chicago

8

1

0 2 0 5 0 0 0 0 X 7 14 1

WP: Red Faber (1–0) LP: Fred Anderson (0–1)

Time Attendance
[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]

1917 World Series

120

Game 3
Wednesday, October 10, 1917 at Polo Grounds (IV) in Manhattan,
New York

Game 3 at the Polo Grounds, taken from left end
of upper deck. Note rope to guide umpire on
home run calls.

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R H E

Chicago

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

5

3

New York 0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

X

2

8

2

WP: Rube Benton (1–0) LP: Eddie Cicotte (1–1)

Game 4
Thursday, October 11, 1917 at Polo Grounds (IV) in Manhattan, New York

Team
Chicago

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7

0

New York 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 2 X 5 10 1
WP: Ferdie Schupp (1–0) LP: Red Faber (1–1)
Home runs:
CWS: None
NYG: Benny Kauff 2 (2)
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Game 5
Saturday, October 13, 1917 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

New York 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 5 12 3
Chicago

0 0 1 0 0 1 3 3 X 8 14 6

WP: Red Faber (2–1) LP: Slim Sallee (0–2)

Game 6
Monday, October 15, 1917 at Polo Grounds (IV) in Manhattan, New York

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

Chicago

0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 4 7 1

New York 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 6 3
WP: Red Faber (3–1) LP: Rube Benton (1–1)

Composite box
1917 World Series (4–2): Chicago White Sox (A.L.) over New York Giants (N.L.)

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R

H

E

Chicago White Sox

0

2

2

9

0

1

3

3

1

21

54

12

New York Giants

2

2

0

5

4

0

2

2

0

17

51

11

Total attendance: 186,654 Average attendance: 31,109
[7]

Winning player’s share: $3,669 Losing player’s share: $2,442

Notes
[1] "1917 World Series Game 1 - New York Giants vs. Chicago White Sox" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1917/ B10060CHA1917.
htm). Retrosheet. .
[2] "1917 World Series Game 2 - New York Giants vs. Chicago White Sox" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1917/ B10070CHA1917.
htm). Retrosheet. .
[3] "1917 World Series Game 3 - Chicago White Sox vs. New York Giants" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1917/ B10100NY11917.
htm). Retrosheet. .
[4] "1917 World Series Game 4 - Chicago White Sox vs. New York Giants" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1917/ B10110NY11917.
htm). Retrosheet. .
[5] "1917 World Series Game 5 - New York Giants vs. Chicago White Sox" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1917/ B10130CHA1917.
htm). Retrosheet. .
[6] "1917 World Series Game 6 - Chicago White Sox vs. New York Giants" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1917/ B10150NY11917.
htm). Retrosheet. .
[7] "World Series Gate Receipts and Player Shares" (http:/ / www. baseball-almanac. com/ ws/ wsshares. shtml). Baseball Almanac. .
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1918 World Series

Team (Wins)

Manager

Season

Boston Red Sox (4)

Ed Barrow

75–51, .595, GA: 2 1⁄2

Chicago Cubs (2)

Fred Mitchell 84–45, .651, GA: 10 1⁄
2

Dates:

September 5–11

Umpires:

Hank O'Day (NL), George Hildebrand (AL), Bill Klem (NL), Brick Owens (AL)†

Hall of Famers: Boston Red Sox: Harry Hooper, Babe Ruth. Cubs: Grover Cleveland Alexander (dnp).

The 1918 World Series featured the Boston Red Sox, who defeated the Chicago Cubs four games to two. The Series
victory for the Red Sox was their fifth in five tries, going back to 1903. The Red Sox scored only nine runs in the
entire Series; the fewest runs by the winning team in World Series history. Along with the 1906 and 1907 World
Series, the 1918 World Series is one of only three Fall Classics where neither team hit a home run.
The 1918 Series was played under several metaphorical dark clouds. The Series was held early in September because
of the World War I "Work or Fight" order that forced the premature end of the regular season on September 1, and
remains the only World Series to be played entirely in September. The Series was marred by players threatening to
strike due to low gate receipts.
The Chicago home games in the series were played at Comiskey Park, which had a greater seating capacity than
Weeghman Park, the prior home of the Federal League Chicago Whales that the Cubs were now using and which
would be rechristened Wrigley Field in 1925. The Red Sox had played their home games in the 1915 and 1916
World Series in the more expansive Braves Field, but they returned to Fenway Park for the 1918 series.
Game 1 of the 1918 World Series marked the first time "The Star Spangled Banner" was performed at a major league
game. During the seventh inning stretch, the band began playing the song due to the fact the country was involved in
World War I. The song would be named the national anthem of the United States in 1931, and during World War II
its playing would become a regular pregame feature of baseball games and other sporting events. The winning
pitcher of Game 1 was none other than Babe Ruth, who pitched a shutout.
1918 would be the last Red Sox World Series Championship until 2004. The drought of 86 years was often attributed
to the Curse of the Bambino. The alleged curse came to be when the Red Sox traded the superbly talented but
troublesome Babe Ruth (who was instrumental in their 1918 victory) to the New York Yankees for cash after the
1919 season.
Through the 2010 season, the Cubs are still waiting to win their next World Series. The Cubs, who last won in 1908,
won the National League but lost the Series in 1929, 1932, 1935, 1938, and 1945. The Red Sox, who had won the
American League but lost the Series in 1946, 1967, 1975, and 1986, finally won the World Series in 2004 and then
won again in 2007.
After Game 6, it would be some 87 years until the Cubs and Red Sox would play again. A three-game interleague
matchup at Wrigley Field began June 10, 2005 and was Boston's first ever visit to the park. The Cubs would not
return to Fenway Park for nearly 94 years until a three-game interleague matchup beginning May 20, 2011.
† For the first time in the Series, all four umpires worked in the infield on a rotating basis. In previous Series from 1909 through 1917, two of the
four umpires had been positioned in the outfield for each game, in addition to the standard plate umpire and base umpire.
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Summary
AL Boston Red Sox (4) vs. NL Chicago Cubs (2)
Game

Date

Score

Location

Time Attendance

1

September 5

Boston Red Sox – 1, Chicago Cubs – 0 Comiskey Park (I) 1:50

19,274

2

September 6

Boston Red Sox – 1, Chicago Cubs – 3 Comiskey Park (I) 1:58

20,040

3

September 7

Boston Red Sox – 2, Chicago Cubs – 1 Comiskey Park (I) 1:57

27,054

4

September 9

Chicago Cubs – 2, Boston Red Sox – 3 Fenway Park

1:50

22,183

5

September 10 Chicago Cubs – 3, Boston Red Sox – 0 Fenway Park

1:42

24,694

6

September 11 Chicago Cubs – 1, Boston Red Sox – 2 Fenway Park

1:46

15,238

[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]

Matchups
Game 1
Thursday, September 5, 1918 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
Game 1 went to the Red Sox, 1–0, with Babe Ruth pitching the shutout before 19,274 fans. Stuffy McInnis knocked
in the game's only run, driving in Dave Shean with a fourth-inning single off Hippo Vaughn.

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 R H E

Boston

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

1

5

0

Chicago 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

6

0

WP: Babe Ruth (1–0) LP: Hippo Vaughn (0–1)

Game 2
Friday, September 6, 1918 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
The Cubs rebounded to knot the Series with a 3–1 victory in Game 2 the next day, behind Lefty Tyler's six-hit
pitching. Tyler himself had a two-run single in the second inning to make the score 3–0, and he carried a shutout into
the ninth inning.

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R H E

Boston

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

6

1

Chicago 0

3

0

0

0

0

0

0

X

3

7

1

WP: Lefty Tyler (1–0) LP: Bullet Joe Bush (0–1)
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Game 3
Saturday, September 7, 1918 at Comiskey Park (I) in Chicago, Illinois
The series remained in Chicago for Game 3 due to wartime restrictions on travel. On September 7, the Red Sox
emerged victorious, 2–1, as Carl Mays scattered seven hits. Wally Schang and Everett Scott had back-to-back RBI
singles in the fourth inning. Vaughn lost his second game of the series. The game ends with the Cubs' Charlie Pick
caught in a rundown between third and home while trying to score on a passed ball.

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 R H E

Boston

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

2

7

0

Chicago 0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

1

7

1

WP: Carl Mays (1–0) LP: Hippo Vaughn (0–2)

Game 4
Monday, September 9, 1918 at Fenway Park in Boston,
Massachusetts
Sunday the 8th was a travel day. The teams arrived in Boston on
September 9, and the Cubs tied Game 4 in the eighth inning,
breaking Ruth's World Series scoreless inning streak (going back
to 1916) at 29 2⁄3 on hits by Charlie Hollocher and Les Mann. But
the Red Sox won it in the home half of the inning on a passed ball
by Killefer and a wild throw by relief pitcher Phil Douglas scoring
Schang for a 3–2 victory and a 3–1 series lead.
Starting pitcher Babe Ruth batted sixth for the Red Sox in Game 4.
He remains the only starting pitcher in World Series history to bat
other than ninth in the batting order.

Babe Ruth in 1918

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R

H

E

Chicago

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

2

7

1

Boston

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

1

X

3

4

0

WP: Babe Ruth (2–0) LP: Phil Douglas (0–1) Sv: Bullet Joe Bush (1)
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Game 5
Tuesday, September 10, 1918 at Fenway Park in Boston, Massachusetts
Vaughn finally earned a Series victory on Tuesday in Game 5, tossing a five-hit shutout as the Cubs rallied back for
a 3–0 victory. Dode Paskert's two-run double in the eighth sealed the matter for the Chicagoans, after Mann had
knocked in a first-inning run.

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R H

E

Chicago 0

0

1

0

0

0

0

2

0

3

7

0

Boston

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

5

0

0

WP: Hippo Vaughn (1–2) LP: Sad Sam Jones (0–1)

Game 6
Wednesday, September 11, 1918 at Fenway Park in Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance for Game 6 at Fenway on Wednesday, September 11, was down from over 24,000 on Tuesday to a mere
15,238, but the Red Sox went home happy. Max Flack committed a third-inning error that allowed two Sox runs to
score, and the Red Sox held on for a 2–1 victory and the World's Championship of 1918, as Carl Mays won his
second game of the series.

Team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 R H E

Chicago 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2
Boston

0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 X 2 5 0

WP: Carl Mays (2–0) LP: Lefty Tyler (1–1)

Players
• The 1918 Boston Red Sox team included Sam Agnew, Stuffy McInnis, Dave Shean, Fred Thomas, Everett Scott,
Harry Hooper, Amos Strunk, George Whiteman, Babe Ruth, Wally Schang, Dick Hoblitzel, George Cochran,
Wally Mayer, John Stansbury, Jack Coffey, Frank Truesdale, Walter Barbare, Hack Miller, Heinie Wagner,
Eusebio Gonzalez, Red Bluhm, Carl Mays, Bullet Joe Bush, Sam Jones, Dutch Leonard, Lore Bader, Jean Dubuc,
Walt Kinney, Dick McCabe, Vince Molyneaux, Bill Pertica, and Weldon Wyckoff.
• The 1918 Chicago Cubs team included Bill Killefer, Fred Merkle, Rollie Zeider, Charlie Deal Charlie Hollocher,
Les Mann, Max Flack, Dode Paskert, Turner Barber, Bob O'Farrell, Pete Kilduff, Charlie Pick, Bill McCabe,
Chuck Wortman, Rowdy Elliott, Tom Daly, Fred Lear, Tommy Clarke, Lefty Tyler, Hippo Vaughn, Claude
Hendrix, Phil Douglas, Paul Carter, Speed Martin, Roy Walker, Pete Alexander, Harry Weaver, Vic Aldridge,
and Buddy Napier.
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Composite box
1918 World Series (4–2): Boston Red Sox (A.L.) over Chicago Cubs (N.L.)

Team

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

R

H

E

Boston Red Sox

0

0

2

5

0

0

0

1

1

9

32

1

Chicago Cubs

0

3

1

1

1

0

0

4

0

10 37

5

Total attendance: 128,483 Average attendance: 21,414
[7]

Winning player’s share: $1,103 Losing player’s share: $671

Allegations of a Series fix and game tampering
As with the 1917 World Series, there were concerns about whether the Series was being played honestly, a rumor
revived in 2005 1918 Series questioned [8] and explored in further depth in the 2009 book, The Original Curse, by
Sean Deveney, McGraw Hill Publishing. The Cubs' roster contained some players who were later suspected of being
"crooked". Pitcher Phil Douglas would be accused of conspiring to fix a regular-season game in 1922 and was
suspended for life. Pitcher Claude Hendrix, who saw little playing time in the 1918 Series, was suspected of fixing a
game in 1920, but he retired after that season and was never officially suspended.
But there was no solid evidence that the 1918 Series itself was "fixed", and with the war dominating the news,
nothing came of the rumors. It would be another season before baseball's relationship with gambling would erupt in a
major scandal. Star pitcher Pete Alexander of the Cubs saw almost no action in the 1918 regular season due to
military service, and did not pitch in the Series. This left the Cubs pitching corps thin compared to the strong Red
Sox staff, which included Babe Ruth and Carl Mays. Hippo Vaughn was the strongest Cubs pitcher, having won the
pitching triple crown in 1918, but he would have the misfortune of facing the best arms the Red Sox had, and would
lose two of the four Cubs losses.
In 2011, a document was uncovered by the Chicago History Museum citing the court testimony of Eddie Cicotte
during the investigation of the Black Sox Scandal that resulted a year after the 1918 World Series. In the record,
Cicotte makes vague references and allegations that the Cubs purposely lost the World Series to the Red Sox. Cicotte
justified the fixing of games due to players of the Red Sox and Cubs not getting enough of the gate receipts from the
owners of both teams. [9]

Notes
[1] "1918 World Series Game 1 - Boston Red Sox vs. Chicago Cubs" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1918/ B09050CHN1918. htm).
Retrosheet. .
[2] "1918 World Series Game 2 - Boston Red Sox vs. Chicago Cubs" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1918/ B09060CHN1918. htm).
Retrosheet. .
[3] "1918 World Series Game 3 - Boston Red Sox vs. Chicago Cubs" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1918/ B09070CHN1918. htm).
Retrosheet. .
[4] "1918 World Series Game 4 - Chicago Cubs vs. Boston Red Sox" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1918/ B09090BOS1918. htm).
Retrosheet. .
[5] "1918 World Series Game 5 - Chicago Cubs vs. Boston Red Sox" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1918/ B09100BOS1918. htm).
Retrosheet. .
[6] "1918 World Series Game 6 - Chicago Cubs vs. Boston Red Sox" (http:/ / www. retrosheet. org/ boxesetc/ 1918/ B09110BOS1918. htm).
Retrosheet. .
[7] "World Series Gate Receipts and Player Shares" (http:/ / www. baseball-almanac. com/ ws/ wsshares. shtml). Baseball Almanac. .
[8] http:/ / www. usatoday. com/ sports/ baseball/ 2005-06-09-sox-cubs-1918_x. htm#rigged
[9] Cubs threw 1918 World Series? (http:/ / sports. espn. go. com/ chicago/ mlb/ news/ story?id=6396358)
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