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Charles Fort

Charles Fort in 1920.
Born

Charles Hoy Fort
August 6, 1874
Albany, New York, United States

Died

May 3, 1932 (aged 57)
The Bronx, New York, United States

Occupation Researcher

Charles Hoy Fort (August 6, 1874 – May 3, 1932) was an American writer and researcher into anomalous
phenomena. Today, the terms Fortean and Forteana are used to characterize various such phenomena. Fort's books
sold well and are still in print today.

Biography
Charles Hoy Fort was born in 1874 in Albany, New York, of Dutch ancestry. He had two younger brothers, Clarence
and Raymond. His grocer father was something of an authoritarian: Many Parts, Fort's unpublished autobiography,
relates several instances of harsh treatment – including physical abuse – by his father. Some observers (such as
Fort's biographer Damon Knight) have suggested that Fort's distrust of authority has its roots in his father's treatment.
In any case, Fort developed a strong sense of independence in his youth.
As a young man, Fort was a budding naturalist, collecting sea shells, minerals, and birds. Described as curious and
intelligent, the young Fort did not excel at school, though he was considered quite a wit and full of knowledge about
the world – yet this was a world he only knew through books.
So, at the age of 18, Fort left New York on a world tour to "put some capital in the bank of experience". He travelled
through the western United States, Scotland, and England, until falling ill in Southern Africa. Returning home, he
was nursed by Anna Filing, a girl he had known from his childhood. They were later married on October 26, 1896.
Anna was four years older than Charles and was non-literary, a lover of films and of parakeets. She later moved with
her husband to London for two years where they would go to the cinema when Charles wasn't busy with his research.
His success as a short story writer was intermittent between periods of terrible poverty and depression.
In 1916, an inheritance from an uncle gave Fort enough money to quit his various day jobs and to write full time. In
1917, Fort's brother Clarence died; his portion of the same inheritance was divided between Charles and Raymond.
Fort wrote ten novels, although only one, The Outcast Manufacturers (1909), was published. Reviews were mostly
positive, but the tenement tale was commercially unsuccessful. In 1915, Fort began to write two books, titled X and
Y, the first dealing with the idea that beings on Mars were controlling events on Earth, and the second with the
postulation of a sinister civilization extant at the South Pole. These books caught the attention of writer Theodore
Dreiser, who attempted to get them published, but to no avail. Disheartened by this failure, Fort burnt the
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manuscripts, but was soon renewed to begin work on the book that would change the course of his life, The Book of
the Damned (1919) which Dreiser helped to get into print. The title referred to "damned" data that Fort collected,
phenomena for which science could not account and was thus rejected or ignored.
Fort's experience as a journalist, coupled with high wit egged on by a contrarian nature, prepared him for his real-life
work, needling the pretensions of scientific positivism and the tendency of journalists and editors of newspapers and
scientific journals to rationalise the scientifically incorrect.
Fort and Anna lived in London from 1924 to 1926, having moved there so Charles could peruse the files of the
British Museum. Although born in Albany, Fort lived most of his life in the Bronx, one of New York City's five
boroughs. He was, like his wife, fond of films, and would often take her from their Ryer Avenue apartment to the
nearby movie theater, and would always stop at the adjacent newsstand for an armful of various newspapers. Fort
frequented the parks near the Bronx where he would sift through piles of his clippings. He would often ride the
subway down to the main New York Public Library on Fifth Avenue where he would spend many hours reading
scientific journals along with newspapers and periodicals from around the world. Fort also had a small circle of
literary friends and they would gather on occasion at various apartments, including his own, to drink and talk which
was tolerated by Anna. Theodore Dreiser would lure him out to meetings with phony telegrams and notes and the
resultant evening would be full of good food, conversation and hilarity. Charles Fort's wit was always in evidence,
especially in his writing.
His books earned mostly positive reviews, and were popular enough to go through several printings, including an
omnibus edition in 1941.
Suffering from poor health and failing eyesight, Fort was pleasantly surprised to find himself the subject of a cult
following. There was talk of the formation of a formal organization to study the type of odd events related in his
books. Clark writes, "Fort himself, who did nothing to encourage any of this, found the idea hilarious. Yet he
faithfully corresponded with his readers, some of whom had taken to investigating reports of anomalous phenomena
and sending their findings to Fort" (Clark 1998, 235).
Fort distrusted doctors and did not seek medical help for his worsening health. Rather, he focused his energies
towards completing Wild Talents. After he collapsed on May 3, 1932, Fort was rushed to Royal Hospital in The
Bronx. Later that same day, Fort's publisher visited him to show the advance copies of Wild Talents. Fort died only
hours afterward, probably of leukemia.[1]
He was interred in the Fort family plot in Albany, New York. His more than 60,000 notes were donated to the New
York Public Library.

Fort and the unexplained
Overview
Fort's relationship with the study of anomalous phenomena is frequently misunderstood and misrepresented. For over
thirty years, Charles Fort sat in the libraries of New York and London, assiduously reading scientific journals,
newspapers, and magazines, collecting notes on phenomena that lay outside the accepted theories and beliefs of the
time.
Fort took thousands of notes in his lifetime. In his short story "The Giant, the Insect and The Philanthropic-looking
Old Gentleman," published many years later for the first time by the International Fortean Organization in issue #70
of the "INFO Journal: Science and the Unknown", Fort spoke of sitting on a park bench at The Cloisters in New
York City and tossing some 60,000 notes, not all of his collection by any means, into the wind. This short story is
significant because Fort uses his own data collection technique to solve a mystery. He marveled that seemingly
unrelated bits of information were, in fact, related. Fort wryly concludes that he went back to collecting data and
taking even more notes. The notes were kept on cards and scraps of paper in shoeboxes, in a cramped shorthand of
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Fort's own invention, and some of them survive today in the collections of the University of Pennsylvania. More than
once, depressed and discouraged, Fort destroyed his work, but always began anew. Some of the notes were
published, little by little, by the Fortean Society magazine "Doubt" and, upon the death of its editor Tiffany Thayer
in 1959, most were donated to the New York Public Library where they are still available to researchers of the
unknown.
From this research, Fort wrote four books. These are The Book of the Damned (1919), New Lands (1923), Lo! (1931)
and Wild Talents (1932); one book was written between New Lands and Lo! but it was abandoned and absorbed into
Lo!.

Fort's writing style
Understanding Fort's books takes time and effort: his style is complex, violent and poetic, profound and occasionally
puzzling. Ideas are abandoned and then recalled a few pages on; examples and data are offered, compared and
contrasted, conclusions made and broken, as Fort holds up the unorthodox to the scrutiny of the orthodoxy that
continually fails to account for them. Pressing on his attacks, Fort shows what he sees as the ridiculousness of the
conventional explanations and then interjects with his own theories.
Fort suggests that there is, for example, a Super-Sargasso Sea into which all lost things go, and justifies his theories
by noting that they fit the data as well as the conventional explanations. As to whether Fort believes this theory, or
any of his other proposals, he gives us the answer: "I believe nothing of my own that I have ever written." Writer
Colin Wilson suspects that Fort took few if any of his "explanations" seriously, and notes that Fort made "no attempt
to present a coherent argument". (Wilson, 200) Moreover, Wilson opines that Fort's writing style is "atrocious"
(Wilson, 199) and "almost unreadable" (Wilson, 200). Wilson also compares Fort to Robert Ripley, a contemporary
writer who found major success hunting oddities, and speculates that Fort's idiosyncratic prose might have kept him
from greater popular success.
Jerome Clark writes that Fort was "essentially a satirist hugely skeptical of human beings' – especially scientists' –
claims to ultimate knowledge".[2] Clark describes Fort's writing style as a "distinctive blend of mocking humor,
penetrating insight, and calculated outrageousness".[3]
Wilson describes Fort as "a patron of cranks"[4] and also argues that running through Fort's work is "the feeling that
no matter how honest scientists think they are, they are still influenced by various unconscious assumptions that
prevent them from attaining true objectivity. Expressed in a sentence, Fort's principle goes something like this:
People with a psychological need to believe in marvels are no more prejudiced and gullible than people with a
psychological need not to believe in marvels."[5]

Fortean phenomena
Despite his objections to Fort's writing style, Wilson allows that "the facts are certainly astonishing enough"
(Wilson, 200). Examples of the odd phenomena in Fort's books include many of what are variously referred to as
occult, supernatural, and paranormal. Reported events include teleportation (a term Fort is generally credited with
coining);[6][7] poltergeist events; falls of frogs, fishes, inorganic materials of an amazing range; unaccountable noises
and explosions; spontaneous fires; levitation; ball lightning (a term explicitly used by Fort); unidentified flying
objects; unexplained disappearances; giant wheels of light in the oceans; and animals found outside their normal
ranges (see phantom cat). He offered many reports of out-of-place artifacts (OOPArts), strange items found in
unlikely locations. He also is perhaps the first person to explain strange human appearances and disappearances by
the hypothesis of alien abduction and was an early proponent of the extraterrestrial hypothesis, specifically
suggesting that strange lights or object sighted in the skies might be alien spacecraft. Fort also wrote about the
interconnectedness of nature and synchronicity. His books seem to center around the idea that everything is
connected and that strange coincidences happen for a reason.
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Many of these phenomena are now collectively and conveniently referred to as Fortean phenomena (or Forteana),
whilst others have developed into their own schools of thought: for example, reports of UFOs in ufology and
unconfirmed animals (cryptids) in cryptozoology. These new disciplines per se are generally not recognized by most
scientists or academics however.

Forteana and mainstream science
Frequently in his writing, Fort posits a few basic points that were decades ahead of mainstream scientific acceptance,
and that are frequently omitted in discussions of the history and philosophy of science:
• Fort often notes that the boundaries between science and pseudoscience are "fuzzy": the boundary lines are not
very well defined, and they might change over time.
• Fort also points out that whereas facts are objective, how facts are interpreted depends on who is doing the
interpreting and in what context.
• Fort insisted that there is a strong sociological influence on what is considered "acceptable" or "damned" (see
strong program in the sociology of scientific knowledge).
• Though he never used the term "magical thinking", Fort offered many arguments and observations that are similar
to the concept: he argued that most, if not all, people (including scientists) are at least occasionally guilty of
irrational and "non scientific" thinking.
• Fort points out the problem of underdetermination: that the same data can sometimes be explained by more than
one theory.
• Similarly, writer John Michell notes that "Fort gave several humorous instances of the same experiment yielding
two different results, each one gratifying the experimenter."[8] Fort noted that if controlled experiments – a pillar
of the scientific method – could produce such widely varying results depending on who conducted them, then the
scientific method itself might be open to doubt, or at least to a degree of scrutiny rarely brought to bear. Since
Fort's death, scientists have recognized the "experimenter effect", the tendency for experiments to tend to validate
given preconceptions. Robert Rosenthal has conducted pioneering research on this and related subjects.
There are many phenomena in Fort's works which have now been partially or entirely "recuperated" by mainstream
science: ball lightning, for example, was largely rejected as impossible by the scientific consensus of Fort's day, but
is now receiving new attention within science. However, many of Fort's ideas remain on the very borderlines of
"mainstream science", or beyond, in the fields of paranormalism and the bizarre. This is unsurprising, as Fort
resolutely refused to abandon the territory beyond "acceptable" science. Nonetheless, later research has demonstrated
that Fort's claims are at least as reliable as his sources. In the 1960s, American writer William R. Corliss began his
own documentation of scientific anomalies. Partly inspired by Fort, Corliss checked some of Fort's sources and
concluded that Fort's research was "accurate, but rather narrow"; there were many anomalies which Fort did not
include in his books.[9]
Many consider it odd that Fort, a man so skeptical and so willing to question the pronouncements of the scientific
mainstream, would be so eager to take old stories – for example, stories about rains of fish falling from the sky – at
face value. It is debatable whether Fort did in fact accept evidence at face value: many instances in his books, Fort
notes that he regarded certain data and assertions as unlikely, and he additionally remarked, "I offer the data. Suit
yourself." In Fort's books, it is often difficult to determine if he took his proposals and "theories" seriously, but he
did seem to hold a genuine belief in the presence of extraterrestrial visitations to the Earth.
The theories and conclusions Fort presented often came from what he called "the orthodox conventionality of
Science". On nearly every page, Fort's works have reports of odd events which were originally printed in respected
mainstream newspapers or scientific journals such as Scientific American, The Times, Nature and Science. Time and
again, Fort noted, that while some phenomena related in these and other sources were enthusiastically accepted and
promoted by scientists, just as often, inexplicable or unusual reports were ignored, or were effectively swept under
the rug. And repeatedly, Fort reclaimed such data from under the rug, and brought them out, as he wrote, "for an
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airing". So long as any evidence is ignored – however bizarre or unlikely the evidence might seem – Fort insisted
that scientists' claims to thoroughness and objectivity were questionable.
It did not matter to Fort whether his data and theories were accurate: his point was that alternative conclusions and
world views can be made from the same data "orthodox" conclusions are made from, and that the conventional
explanations of science are only one of a range of explanations, none necessarily more justified than another. In this
respect, he was far ahead of his time. In The Book of the Damned he showed the influence of social values and what
would now be called a "paradigm" on what scientists consider to be "true". This prefigured work by Thomas Kuhn
decades later. The work of Paul Feyerabend could also be likened to Fort's.
Another of Fort's great contributions is questioning the often frequent dogmatism of mainstream science. Although
many of the phenomena which science rejected in his day have since been proven to be objective phenomena, and
although Fort was prescient in his collection and preservation of these data despite the scorn they often received
from his contemporaries, Fort was more of a parodist and a philosopher than a scientist. He thought that far too
often, scientists took themselves far too seriously, and were prone to arrogance and dogmatism. Fort used humor
both for its own sake, and to point out what he regarded as the foibles of science and scientists.
Nonetheless, Fort is considered by many as the father of modern paranormalism, not only because of his interest in
strange phenomena, but because of his "modern" attitude towards religion, 19th-century Spiritualism, and scientific
dogma.

Darwin and evolution
Regarding Darwin and evolution, Charles Fort wrote:
"Darwin & Evolution In mere impressionism we take our stand. We have no positive tests nor standards. Realism in
art: realism in science – they pass away. In 1859, the thing to do was to accept Darwinism; now many biologists are
revolting and trying to conceive of something else. The thing to do was to accept it in its day, but Darwinism of
course was never proved: The fittest survive. What is meant by the fittest? Not the strongest; not the cleverest –
Weakness and stupidity everywhere survive. There is no way of determining fitness except in that a thing does
survive. "Fitness," then, is only another name for "survival." Darwinism: That survivors survive." (Damned, pp.
23-24)

The Forteans
Fort's work has inspired very many to consider themselves as Forteans. The first of these was the screenwriter Ben
Hecht, who in a review of The Book of the Damned declared "I am the first disciple of Charles Fort… henceforth, I
am a Fortean". Among Fort's other notable fans were John Cowper Powys, Sherwood Anderson, Clarence Darrow,
and Booth Tarkington, who wrote the foreword to New Lands.
Precisely what is encompassed by "Fortean" is a matter of great debate; the term is widely applied from every
position from Fortean purists dedicated to Fort's methods and interests, to those with open and active acceptance of
the actuality of paranormal phenomena, a position with which Fort may not have agreed. Most generally, Forteans
have a wide interest in unexplained phenomena in wide-ranging fields, mostly concerned with the natural world, and
have a developed "agnostic scepticism" regarding the anomalies they note and discuss. For Mr. Hecht as an example,
being a Fortean meant hallowing a pronounced distrust of authority in all its forms, whether religious, scientific,
political, philosophical or otherwise. It did not, of course, include an actual belief in the anomalous data enumerated
in Fort's works.
In Chapter 1 of Book of the Damned, Charles Fort states that the ideal is to be neither a "True Believer" nor a total
"Skeptic" but "that the truth lies somewhere in between".
The Fortean Society was founded at the Savoy-Plaza Hotel in New York City on 26 January 1931 by his friends,
many of whom were significant writers such as Theodore Dreiser, Ben Hecht, Alexander Woolcott, and led by
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fellow American writer Tiffany Thayer, half in earnest and half in the spirit of great good humor, like the works of
Fort himself. The board of Founders included Dreiser, Hecht, Booth Tarkington, Aaron Sussman, John Cowper
Powys, the former editor of "Puck" Harry Leon Wilson, Woolcott and J. David Stern, publisher of the Philadelphia
Record. Active members of the Fortean Society included journalist H.L. Mencken and prominent science fiction
writers such as Eric Frank Russell and Damon Knight. Fort, however, rejected the Society and refused the
presidency which went to his close friend writer Theodore Dreiser; he was lured to its inaugural meeting by false
telegrams. As a strict non-authoritarian, Fort refused to establish himself as an authority, and further objected on the
grounds that those who would be attracted by such a grouping would be spiritualists, zealots, and those opposed to a
science that rejected them; it would attract those who believed in their chosen phenomena: an attitude exactly
contrary to Forteanism. Fort did hold unofficial meetings and had a long history of getting together informally with
many of NYC's literati such as Theodore Dreiser and Ben Hecht at their various apartments where they would talk,
have a meal and then listen to short reports. Reports of these meetings mention lively discussions accompanied by
great good humor and quantities of wine. Fort was not a joiner of established groups and, perhaps, it is ironic that
many such Fortean groups have been established.
Most notable of these are the magazine, Fortean Times (first published in November 1973), which is a proponent of
Fortean journalism, combining humour, scepticism, and serious research into subjects which scientists and other
respectable authorities often disdain and the International Fortean Organization (INFO). INFO was formed in the
early 1960s (incorporated in 1965) by brothers, the writers Ron and Paul Willis, who acquired much of the material
of the original Fortean Society which had begun in 1932 in the spirit of Charles Fort but which had grown silent by
1959 with the death of Tiffany Thayer. INFO publishes the "INFO Journal: Science and the Unknown" and
organizes the FortFest, the world's first, and continuously running, conference on anomalous phenomena dedicated
to the spirit of Charles Fort. INFO, since the mid-1960s, also provides audio CDs and filmed DVDs of notable
conference speakers (Colin Wilson, John Michell, Graham Hancock, John Anthony West, William Corliss, John
Keel, Joscelyn Godwin among many others). Other Fortean societies are also active, notably the Edinburgh Fortean
Society in Edinburgh and the Isle of Wight.
More than a few modern authors of fiction and non-fiction who have written about the influence of Fort are sincere
followers of Fort. One of the most notable is British philosopher John Michell who wrote the Introduction to Lo!
published by John Brown in 1996. Michell says "Fort, of course, made no attempt at defining a world-view, but the
evidence he uncovered gave him an 'acceptance' of reality as something far more magical and subtly organized than
is considered proper today." Stephen King also uses the works of Charles Fort to illuminate his main characters,
notably "It" and "Firestarter". In "Firestarter", the parents of a pyrokinetically gifted child are advised to read Fort's
Wild Talents rather than the works of baby doctor Benjamin Spock. Loren Coleman is a well-known cryptozoologist,
author of "The Unidentified" (1975) dedicated to Charles Fort, and "Mysterious America," which Fortean Times
called a Fortean classic. Indeed, Coleman calls himself the first Vietnam era C.O. to base his pacificist ideas on
Fortean thoughts. Jerome Clark has described himself as a "sceptical Fortean".[10] Mike Dash is another capable
Fortean, bringing his historian's training to bear on all manner of odd reports, while being careful to avoid
uncritically accepting any orthodoxy, be it that of fringe devotees or mainstream science. Science-fiction writers of
note including Philip K. Dick, Robert Heinlein, and Robert Anton Wilson were also fans of the work of Charles Fort.
Fort's work, of compilation and commentary on anomalous phenomena reported in scientific journals and press, has
been carried on very creditably by William R. Corliss, whose self-published books and notes bring Fort's collections
up to date with a Fortean combination of humor, seriousness and open-mindedness. Mr. Corliss' notes rival those of
Fort in volume, while being significantly less cryptic and abbreviated.
Ivan T. Sanderson, Scottish naturalist and writer, was a devotee of Fort's work, and referenced it heavily in several of
his own books on unexplained phenomena, notably Things (1967), and More Things (1969).
Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier's The Morning of the Magicians was also heavily influenced by Fort's work and
mentions it often.
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The noted UK paranormalist, Fortean and ordained priest Lionel Fanthorpe presented the Fortean TV series on
Channel 4.
P.T. Anderson's popular movie Magnolia (1999) has an underlying theme of unexplained events, taken from the
1920s and '30s works of Charles Fort. Fortean author Loren Coleman has written a chapter about this motion picture,
entitled "The Teleporting Animals and Magnolia," in one of his recent books. The film has many hidden Fortean
themes, notably "falling frogs". In one scene, one of Fort's books is visible on a table in a library and there is an end
credit thanking him by name.[11]

Quotations
• "Now there are so many scientists who believe in dowsing, that the suspicion comes to me that it may be only a
myth after all."
• "One measures a circle, beginning anywhere."
• "My own notion is that it is very unsportsmanlike to ever mention fraud. Accept anything. Then explain it your
way."
• "But my liveliest interest is not so much in things, as in relations of things. I have spent much time thinking about
the alleged pseudo-relations that are called coincidences. What if some of them should not be coincidence?"
• "If any spiritualistic medium can do stunts, there is no more need for special conditions than there is for a chemist
to turn down lights, start operations with a hymn, and ask whether there's any chemical present that has affinity
with something named Hydrogen."
• "The Earth is a farm. We are someone else's property."
• "Do you want power over something? Be more nearly real than it."
• "I conceive of nothing, in religion, science or philosophy, that is more than the proper thing to wear, for a while."
A quotation often attributed to Fort is "If there is a universal mind, must it be sane?" This quote is from Damon
Knight's 1970 biography, Charles Fort : Prophet of the Unexplained.

Partial bibliography
All of Fort's works are available on-line (see External links section below).
• The Book of the Damned: The Collected Works of Charles Fort, Tarcher, New York, 2008, paperback, ISBN
978-1-58542-641-6 (with introduction by Jim Steinmeyer)
• The Outcast Manufacturers (novel), 1906
• Many Parts (autobiography, unpublished)
• The Book of the Damned, Prometheus Books, 1999, paperback, 310 pages, ISBN 1-57392-683-3, first published
in 1919.
• New Lands, Ace Books, 1941 and later editions, mass market paperback, first published in 1923. ISBN
0-7221-3627-7
• Lo!, Ace Books, 1941 and later printings, mass market paperback, first published in 1931. ISBN 1-870870-89-1
• Wild Talents, Ace Books, 1932 and later printings, mass market paperback, first published in 1932. ISBN
1-870870-29-8
• Complete Books of Charles Fort, Dover Publications, New York, 1998, hardcover, ISBN 0-486-23094-5 (with
introduction by Damon Knight)
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Footnotes
[1] "Charles Fort: His Life and Times" (http:/ / www. forteana. org/ html/ fortbiog. html) by Bob Rickard; 1995, revised 1997; URL accessed
March 09, 2007
[2] Clark, Jerome: "The Extraterrestrial Hypothesis in the Early UFO Age" in UFOs and Abductions: Challenging the Borders of Knowledge,
edited David M. Jacobs, University Press of Kansas: 2000 (ISBN 0-7006-1032-4), p.123. See Pyrrhonism for a similar type of skepticism.
[3] Clark, Jerome: The UFO Book, Visible Ink: 1998, p.200.
[4] Wilson, Colin, Mysteries, Putnam (ISBN 0-399-12246-X), p.199.
[5] Wilson, Colin: ibid., p.201 (emphases not added).
[6] "Mostly in this book I shall specialize upon indications that there exists a transportory force that I shall call Teleportation." in Fort. C. Lo! at
Sacred Texts.com), retrieved 4 January 2009) (http:/ / www. sacred-texts. com/ fort/ lo/ lo02. htm)
[7] "less well-known is the fact that Charles Fort coined the word in 1931" in Rickard, B. and Michell, J. Unexplained Phenomena: a Rough
Guide special (Rough Guides, 2000 (ISBN 1-85828-589-5), p.3)
[8] Common Ground (http:/ / www. commonground. ca/ iss/ 0410159/ cg159_geoffUniv. shtml).
[9] Scientific Exploration (http:/ / www. scientificexploration. org/ jse/ articles/ pdf/ 16. 3_corliss. pdf).
[10] Confessions (http:/ / www. magonia. demon. co. uk/ arc/ 80/ confessions. htm).
[11] Coleman, Loren (2007). "Mysterious America: The Ultimate Guide to the Nation's Weirdest Wonders, Strangest Spots, and Creepiest
Creatures". Simon & Schuster.
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[12] Pauwels, Louis, The Morning of the Magicians (Stein & Day, 1964), p. 91 et seq. Reprinted by Destiny in 2008, ISBN 1-59477-231-2.
[13] http:/ / www. discord. org/ ~lippard/ CharlesFort. html
[14] http:/ / www. bestsf. net/ will-ludwigsen-we-were-wonder-scouts-asimovs-august-2011

External links
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Fortean Organization (http://www.forteans.com)
The Charles Fort Institute (http://www.forteana.org/index.html)
TopFoto - Representing The Fortean Picture Library (http://www.topfoto.co.uk/)
The Sourcebook Project homepage (http://www.science-frontiers.com/sourcebk.htm)
The Skeptic's Dictionary: Charles Fort (http://www.skepdic.com/fortean.html)
A Wild Talent: Charles Hoy Fort (http://www.dur.ac.uk/i.j.kidd/fort.htm), Ian James Kidd's pages on Fort.
Charles Fort's House at 39A Marchmont Street, London (http://www.blather.net/shitegeist/2005/12/
charles_forts_house_in_london.htm)
• Edinburgh Fortean Society (http://www.edinburghforteansociety.org.uk/)
• Forteana: The Fortean Wiki (http://fortean.wikidot.com/)
• Google Earth Anomalies (http://www.googleearthanomalies.com)- Satellite imagery of documented, scientific
anomaly sites including mound sites and unexplained circular features via Google Earth.
The following online editions of Fort's work, edited and annotated by a Fortean named "Mr. X", are at "Mr. X"'s site
Resologist.net (http://www.resologist.net/):
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book of the Damned (http://www.resologist.net/damnei.htm)
New Lands (http://www.resologist.net/landsei.htm)
Lo! (http://www.resologist.net/loei.htm)
Wild Talents (http://www.resologist.net/talentei.htm)
Many Parts (http://www.resologist.net/parte01.htm) (surviving fragments)
The Outcast Manufacturers (http://www.resologist.net/ocmei.htm)
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Immanuel Velikovsky at the 1974 American Association for the Advancement of Science Conference in San Francisco
Born

June 10, 1895
Vitebsk, Russian Empire (in present-day Belarus)

Died

November 17, 1979 (aged 84)
Princeton, New Jersey

Immanuel Velikovsky (Russian: Иммануи́л Велико́вский) (10 June [O.S. 29 May] 1895 – 17 November 1979) was a
Russian-Jewish psychiatrist and independent scholar, best known as the author of a number of controversial books
reinterpreting the events of ancient history, in particular the US bestseller Worlds in Collision, published in 1950.[1]
Earlier, he played a role in the founding of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Israel, and was a respected
psychiatrist and psychoanalyst.
His books use comparative mythology and ancient literary sources (including the Old Testament) to argue that Earth
has suffered catastrophic close-contacts with other planets (principally Venus and Mars) in ancient times. In
positioning Velikovsky among catastrophists including Hans Bellamy, Ignatius Donnelly, and Johann Gottlieb
Radlof,[2] the British astronomers Victor Clube and Bill Napier noted "... Velikovsky is not so much the first of the
new catastrophists ...; he is the last in a line of traditional catastrophists going back to mediaeval times and probably
earlier."[3] Velikovsky argued that electromagnetic effects play an important role in celestial mechanics. He also
proposed a revised chronology for ancient Egypt, Greece, Israel and other cultures of the ancient Near East. The
revised chronology aimed at explaining the so-called "dark age" of the eastern Mediterranean (ca. 1100 – 750 BCE)
and reconciling biblical history with mainstream archaeology and Egyptian chronology.
In general, Velikovsky's theories have been ignored or vigorously rejected by the academic community.[4]
Nonetheless, his books often sold well and gained an enthusiastic support in lay circles, often fuelled by claims of
unfair treatment for Velikovsky by orthodox academia.[5][6][7][8] The controversy surrounding his work and its
reception is often referred to as "the Velikovsky affair".[9][10][11]

Immanuel Velikovsky

Velikovsky's life
Childhood and education
Immanuel Velikovsky was born in 1895 to a prosperous Jewish family in Vitebsk, Russia (now in Belarus). The son
of Shimon (Simon Yehiel) Velikovsky (1859–1937) and Beila Grodensky, he learned several languages as a child
and was sent away to study at the Medvednikov Gymnasium in Moscow, where he performed well in Russian and
mathematics. He graduated with a gold medal in 1913. Velikovsky then traveled in Europe and visited Palestine
before briefly studying medicine at Montpellier in France and taking premedical courses at the University of
Edinburgh. He returned to Russia before the outbreak of World War I, enrolled in the University of Moscow, and
received a medical degree in 1921.

Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Upon taking his medical degree, Velikovsky left Russia for Berlin. There, with the financial support of his father,
Velikovsky edited and published two volumes of scientific papers translated into Hebrew. The volumes were titled
Scripta Universitatis Atque Bibliothecae Hierosolymitanarum ("Writings of the Jerusalem University & Library").
He enlisted Albert Einstein to prepare the volume dealing with mathematics and physics. This project was a
cornerstone in the formation of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, as the fledgling university was able to donate
copies of the Scripta to the libraries of other academic institutions in exchange for complimentary copies of
publications from those institutions.
In 1923, Velikovsky married Elisheva Kramer, a young violinist.

Velikovsky's career as a psychiatrist
Velikovsky lived in what was then the British Mandate of Palestine from 1924 to 1939, practising general practice,
psychiatry) and psychoanalysis (which he had studied under Sigmund Freud's pupil Wilhelm Stekel in Vienna).
During this time, he had about a dozen papers published in medical and psychoanalytic journals, including a 1930
paper which was the first to suggest that epilepsy is characterised by abnormal encephalograms,[12] knowledge
which would become the cornerstone of diagnostic testing for epilepsy. He was also published in Freud's Imago,
including a precocious analysis of Freud's own dreams.[13]

Emigration to the USA and a career as an author
In 1939, with the prospect of war looming, Velikovsky travelled with his family to New York, intending to spend a
sabbatical year researching for his book Oedipus and Akhenaton. The book was inspired by Freud's Moses and
Monotheism and explored the possibility that Pharaoh Akhenaton was the legendary Oedipus. Freud had argued that
Akhenaton, the supposedly monotheistic Egyptian pharaoh, was the source of the religious principles that Moses
taught to the people of Israel in the desert. Freud's claim (and that of others before him) was based in part on the
resemblance of Psalm 104 in the Bible to an Egyptian hymn discovered on the wall of the Tomb of Akhenaton's
general, Ai, in Akhenaton's city of Akhetaten. To disprove Freud's claim and to prove the Exodus as such,
Velikovsky sought evidence for the Exodus in Egyptian documents. One such document was the Ipuwer Papyrus,
which he felt reported events similar to several of the Biblical plagues. Since conventional Egyptology dated the
Ipuwer Papyrus much earlier than either the Biblical date for the Exodus (ca. 1500—1450 BCE) or the Exodus date
accepted by many of those who accepted the conventional chronology of Egypt (ca. 1250 BCE), Velikovsky had to
revise or correct the conventional chronology.
Within weeks of his arrival in the United States, World War II began. Launching on a tangent from his original book
project, Velikovsky began to develop the radical catastrophist cosmology and revised chronology theories for which
he would become notorious. For the remainder of the Second World War, now as a permanent resident of New York
City, he continued to research and write about his ideas, searching for a means to disseminate them to academia and
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the public. He privately published two small Scripta Academica pamphlets summarising his theories in 1945 (Theses
for the Reconstruction of Ancient History and Cosmos Without Gravitation). He mailed copies of the latter to
academic libraries and scientists, including Harvard astronomer Harlow Shapley in 1947.
In 1950, after eight publishing houses rejected the Worlds in Collision manuscript,[14] it was finally published by
Macmillan, who had a large presence in the academic textbook market. Even before its appearance, the book was
enveloped by furious controversy, when Harper's Magazine published a highly positive feature on it, as did Reader's
Digest, with what would today be called a creationist slant. This came to the attention of Shapley, who opposed the
publication of the work, having been made familiar with Velikovsky's claims through the pamphlet Velikovsky had
given him. Shapley threatened to organise a textbook boycott of Macmillan for its publication of Worlds in Collision,
and within two months the book was transferred to Doubleday. It was by then a bestseller in the United States. In
1952, Doubleday published the first instalment in Velikovsky's revised chronology, Ages in Chaos, followed by the
Earth in Upheaval (a geological volume) in 1955. In November 1952, Velikovsky moved from Manhattan to
Princeton, New Jersey.
For most of the 1950s and early 1960s, Velikovsky was persona non grata on college and university campuses.
After this period, he began to receive more requests to speak. He lectured, frequently to record crowds, at
universities across North America. In 1972, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation aired a one-hour television
special featuring Velikovsky and his work, and this was followed by a thirty-minute documentary by the BBC in
1973.
During the remainder of the 1970s, Velikovsky devoted a great deal of his time and energy to rebutting his critics in
academia, and he continued to tour North America and Europe to deliver lectures on his ideas. By that time, an
elderly Velikovsky suffered from diabetes and intermittent depression, which his daughter said may have been
exacerbated by the academic establishment's continuing rejection of his work.[15]

Posthumous administration of Velikovsky's literary estate
For many years, Velikovsky's estate was controlled by his two daughters, Shulamit Velikovsky Kogan (b. 1925), and
Ruth Ruhama Velikovsky Sharon (b. 1926),[16] who generally resisted the publication of any further material.
(Exceptions include the biography ABA — the Glory and the Torment: The Life of Dr. Immanuel Velikovsky, issued
in 1995 and greeted with rather dubious reviews;[17][18][19] and a Hebrew translation of another Ages in Chaos
volume, The Dark Age of Greece, that was published in Israel.) A volume of Velikovsky's discussions and
correspondence with Albert Einstein appeared in Hebrew in Israel, translated and edited by his daughter Shulamit
Velikovsky Kogan. In the late 1990s, a large portion of Velikovsky's unpublished book manuscripts, essays and
correspondence became available at the Velikovsky Archive website.[20] In 2005, Velikovsky's daughter Ruth
Sharon presented his entire archive to Princeton University Library.[21]

Velikovsky's ideas
Notwithstanding Velikovsky's dozen or so publications in medical and psychoanalytic journals in the 1920s and
1930s,[22] the work for which he became well known was developed by him during the early 1940s, whilst living in
New York. He summarised his core ideas in an affidavit in November 1942,[23] and in two privately published
Scripta Academica pamphlets entitled Theses for the Reconstruction of Ancient History (1945) and Cosmos without
Gravitation (1946).[24]
Rather than have his ideas dismissed wholesale because of potential flaws in any one area, Velikovsky then chose to
publish them as a series of book volumes, aimed at a lay audience, dealing separately with his proposals on ancient
history, and with areas more relevant to the physical sciences. Velikovsky was a passionate Zionist,[25][26] and this
did steer the focus of his work, although its scope was considerably more far-reaching than this. The entire body of
work could be said to stem from an attempt to solve the following problem: that to Velikovsky there appeared to be
insufficient correlation in the written or archaeological records between Biblical history and what was known of the
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history of the area, in particular, Egypt.[27]
Velikovsky searched for common mention of events within literary records, and in the Ipuwer papyrus he believed
he had found a contemporary Egyptian account of the Plagues of Egypt. Moreover, he interpreted both accounts as
descriptions of a great natural catastrophe. Velikovsky attempted to investigate the physical cause of these events,
and extrapolated backwards and forwards in history from this point, cross-comparing written and mythical records
from cultures on every inhabited continent, using them to attempt synchronisms of the historical records, yielding
what he believed to be further periodic natural catastrophes that can be global in scale.
He arrived at a body of radical inter-disciplinary ideas, which might be summarised as:
• Planet Earth has suffered natural catastrophes on a global scale, both before and during humankind's recorded
history.
• There is evidence for these catastrophes in the geological record (here Velikovsky was advocating Catastrophist
ideas as opposed to the prevailing Uniformitarian notions) and archeological record. The extinction of many
species had occurred catastrophically, not by gradual Darwinian means.
• The catastrophes that occurred within the memory of humankind are recorded in the myths, legends and written
history of all ancient cultures and civilisations. Velikovsky pointed to alleged concordances in the accounts of
many cultures, and proposed that they referred to the same real events. For instance, the memory of a flood is
recorded in the Hebrew Bible, in the Greek legend of Deucalion, and in the Manu legend of India. Velikovsky put
forward the psychoanalytic idea of "Cultural Amnesia" as a mechanism whereby these literal records came to be
regarded as mere myths and legends.
• The causes of these natural catastrophes were close encounters between the Earth and other bodies within the
solar system — not least what are now the planets Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, and Mars, these bodies having moved
upon different orbits within human memory.
• To explain the celestial mechanics necessary to permit these changes to the configuration of the solar system,
Velikovsky thought that electromagnetic forces might somehow play a greater role to counteract gravity and
orbital mechanics.
Some of Velikovsky's specific postulated catastrophes included:
• A tentative suggestion that Earth had once been a satellite of a "proto-Saturn" body, before its current solar orbit.
• That the Deluge (Noah's Flood) had been caused by proto-Saturn's entering a nova state, and ejecting much of its
mass into space.
• A suggestion that the planet Mercury was involved in the Tower of Babel catastrophe.
• Jupiter had been the culprit for the catastrophe that saw the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
• Periodic close contacts with a cometary Venus (which had been ejected from Jupiter) had caused the Exodus
events (c. 1500 BCE) and Joshua's subsequent "sun standing still" (Joshua 10:12 and 13) incident.
• Periodic close contacts with Mars had caused havoc in the 8th and 7th centuries BCE.
As noted above, Velikovsky had conceived the broad sweep of this material by the early 1940s. However, within his
lifetime, whilst he continued to research, expand and lecture upon the details of his ideas, he released only selected
portions of his work to the public in book form:
• Worlds in Collision (1950) discussed the literary and mythical records of the "Venus" and "Mars" catastrophes
• Portions of his Revised Chronology were published as Ages in Chaos (1952), Peoples of the Sea (1977) and
Rameses II and His Time (1978) (The related monograph Oedipus and Akhenaten, 1960, posited the thesis that
pharaoh Akhenaten was the prototype for the Greek mythic figure Oedipus.)
• Earth in Upheaval (1955) dealt with geological evidence for global natural catastrophes.
Velikovsky's ideas on his earlier Saturn/Mercury/Jupiter events were never published, and the available archived
manuscripts are much less developed.
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Of all the strands of his work, Velikovsky published least on his ideas regarding the role of electromagnetism in
astronomy. Although he appears to have retreated from the propositions in his 1946 monograph Cosmos without
Gravitation, no such retreat is apparent in Stargazers and Gravediggers.[28] Cosmos without Gravitation, which
Velikovsky placed in university libraries and sent to scientists, is a probable catalyst for the aggressively antipathetic
reaction of astronomers and physicists from its first presentation.[29] However, other Velikovskian enthusiasts such
as Ralph Juergens (dec.), Earl Milton (dec.), Wal Thornhill, and Donald E. Scott have embraced and developed these
themes to propose a scenario where stars are powered not by internal nuclear fusion, but by galactic-scale electrical
discharge currents. Such ideas do not find support in the conventional literature.[30][31][32]

Revised chronology
Velikovsky argued that the conventional chronology of the Near East and classical world, based upon Egyptian
Sothic dating and the king lists of Manetho, was wholly flawed. This was the reason for the apparent absence of
correlation between the Biblical account and those of neighbouring cultures, and also the cause of the enigmatic
"Dark Ages" in Greece and elsewhere. Velikovsky shifted several chronologies and dynasties from the Egyptian Old
Kingdom to Ptolemaic times by centuries (a scheme he called the Revised Chronology), placing The Exodus
contemporary with the fall of the Middle Kingdom of Egypt. He proposed numerous other synchronisms stretching
up to the time of Alexander the Great. He argued that these eliminate phantom "Dark Ages", and vindicate the
biblical accounts of history and those recorded by Herodotus.
These ideas were first put forward briefly in his Theses for the Reconstruction of Ancient History, but Ages in Chaos
was his first full-length work on the subject. This was followed by Oedipus and Akhnaton, Peoples of the Sea and
Rameses II and His Time, and two further works that were unpublished at the time of his death but that are now
available online at the Velikovsky Archive: The Assyrian Conquest and The Dark Ages of Greece.
Though rejected by mainstream historians, these ideas have been developed by other historians such as David Rohl
and Peter James, who have also attempted their own revised chronologies.

Reception
Velikovskyism
Velikovsky inspired numerous followers during the
1960s and 1970s. Alfred de Grazia dedicated a 1963
issue of his journal, American Behavioral Scientist to
Velikovsky, published in an expanded version as a
book, The Velikovsky Affair, in 1966. The Skeptical
Inquirer in a review of a later book by de Grazia,
Cosmic Heretics (1984), suggests that de Grazia's
efforts may be responsible for Velikovsky's
continuing notability during the 1970s.[33]
The Society for Interdisciplinary Studies (SIS) was
"formed in 1974 in response to the growing interest in
the works of modern catastrophists, notably the highly
controversial Dr Immanuel Velikovsky". The Institute
for the Study of Interdisciplinary Sciences (ISIS) is a
C. Leroy Ellenberger with Immanuel Velikovsky at Seaside Heights,
1985 spin off the SIS, founded under the directorship
New Jersey, in 1978.
of David Rohl, who had come to reject Velikovsky's
Revised Chronology in favour of his own "New Chronology".
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Kronos: A Journal of Interdisciplinary Synthesis was founded in 1975 explicitly "to deal with Velikovsky's work".
Ten issues of Pensée: Immanuel Velikovsky Reconsidered appeared in 1972 to 1975. The controversy surrounding
Velikovsky peaked in the mid 1970s and public interest declined in the 1980s, and by 1984, erstwhile Velikovskyist
C. Leroy Ellenberger had become a vocal critic of Velikovskian catastrophism. Some Velikovskyist publications and
authors such as David Talbott remain active into the 2000s.

Criticism
Velikovsky's ideas have been almost entirely rejected by mainstream academia (often vociferously so) and his work
is generally regarded as erroneous in all its detailed conclusions. Moreover, scholars view his unorthodox
methodology (for example, using comparative mythology to derive scenarios in celestial mechanics) as an
unacceptable way to arrive at conclusions. The late Stephen Jay Gould[34] offered a synopsis of the mainstream
response to Velikovsky, writing, "Velikovsky is neither crank nor charlatan — although, to state my opinion and to
quote one of my colleagues, he is at least gloriously wrong ... Velikovsky would rebuild the science of celestial
mechanics to save the literal accuracy of ancient legends."
Velikovsky's bestselling and, as a consequence, most-criticized book is Worlds in Collision. Astronomer Harlow
Shapley, along with others such as Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin, were highly critical of Macmillan's decision to
publish the work. The fundamental criticism against this book from the astronomy community was that its celestial
mechanics were physically impossible, requiring planetary orbits that do not conform with the laws of conservation
of energy and conservation of angular momentum.
Velikovsky relates in his book Stargazers & Gravediggers how he tried to protect himself from criticism of his
celestial mechanics by removing the original Appendix on the subject from Worlds in Collision, hoping that the
merit of his ideas would be evaluated on the basis of his comparative mythology and use of literary sources alone.
However, this strategy did not protect him: the appendix was an expanded version of the Cosmos Without
Gravitation monograph, which he had already distributed to Shapley and others in the late 1940s — and they had
regarded the physics within it as absurd.
By 1974, the controversy surrounding Velikovsky's work had permeated US society to the point where the American
Association for the Advancement of Science felt obliged to address the situation, as they had previously done in
relation to UFOs, and devoted a scientific session to Velikovsky, featuring (among others) Velikovsky himself and
Professor Carl Sagan. Sagan gave a critique of Velikovsky's ideas (the book version of Sagan's critique is much
longer than that presented in the talk; see below). His criticisms are available in Scientists Confront Velikovsky[35]
and as a corrected and revised version in the book Broca's Brain: Reflections on the Romance of Science.[36] Sagan's
arguments were aimed at a popular audience and he did not remain to debate Velikovsky in person, facts that were
used by Velikovsky's followers to attempt to discredit his analysis.[37] Sagan rebutted these charges, and further
attacked Velikovsky's ideas in his PBS television series Cosmos, though not without reprimanding scientists who had
attempted to suppress Velikovsky's ideas.
It was not until the 1980s that a very detailed critique of Worlds in Collision was made in terms of its use of mythical
and literary sources, when Bob Forrest published a highly critical examination of them (see below). Earlier in 1974,
James Fitton published a brief critique of Velikovsky's interpretation of myth that was ignored by Velikovsky and his
defenders whose indictment began: "In at least three important ways Velikovsky's use of mythology is unsound. The
first of these is his proclivity to treat all myths as having independent value; the second is the tendency to treat only
such material as is consistent with his thesis; and the third is his very unsystematic method."[38] A short analysis of
the position of arguments in the late 20th century is given by Dr Velikovsky's ex-associate, and Kronos editor, C.
Leroy Ellenberger, in his A Lesson from Velikovsky.[39]
More recently, the absence of supporting material in ice-core studies (such as the Greenland Dye-3 and Vostok
cores) have removed any basis for the proposition of a global catastrophe of the proposed dimension within the later
Holocene period. However, tree-ring expert Mike Baillie would give credit to Velikovsky after disallowing the
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impossible aspects of Worlds in Collision: "However, I would not disagree with all aspects of Velikovsky's work.
Velikovsky was almost certainly correct in his assertion that ancient texts hold clues to catastrophic events in the
relatively recent past, within the span of human civilization, which involve the effects of comets, meteorites and
cometary dust. . . . But fundamentally, Velikovsky did not understand anything about comets; . . . . He did not know
about the hazard posed by relatively small objects . . . . This failure to recognize the power of comets and asteroids
means that it is reasonable to go back to Velikovsky and delete all the physically impossible text about Venus and
Mars passing close to the earth. . . . In other words, we can get down to his main thesis, which is that the Earth
experienced dramatic events from heavenly bodies particularly in the second millennium BC."[40]
Velikovsky's revised chronology has been rejected by nearly all mainstream historians and Egyptologists. It was
claimed, starting with early reviewers, that Velikovsky's usage of material for proof is often very selective.[41][42][43]
In 1965 the leading cuneiformist Abraham Sachs, in a forum at Brown University, discredited Velikovsky's use of
Mesopotamian cuneiform sources.[44] Velikovsky was never able to refute Sachs' attack.[45] In 1978, following the
much-postponed publication of further volumes in Velikovsky's Ages in Chaos series, the United Kingdom-based
Society for Interdisciplinary Studies organised a conference in Glasgow specifically to debate the revised
chronology.[46] The ultimate conclusion of this work, by scholars including Peter James, John Bimson, Geoffrey
Gammonn, and David Rohl, was that the Revised Chronology was untenable.[47]
While James credits Velikovsky with "point[ing] the way to a solution by challenging Egyptian chronology", he
severely criticised the contents of Velikovsky's chronology as "disastrously extreme", producing "a rash of new
problems far more severe than those it hoped to solve" and claiming that "Velikovsky understood little of
archaeology and nothing of stratigraphy."[48]
Bauer accuses Velikovsky of dogmatically asserting interpretations which are at best possible, and gives several
examples from Ages in Chaos.[49]

"The Velikovsky Affair"
Such was the hostility directed against Velikovsky from some quarters (particularly the original campaign led by
Harlow Shapley), that some commentators have made an analysis of the conflict itself. The most prominent of these
was a study by American Behavioral Scientist magazine, eventually published in book form as The Velikovsky Affair.
[50][51]
This framed the discussion in terms of how academic disciplines reacted to ideas from workers from outside
their field, claiming that there was an academic aversion to permitting people to cross inter-disciplinary boundaries.
More recently, James Gilbert, professor of history at University of Maryland, challenged this traditional version with
a more nuanced account that focused on the intellectual rivalry between Velikovsky's ally Horace Kallen and Harlow
Shapley.[52] Earlier, Henry Bauer challenged the traditional view that the Velikovsky Affair illustrated the resistance
of scientists to new ideas by pointing out "the nature and validity of Velikovsky's claims must be considered before
one decides that the Affair can illuminate the reception of new ideas in science ..."[53]
The scientific press, in general, denied Velikovsky a forum to rebut his critics. Velikovsky claimed that this made
him a "suppressed genius", and he likened himself to Giordano Bruno, who was burnt at the stake.[54][55][56]
The storm of controversy created by Velikovsky's publications may have helped revive the catastrophist movement
in the second half of the 20th century; however it is also held by some working in the field that progress has actually
been retarded by the negative aspects of the so-called Velikovsky Affair.[57][58]
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Books by Velikovsky
Published by The Macmillan Company:
• Worlds in Collision (1950) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-11-4)
Published by Doubleday:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Worlds in Collision (1950) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-11-4)
Ages in Chaos (1952) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-13-8)
Earth In Upheaval (1955) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-12-1)
Oedipus and Akhnaton (1960)
Peoples of the Sea (1977) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-15-2)
Ramses II and His Time (1978) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-14-5)
Mankind in Amnesia (1982) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-16-9)

Published by William Morrow:
• Stargazers and Gravediggers (1983) (new edition: ISBN 978-1-906833-17-6)
Published in Israel:
• The Dark Age of Greece[59]
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Born

Erich Anton Paul von Däniken
14 April 1935
Zofingen, Aargau, Switzerland

Occupation

Author

Erich Anton Paul von Däniken (/ˈerrɪkvɒnˈdænɪkɪn/, German: /eːrɪç fɔn dɛːnɪkən/; born 14 April 1935 in
Zofingen, Aargau) is a Swiss author best known for his controversial claims about extraterrestrial influences on early
human culture, in books such as Chariots of the Gods?, published in 1968. Däniken is one of the main figures
responsible for popularizing the "paleo-contact" and ancient astronaut hypotheses.
Däniken's first book, Chariots of the Gods?, was an immediate best seller in the United States, Europe and India, and
subsequent books, "according to von Däniken, have been translated into 32 languages and together have sold more
than 63 million copies."[1] The ideas put forth in these books are largely rejected by scientists and academics, who
categorize his work as pseudohistory and pseudoarchaeology.[2][3][4]
Däniken was convicted of several financial crimes, including fraud, shortly after publication of his first book.[5] He
later became a co-founder of the Archaeology, Astronautics and SETI Research Association (AAS RA), and
designed the theme park Mystery Park in Interlaken, Switzerland, that first opened on 23 May 2003.[6]

Early life
Von Däniken was raised a strict Catholic, and attended the international Catholic school Saint-Michel in Fribourg,
Switzerland. During his time at the school he rejected the church's interpretations of the Bible, and developed an
interest in astronomy and the phenomenon of flying saucers.[7]
At the age of 19, von Däniken was given a four-month suspended sentence for theft. [7] Von Däniken withdrew from
school, and became apprenticed to a Swiss hotelier.[8] After moving to Egypt, he was convicted for fraud and
embezzlement.[7]
He then became manager of the Hotel Rosenhügel in Davos, Switzerland, during which time he wrote Chariots of
the Gods?, working on the manuscript late at night after the hotel's guests had retired.[9] In December 1964, von
Däniken wrote Hatten unsere Vorfahren Besuch aus dem Weltraum? ("Did our Ancestors have a Visit from Space?")

Erich von Däniken
for the German-Canadian periodical Der Nordwesten.[10] Chariots of the Gods? was accepted by a publisher in early
1967, and printed in March 1968.[9]
In November 1968 von Däniken was arrested for fraud, after falsifying hotel records and credit references in order to
take out loans[9] for $130,000 over a period of twelve years. He used the money for foreign travel to research his
book.[7] Two years later,[9] von Däniken was convicted for "repeated and sustained" embezzlement, fraud and
forgery, with the court ruling that the writer had been living a "playboy" lifestyle.[5] Von Däniken entered a plea for
nullity on the grounds that his intentions were not malicious and the credit institutions were at fault for failing to
adequately research his references.[9][5][7] Von Däniken was sentenced on 13 February 1970 to three and a half years
imprisonment and fined 3,000 francs.[9][11] He served one year of this sentence before being released.[7][12]
His first book, Chariots of the Gods?, had been published by the time of his trial, and its sales allowed him to repay
his debts and leave the hotel business. Von Däniken wrote his second book, Gods from Outer Space, while in
prison.[7][5]

Claims of alien influence on Earth
In 1966, when Däniken was writing his first book, scientists Carl Sagan and I. S. Shklovskii, wrote about the
possibility of paleocontact and extraterrestrial visitation claims in one chapter of their book Intelligent Life in the
Universe, giving some scientific legitimacy to the idea.[13] Many ideas from this book appeared in different form in
Däniken's books. Sagan has been very critical of von Däniken:
That writing as careless as von Däniken's, whose principal thesis is that our ancestors were dummies, should
be so popular is a sober commentary on the credulousness and despair of our times. But the idea that beings
from elsewhere will save us from ourselves is a very dangerous doctrine - akin to that of the quack doctor
whose ministrations prevent the patient from seeing a physician competent to help him and perhaps to cure his
disease.
—Carl Sagan, Foreword to The Space Gods Revealed[14]
Other authors had already presented ideas of extraterrestrial contacts in the past. Däniken made the same claims
using similar evidence, sometimes identical, didn't credit properly these past authors and sometimes failed to give
them any credit at all.[15][16]
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Errors and omissions
I also hope for the continuing popularity of books like Chariots of the Gods? in high school and college logic
courses, as object lessons in sloppy thinking. I know of no recent books so riddled with logical and factual
errors as the works of von Däniken.
—Carl Sagan, Foreword to The Space Gods Revealed[17]
In Chariots of the Gods?, Däniken wrote that a non-rusting iron pillar in Delhi,
India was evidence of extraterrestrial influence.[18] In a later Playboy interview,
when told that the column showed some signs of rust and its method of
construction was well understood, Däniken said that since writing the book he
had learned of investigations reaching other conclusions, and no longer
considered the pillar to be a mystery.[19][20]
In The Gold of the Gods von Däniken wrote of being guided through artificial
tunnels in a cave under Ecuador, Cueva de los Tayos, containing gold, strange
statues and a library with metal tablets, which he considered to be evidence of
ancient space visitors. The man whom he said showed him these tunnels, Juan
Moricz, told Der Spiegel that von Däniken's descriptions came from a long
conversation and that the photos in the book had been "fiddled".[21] Von Däniken
The iron pillar of Delhi, erected by
Chandragupta II the Great
told Playboy that although he had seen the library and other places he had
described, he had fabricated some of the events to add interest to his
book.[22][5][23] Later in 1978 he said that he had never been in the cave pictured in his book but in a "side entrance",
and that he had fabricated the whole descent into the cave.[23] A geologist examined the area and found no cave
systems.[21] Däniken also wrote about a collection of gold objects held by local priest Father Crespi, who had special
permission from the Vatican to make archeological research.[21] But an archeologist reported to Der Spiegel that,
while there were some good pieces, many were just local imitations for tourists, and that Crespi has difficulty
distinguishing brass from gold.[21]
Dr. Samuel Rosenberg said that the "Book of Dyzan", referred to by von Däniken,[24] was "a fabrication
superimposed on a gigantic hoax concocted by Madame Blavatsky." He also says that the "Tulli Papyrus", cited by
von Däniken in one of his books,[24] is likely cribbed from the Book of Ezekiel, and quoted Dr. Nolli (through Dr.
Walter Ramberg, Scientific Attache at the U.S. embassy in Rome), then current Director of the Egyptian Section of
the Vatican Museum, as "suspect[ing] that Tulli was taken in and that the papyrus is a fake."[25] According to NYT's
Richard R. Lingerman, it is likely that von Däniken obtained these references from UFO books that mentioned them
as real documents.[24]
Von Däniken brought the Nazca Lines to public prominence with his 1968 book Chariots of the Gods?,[26] attracting
so many tourists that researcher Maria Reiche had to spend much of her own time and money preserving them.[27]
Von Daniken said that the lines were built following instructions from extraterrestrial beings, to be used as airfields
for their spaceships.[28] In his 1998 book Arrival of The Gods, he added that some of the pictures depicted
extraterrestrials.[28] Archeologists are sure that they were made by pre-columbian civilizations for cultural purposes,
and they have not bothered refuting this sort of speculations.[28] Silverman and Proulx say this silence from
archaeologists has harmed the profession and the Peruvian nation.[28] The idea was not original of von Däniken, it
started as a joke made by people who first saw the lines from the air,[26] and had already been published by other
people.[29] One of the cropped photos in Chariots of the Gods?, claimed by von Däniken to be similar to the
markings of a modern airport, was only the knee joint of one of the bird figures and was quite small in size; Däniken
says that it was an error in the first edition, and that he wasn't the one who wrote that claim in the book, but the error
has not been corrected in later editions.[26][30]
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Von Däniken wrote in Chariots of the Gods? that a version of the Piri Reis map that the map depicted some
Antarctic mountains that were and still are buried into ice, and could only be mapped with modern equipment. His
theory relies on the book of Maps of the Ancient Sea Kings by Charles Hapgood. A. D. Crown in Some Trust in
Chariots explains how this is simply wrong. The map in von Däniken's book only extends 5 degrees south of the
equator, ending in Cape São Roque, which means that it doesn't extend to the Antarctica. Däniken also said that the
map showed some distortions that would only happen if its was an aerial view taken from a spaceship flying above
El Cairo, but in fact it doesn't extend enough to the South to cause visible distortions in an aerial view. Von Däniken
also asserts the existence of a legend saying that a god gave the map to a priest, the god being an extraterrestrial
being. But Piri Reis said that he had drawn that map himself using old maps, and the map is consistent with the
cartographic knowledge at that time.[31] Also, the map is not "absolutely accurate" as claimed by von Däniken, since
it contains many errors and omissions;[32] a fact that von Däniken didn't correct when he covered the map again his
1998 book Odyssey of the Gods.[33] Others authors had already published this same idea, a fact that von Dâniken
didn't recognize until 1974 in an interview to Playboy magazine.[34]
The Nova documentary The Case of the Ancient Astronauts shows that all the claims made by Däniken about the
Pyramid of Cheops were wrong in all accounts. The technique of construction is well understood, we know perfectly
what tools they used, we can still see the marks of those tools in the quarries, and there are many tools preserved in
museums. Däniken claims that it would have taken them too long to cut all the blocks necessary and drag them to the
construction site in time to build the Great Pyramid in only 20 years, but Nova shows how easy and fast it is to cut a
block of stone, and shows the rollers used in transportation. He also claims that Egyptians suddenly started making
pyramids out of nowhere, but there are several pyramids that show the progress made by Egyptian architects while
they were perfecting the technique from simple mastabas to later pyramids. Däniken claims that the height of the
pyramid multiplied by 1 million was the distance to the Sun, but the number falls too short. He also claims that
Egyptians couldn't align the edges so perfectly to true North without advanced technology that only aliens could give
them, but Egyptians knew of very simple methods to find North via star observation, and it's trivial to make straight
edges.[35]
Däniken claimed that the Sarcophagus of Palenque depicted a spacemen sitting on a rocket-powered spaceship,
wearing a spacesuit. However, archaeologists see nothing special with the figure, a dead Mayan monarch who is
wearing traditional Mayan hairdo and jewelry, surrounded by Mayan symbols can be observed in other Mayan
drawings. The right hand is not handling any rocket controls, but simply making a traditional Mayan gesture, that
other figures in the sides of the lid also make, and is not holding anything. The rocket shape is actually two serpents
joining their heads at the bottom, with the rocket flames being the beards of the serpents. The rocket motor under the
figure is the face of a monster, symbol of the underworld.[36]
Von Däniken put forward photographs of ancient stones in Peru, with carvings of men using telescopes, detailed
world maps, and advanced medical operations, all beyond the knowledge of ancient Peruvians. But the PBS
television series Nova determined that the stones were modern, and located the potter who made them. This potter
makes stones daily and sells them to tourists. Von Däniken had visited the potter and examined the stones himself,
but he didn't mention this in his book. He says that he didn't believe the potter when he said that he had made the
stones. Däniken says that he asked Doctor Cabrera, a local surgeon who owns the museum, and Cabrera had told him
that the potter's claims were a lie and that the stones were ancient. But the potter had proof that Cabrera had thanked
him for providing the stones for the museum. Däniken claimed that the stones at the museum were very different
from those made by the potter, but the Nova reporters oversaw the manufacturing of one stone and confirmed that it
was very similar to those in the museum.[37]
Kenneth Feder accused von Däniken of European ethnocentrism,[38] while John Flenley and Paul Bahn suggested
that views such as his interpretation of the Easter Island statues "ignore the real achievements of our ancestors and
constitute the ultimate in racism: they belittle the abilities and ingenuity of the human species as a whole."[39]
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Ronald Story published The Space Gods Revealed: A Close Look At The Theories of Erich Von Däniken in 1976,
written in response to the evidence presented in Däniken's Chariots of the Gods?. It was reviewed as "a coherent and
much-needed refutation of Von Däniken's theories".[40]
A 2004 article in Skeptic Magazine states that Däniken took many of the book's concepts from The Morning of the
Magicians, that this book in turn was heavily influenced by the Cthulhu Mythos, and that the core of the ancient
astronaut theory originates in H. P. Lovecraft's short stories "The Call of Cthulhu" written in 1926, and "At the
Mountains of Madness" written in 1931.[41]
Speaking in a 2001 documentary, Von Däniken said that although he could not conclusively prove to the scientific
community that any of the items in his archive were of alien origin, he felt that "today's science" would not accept
such evidence, as "the time is simply not right". It is also mentioned that he jumped from Hotel Manager to "expert
on the ancient world." He argued that it was first necessary to "prepare" mankind for a "wonderful new world".[42]

Popularity
Jungfrau Park located near Interlaken, Switzerland was opened as the Mystery Park in 2003. Designed by Erich von
Däniken, it explored several great "mysteries" of the world.[43]
Ridley Scott said that his film Prometheus is related to some of von Däniken's ideas regarding early human
civilization.[44]
Reviewing the two-disc DVD release of Roland Emmerich's film Stargate, Dean Devlin referred to the "Is There a
Stargate?" feature where "author Erich von Däniken discusses evidence he has found of alien visitations to
Earth."[45]

Books
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chariots of the Gods? (Souvenir Press Ltd, 1969)
Return to the Stars (Souvenir Press Ltd, 1970) ISBN 0-285-50298-0
Gods from Outer Space (Bantam,1972; reprint of Return to the Stars)
The Gold of the Gods (Souvenir Press Ltd, 1973) ISBN 0-285-62087-8
Miracles of the Gods: A Hard Look at the Supernatural (Souvenir Press Ltd, 1975) ISBN 0-285-62174-2
In Search of Ancient Gods: My Pictorial Evidence for the Impossible (Corgi books, 1976) ISBN 0-552-10073-0
According to the Evidence (Souvenir Press, 1977) ISBN 0-285-62301-X
Signs of the Gods (Corgi books, 1980) ISBN 0-552-11716-1
The Stones of Kiribati: Pathways to the Gods (Corgi books, 1982) ISBN 0-552-12183-5
The Gods and their Grand Design: The Eighth Wonder of the World (Souvenir Press, 1984) ISBN 0-285-62630-2
The Eyes of the Sphinx: The Newest Evidence of Extraterrestrial Contact (Berkley Publishing Corporation, 1996)
ISBN 978-0-425-15130-3
The Return of the Gods: Evidence of Extraterrestrial Visitations (Element, 1998) ISBN 1-86204-253-5
Arrival of the Gods: Revealing the Alien Landing Sites of Nazca (Element, 1998) ISBN 1-86204-353-1
The Gods Were Astronauts: Evidence of the True Identities of the Old "Gods" (Vega books, 2001) ISBN
1-84333-625-1
Odyssey of the Gods: An Alien History of Ancient Greece (Vega books, 2002) ISBN 978-1-84333-558-0
History Is Wrong (New Page books, 2009) ISBN 978-1-60163-086-5
Twilight of the Gods: The Mayan Calendar and the Return of the Extraterrestrials (New Page books, 2010) ISBN
978-1-60163-141-1
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German language books published between 1984 and 2009
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Der Tag an dem die Götter kamen (1984) ISBN 3-442-08478-4
Habe ich mich geirrt? (1985) ISBN 3-570-03059-8
Wir alle sind Kinder der Götter (1987) C. Bertelsmann, ISBN 3-570-03060-1
Die Augen der Sphinx (1989) C. Bertelsmann, ISBN 3-570-04390-8
Die Spuren der Ausserirdischen (1990) (Bildband) ISBN 3-570-09419-7
Die Steinzeit war ganz anders (1991) ISBN 3-570-03618-9
Ausserirdische in Ägypten (1991)
Erinnerungen an die Zukunft (1992) (Reissue with new foreword)
Der Götter-Schock (1992) ISBN 3-570-04500-5
Raumfahrt im Altertum (1993) ISBN 3-570-12023-6
Auf den Spuren der Allmächtigen (1993) C. Bertelsmann, ISBN 3-570-01726-5
Botschaften und Zeichen aus dem Universum (1994) C. Bertelsmann, ISBN 3-442-12688-6
Götterdämmerung (2009) KOPP Verlag 978-3942016049
Grüße aus der Steinzeit: Wer nicht glauben will, soll sehen!, 2010
Was ist falsch im Maya-Land?: Versteckte Technologien in Tempeln und Skulpturen, 2011

Further reading
• Peter Krassa, Disciple of the Gods: A biography of Erich von Däniken (W. H. Allen & Unwin, 1976). ISBN
0-352-30262-3

Films
• Ferry Radax: Mit Erich von Däniken in Peru (With Erich von Däniken in Peru, 1982). A documentary.
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Zecharia Sitchin (July 11, 1920 – October 9, 2010[1]) was an
Azerbaijani-born American author of books proposing an explanation
for human origins involving ancient astronauts. Sitchin attributes the
creation of the ancient Sumerian culture to the Anunnaki, which he
states was a race of extraterrestrials from a planet beyond Neptune
called Nibiru. He believed this hypothetical planet of Nibiru to be in an
elongated, elliptical orbit in the Earth's own Solar System, asserting
that Sumerian mythology reflects this view. Sitchin's books have sold
millions of copies worldwide and have been translated into more than
25 languages.
Sitchin's ideas were rejected by scientists and academics, who dismiss his work as pseudoscience and pseudohistory.
Sitchin's work has been criticized for flawed methodology and mistranslations of ancient texts as well as for
incorrect astronomical and scientific claims.[2]

Zecharia Sitchin

Early life
Sitchin was born in the then Azerbaijan SSR of the Soviet Union, but was raised in Mandatory Palestine. He
received a degree in economics from the University of London, and was an editor and journalist in Israel, before
moving to New York in 1952. While working as an executive for a shipping company, he taught himself Sumerian
cuneiform and visited several archaeological sites.[3][4]

Ideas and works
Similarly to earlier authors such as Immanuel Velikovsky and Erich von Däniken, Sitchin advocated hypotheses in
which extraterrestrial events supposedly played a significant role in ancient human history.
According to Sitchin's interpretation of Mesopotamian iconography and symbology, outlined in his 1976 book The
12th Planet and its sequels, there is an undiscovered planet beyond Neptune that follows a long, elliptical orbit,
reaching the inner solar system roughly every 3,600 years. This planet is called Nibiru (although Jupiter was the
planet associated with the god Marduk in Babylonian cosmology).[5] According to Sitchin, Nibiru (whose name was
replaced with MARDUK in original legends by the Babylonian ruler of the same name in an attempt to co-opt the
creation for himself, leading to some confusion among readers) collided catastrophically with Tiamat (a goddess in
the Babylonian creation myth the Enûma Eliš), which he considers to be another planet once located between Mars
and Jupiter. This collision supposedly formed the planet Earth, the asteroid belt, and the comets. Sitchin states that
when struck by one of planet Nibiru's moons, Tiamat split in two, and then on a second pass Nibiru itself struck the
broken fragments and one half of Tiamat became the asteroid belt. The second half, struck again by one of Nibiru's
moons, was pushed into a new orbit and became today's planet Earth.
According to Sitchin, Nibiru (called "the twelfth planet" because, Sitchin claimed, the Sumerians' gods-given
conception of the Solar System counted all eight planets, plus Pluto, the Sun and the Moon) was the home of a
technologically advanced human-like extraterrestrial race called the Anunnaki in Sumerian myth, who Sitchin states
are called the Nephilim in Genesis. He wrote that they evolved after Nibiru entered the solar system and first arrived
on Earth probably 450,000 years ago, looking for minerals, especially gold, which they found and mined in Africa.
Sitchin states that these "gods" were the rank-and-file workers of the colonial expedition to Earth from planet Nibiru.
Sitchin wrote that Enki suggested that to relieve the Anunnaki, who had mutinied over their dissatisfaction with their
working conditions, that primitive workers (Homo sapiens) be created by genetic engineering as slaves to replace
them in the gold mines by crossing extraterrestrial genes with those of Homo erectus.[6][7] According to Sitchin,
ancient inscriptions report that the human civilization in Sumer, Mesopotamia, was set up under the guidance of
these "gods", and human kingship was inaugurated to provide intermediaries between mankind and the Anunnaki
(creating the "divine right of kings" doctrine). Sitchin believes that fallout from nuclear weapons, used during a war
between factions of the extraterrestrials, is the "evil wind" described in the Lament for Ur that destroyed Ur around
2000 BC. Sitchin states the exact year is 2024 BC.[8] Sitchin says that his research coincides with many biblical
texts, and that biblical texts come originally from Sumerian writings.

Popularity
Since the release of his first book The 12th Planet in 1976, now in its 45th printing, Zecharia Sitchin has written
seven other books as part of his Earth Chronicles series, as well as six other companion books, all of which are still
in print as of 2010. Sitchin's books have sold millions of copies worldwide and been published in more than 25
languages, as well as in braille.[9] New York Times reporter Corey Kilgannon noted that despite academic dismissal
of his work, Sitchin has "a devoted following of readers".[3]
Critic Michael Heiser called Sitchin "arguably the most important proponent of the ancient astronaut hypothesis over
the last several decades".[10] Sitchin was a frequent guest on the Coast to Coast AM radio show, which in 2010
presented Sitchin with a lifetime achievement award.[11] Gods of the New Millennium author Alan F. Alford admits
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he initially became "infatuated" with Sitchin's hypotheses but later became a critic of Sitchin's interpretations of
myth.[12]
According to some writers, Sitchin's ideas along with those of Erich von Däniken may have influenced the beliefs of
the religious sect of Raëlism,[13][14] and writer Mark Pilkington sees the mythology of Japan's Pana Wave religious
group as rooted in Sitchins The 12th Planet and its sequels.[15]
The 1994 movie Stargate, directed by Roland Emmerich, and the 2009 video game The Conduit drew some
conceptual inspiration from Sitchin's ideas,[16][17] while screenwriter Roberto Orci says the villains of the film
Cowboys & Aliens were inspired by Sitchin's conceptualization of the Anunnaki as gold-mining aliens.[18]

Criticisms
Criticism of Sitchin's work falls primarily into three categories: translations and interpretations of ancient texts;
astronomical and scientific observations; and literalism of myth.

Translations and interpretations
When Sitchin wrote his books, only specialists could read the Sumerian language. However, sources such as the
2006 book Sumerian Lexicon[19] have made the language more accessible to non-experts. Ancient language scholar
Michael S. Heiser[20] states he has found many inaccuracies in Sitchin's translations and challenges interested parties
to use this book to check their validity.[15][21] Prof. Ronald H. Fritze,[22] author of the book Invented Knowledge:
False History, Fake Science and Pseudo-religions,[22] mentions the example of Sitchin's claim that the Sumerian
sign Din-Gir means "pure ones of the blazing rockets", adding that "Sitchin's assignment of meanings to ancient
words is tendentious and frequently strained."[23] Fritze also commented on Sitchin's methodology, writing that
"When critics have checked Sitchin's references, they have found that he frequently quotes out of context or
truncates his quotes in a way that distorts evidence in order to prove his contentions. Evidence is presented
selectively and contradictory evidence is ignored."[23]
Sitchin bases his arguments on his personal interpretations of pre-Nubian and Sumerian texts, and the seal VA 243.
Sitchin wrote that these ancient civilizations knew of a twelfth planet, when in fact they only knew five.[24]
Hundreds of Sumerian astronomical seals and calendars have been decoded and recorded, and the total count of
planets on each seal has been five. Seal VA 243 has 12 dots that Sitchin identifies as planets. When translated, seal
VA 243 reads "You're his Servant" which is now thought to be a message from a nobleman to a servant. According
to semitologist Michael S. Heiser, the so-called sun on Seal VA 243 is not the Sumerian symbol for the sun but is a
star, and the dots are also stars.[24][25] The symbol on seal VA 243 has no resemblance to the hundreds of
documented Sumerian sun symbols.
In a 1979 review of The Twelfth Planet, Roger W. Wescott,[26] Prof. of Anthropology and Linguistics at Drew
University, Madison, New Jersey, noted Sitchin's amateurishness with respect to the primacy of the Sumerian
language:
Sitchin's linguistics seems at least as amateurish as his anthropology, biology, and astronomy. On p.
370, for example, he maintains that "all the ancient languages . . . including early Chinese . . . stemmed
from one primeval source -- Sumerian". Sumerian, of course, is the virtual archetype of what linguistic
taxonomists call a language-isolate, meaning a language that does not fall into any of the well-known
language-families or exhibit clear cognation with any known language. Even if Sitchin is referring to
written rather than to spoken language, it is unlikely that his contention can be persuasively defended,
since Sumerian ideograms were preceded by the Azilian and Tartarian signaries of Europe as well as by
a variety of script-like notational systems between the Nile and Indus rivers.[27]
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Astronomical and scientific observations
Sitchin's "planetary collision" view does superficially resemble a theory by modern astronomers—the giant impact
theory of the Moon's formation about 4.5 billion years ago by a body impacting with the newly-formed Earth.
However, Sitchin's proposed series of rogue planetary collisions differ in both details and timing. As with Immanuel
Velikovsky's earlier Worlds in Collision thesis, Sitchin states that he has found evidence of ancient human
knowledge of rogue celestial motions in a variety of mythological accounts. In Velikovsky's case, these
interplanetary collisions were supposed to have taken place within the span of human existence, whereas for Sitchin
these occurred during the early stages of planetary formation, but entered the mythological account passed down via
the alien race which purportedly evolved on Nibiru after these encounters.
While Sitchin's scenario for the creation of the Solar System is hard to reconcile with the Earth's current small orbital
eccentricity of only 0.0167, Sitchin's supporters maintain that it would explain much of Earth's peculiar early
geography due to cleaving from the celestial collision, i.e., solid continents on one side and a giant ocean on the
other.
According to former Immanuel Velikovsky assistant turned prolific critic,[28] C. Leroy Ellenberger,[28] "[Sitchin
states that] from an equal start, the Nefilim evolved on Nibiru 45 million years ahead of comparable development on
Earth with its decidedly more favorable environment. Such an outcome is unlikely, to say the least, since Nibiru
would spend over 99% of its time beyond Pluto. Sitchin's explanation that heat from radioactive decay and a thick
atmosphere keep Nibiru warm is absurd and does not address the problem of darkness in deep space. Also
unexplained is how the Nefilim, who evolved long after Nibiru arrived, knew what happened when Nibiru first
entered the solar system."[29]
The scenario outlined by Sitchin, with Nibiru returning to the inner solar system regularly every 3,600 years,
. . . implies an orbit with a semi-major axis of 235 astronomical units, extending from the asteroid belt to
twelve times farther beyond the sun than Pluto. Elementary perturbation theory indicates that, under the
most favorable circumstances of avoiding close encounters with other planets, no body with such an
eccentric orbit would keep the same period for two consecutive passages. Within twelve orbits the
object would be either ejected or converted to a short period object. Thus, the failed search for a
trans-Plutonian planet by T.C. Van Flandern, of the U.S. Naval Observatory, which Sitchin uses to
bolster his thesis, is no support at all.[29]
Sitchin in “the case of Adam’s alien genes”[30] states that 223 unique genes found by the Human Genome Sequencing
Consortium are without the required predecessors on the genomic evolutionary tree. Later researchers have argued
that the conclusion from the Human Genome Sequencing Consortium cannot be drawn due to a lack of a
comprehensive gene database for comparison. An analysis by Salzberg identified 40 potential genes laterally
transferred into the genome from prokaryotic organisms. Salzberg also argues that gene loss combined with sample
size effects and evolutionary rate variation provide an alternative, more biologically plausible explanation.[31]

Literalism of myth
Peter James, co-author of the controversial book Centuries of Darkness,[32] has criticized Sitchin both for ignoring
the world outside of Mesopotamia and more specifically for misunderstanding Babylonian literature:
He uses the Epic of Creation Enuma Elish as the foundation for his cosmogony, identifying the young god
Marduk, who overthrows the older regime of gods and creates the Earth, as the unknown "Twelfth Planet". In
order to do as he interprets the Babylonian theogony as a factual account of the birth of the other "eleven"
planets. The Babylonian names for the planets are established beyond a shadow of a doubt—Ishtar was the
deity of Venus, Nergal of Mars, and Marduk of Jupiter—and confirmed by hundreds of
astronomical/astrological tables and treatises on clay tablets and papyri from the Hellenistic period. Sitchin
merrily ignores all this and assigns unwarranted planetary identities to the gods mentioned in the theogony.
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For example, Apsu, attested as god of the primeval waters, becomes, of all things, the Sun! Ea, as it suits
Sitchin, is sometimes planet Neptune and sometimes a spaceman. And the identity of Ishtar as the planet
Venus, a central feature of Mesopotamian religion, is nowhere mentioned in the book—instead Sitchin
arbitrarily assigns to Venus another deity from Enuma Elish, and reserves Ishtar for a role as a female
astronaut.[33]
William Irwin Thompson comments on what he calls Sitchin's 'literalism':
What Sitchin sees is what he needs for his hypothesis. So figure 15 on page 40 is radiation therapy, and
figure 71 on page 136 is a god inside a rocket-shaped chamber. If these are gods, why are they stuck
with our cheap B movie technology of rockets, microphones, space-suits, and radiation therapy? If they
are gods, then why can't they have some really divine technology such as intradimensional worm-hole
travel, antigravity, starlight propulsion, or black hole bounce rematerializations? Sitchin has constructed
what appears to be a convincing argument, but when he gets close to single images on ancient tablets, he
falls back into the literalism of "Here is an image of the gods in rockets." Suddenly, ancient Sumer is
made to look like the movie set for Destination Moon. Erich Von Däniken's potboiler Chariots of the
Gods? has the same problem. The plain of Nazca in Peru is turned into a World War II landing strip.
The gods can cross galactic distances, but by the time they get to Peru, their spaceships are imagined as
World War II prop jobs that need an enormous landing strip. This literalization of the imagination
doesn't make any sense, but every time it doesn't, you hear Sitchin say "There can be no doubt, but..."[34]
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Ancient paintings from Val Camonica, Italy. Ancient astronaut proponents claim these pictures resemble modern day astronauts despite being
painted ca. 10,000 BC.
Claims

Intelligent extraterrestrial life visited the Earth in ancient times and profoundly
affected the development of human civilization.

Related scientific disciplines

Archaeology

Year proposed

1919

Original proponents

Charles Fort,
Erich von Däniken

Subsequent proponents

Robert K. G. Temple, Zecharia Sitchin, Richard C. Hoagland, Burak Eldem
Pseudoscientific concepts

Some writers have proposed that intelligent extraterrestrial beings have visited Earth in antiquity or prehistory and
made contact with humans. Such visitors are called ancient astronauts or ancient aliens. Proponents suggest that
this contact influenced the development of human cultures, technologies and religions. A common variant of the idea
is that deities from most, if not all, religions are actually extraterrestrials, and their advanced technologies were
wrongly understood by primitive men as evidence of their divine status.[1][2]
These proposals have been popularized, particularly in the latter half of the 20th century, by writers such as Erich
von Däniken, Giorgio A. Tsoukalos, Zecharia Sitchin, Robert K. G. Temple, David Icke and Peter Kolosimo,[3] but
the idea that ancient astronauts actually existed is not taken seriously by most academics, and has received little or
no credible attention in peer reviewed studies.[4] Ancient astronauts have been widely used as a plot device in
science fiction.

Overview
Proponents of ancient astronaut theories often maintain that humans are either descendants or creations of
extraterrestrial beings who landed on Earth thousands of years ago. An associated idea is that much of human
knowledge, religion, and culture came from extraterrestrial visitors in ancient times, in that ancient astronauts acted
as a "mother culture". Ancient astronaut proponents also believe that travelers from outer space known as
"astronauts" or "spacemen" built many of the structures on earth such as the pyramids in Egypt and the Moai stone
heads of Easter Island or aided humans in building them.[5][6]

Ancient astronauts
Proponents argue that the evidence for ancient astronauts comes from supposed gaps in historical and archaeological
records, and they also maintain that absent or incomplete explanations of historical or archaeological data point to
the existence of ancient astronauts. The evidence is said to include archaeological artifacts that they argue are
anachronistic or beyond the presumed technical capabilities of the historical cultures with which they are associated
(sometimes referred to as "Out-of-place artifacts"); and artwork and legends which are interpreted as depicting
extraterrestrial contact or technologies. Legitimate academics have responded that gaps in contemporary knowledge
of the past need not demonstrate that such speculative ancient astronaut ideas are a necessary conclusion to draw.[7].
Thomas Gold, a professor of astronomy, suggested a "garbage theory" for the origin of life, proposing that life on
earth might have spread from a pile of waste products accidentally dumped on Earth long ago by extraterrestrials.[8]
The television series Ancient Aliens on the History channel features the main proponents in the ancient astronaut
theory, and includes interviews with Giorgio A. Tsoukalos, David Childress, Erich von Däniken, Steven Greer and
Nick Pope.[9]

Notable writers and publications
Paleocontact or "ancient astronaut" narratives first appear in early science fiction of the late 19th to early 20th
century. The idea was proposed in earnest by Harold T. Wilkins (1954) and it received some consideration as a
serious hypothesis during the 1960s, and has been mostly confined to the field of pseudoscience and pop culture
since the 1970s. Ancient astronauts appear as a feature of UFO religions beginning with the Space opera in
Scientology scripture (1967), followed by Raelism (1974).
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Erich von Däniken
Erich von Däniken was a leading proponent of this theory in
the late 1960s and early 1970s, gaining a large audience
through the 1968 publication of his best-selling book Chariots
of the Gods? and its sequels.
Certain artifacts and monumental constructions are claimed
by von Däniken to have required a more sophisticated
technological ability in their construction than that which was
available to the ancient cultures who constructed them. Von
Däniken maintains that these artifacts were constructed either
directly by extraterrestrial visitors or by humans who learned
the necessary knowledge from said visitors. These include
Stonehenge, Pumapunku, the Moai of Easter Island, the Great
Pyramid of Giza, and the ancient Baghdad electric batteries.
Von Däniken claims that ancient art and iconography
throughout the world illustrates air and space vehicles,
non-human but intelligent creatures, ancient astronauts, and
artifacts of an anachronistically advanced technology. Von
Däniken also claims that geographically separated historical
cultures share artistic themes, which he argues imply a
common origin. One such example is von Däniken's
interpretation of the sarcophagus lid recovered from the tomb
of the Classic-era Maya ruler of Palenque, Pacal the Great.
Von Däniken claimed the design represented a seated
astronaut, whereas the iconography and accompanying Maya
text identifies it as a portrait of the ruler himself with the
World Tree of Maya mythology.

Sarcophagus lid of Pakal the great, which according to Von
Däniken represents an "ancient astronaut" ascending to the
stars in his spaceship.

The origins of many religions are interpreted by von Däniken as reactions to encounters with an alien race.
According to his view, humans considered the technology of the aliens to be supernatural and the aliens themselves
to be gods. Von Däniken claims that the oral and written traditions of most religions contain references to alien
visitors in the way of descriptions of stars and vehicular objects travelling through air and space. One such is
Ezekiel's revelation in the Old Testament, which Däniken interprets as a detailed description of a landing spacecraft.
Von Däniken's theories became popularized in the U.S. after the NBC-TV documentary In Search Of Ancient
Astronauts hosted by Rod Serling and the movie Chariots of the Gods.
Critics argue that von Däniken misrepresented data, that many of his claims were unfounded, and that none of his
core claims have been validated.[10]
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Zecharia Sitchin
Zecharia Sitchin's series The Earth Chronicles,
beginning with The 12th Planet, revolves around
Sitchin's interpretation of ancient Sumerian and Middle
Eastern texts, megalithic sites, and artifacts from
around the world. He theorizes the gods of old
Mesopotamia were actually astronauts from the planet
"Nibiru", which Sitchin claims the Sumerians believed
to be a remote "12th planet" (counting the Sun, Moon,
and Pluto as planets) associated with the god Marduk.
According to Sitchin, Nibiru continues to orbit our sun
on a 3,600-year elongated orbit. Sitchin also suggests
that the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter is the
An ancient Mesopotamian cylinder seal
shattered remains of the ancient planet "Tiamat", which
he claims was destroyed in one of Nibiru's orbits through the solar system. Modern astronomy has found no evidence
to support Sitchin's claims.
Sitchin claimed there are Sumerian texts which tell the story that 50 Anunnaki, inhabitants of a planet named Nibiru,
came to Earth approximately 400,000 years ago with the intent of mining raw materials, especially gold, for
transport back to Nibiru. With their small numbers they soon grew tired of the task and set out to genetically
engineer laborers to work the mines. After much trial and error they eventually created homo sapiens sapiens: the
"Adapa" (model man) or Adam of later mythology. Sitchin contended the Anunnaki were active in human affairs
until their culture was destroyed by global catastrophes caused by the abrupt end of the last ice age some 12,000
years ago. Seeing that humans survived and all they had built was destroyed, the Anunnaki left Earth after giving
humans the opportunity and means to govern themselves. Modern archaeologists and experts in the ancient Sumerian
culture and language reject every one of these claims insisting Sitchin had simply invented a non-existent Sumerian
mythology, that the texts and tablets which Sitchin described do not actually exist, and that the texts of ancient
Sumer, Akkad, and Ugarit do not contain any of these stories or even variations on them.[11][12] It has also been
pointed out that many of Sitchin's translations of Sumerian and Mesopotamian words are not consistent with
Mesopotamian cuneiform bilingual dictionaries, produced by ancient Akkadian scribes.[13] The Faculty of Oriental
Studies at the University of Oxford has made available an online searchable database with English translations of the
entire body of Sumerian literature for comparison.[14]

Robert Temple
Robert K. G. Temple's 1976 book, The Sirius Mystery
argues that the Dogon people of northwestern Mali
preserved an account of extraterrestrial visitation from
around 5,000 years ago. He quotes various lines of
evidence, including supposed advanced astronomical
knowledge inherited by the tribe, descriptions, and
comparative belief systems with ancient civilizations
such as ancient Egypt and Sumer. His work draws
heavily on the studies of cultural anthropologists
Marcel Griaule and Germaine Dieterlen.[15]

Hieroglyphs at Abydos, Egypt that are said to depict aircraft

His conclusions have been criticized by scientists, who point out discrepancies within Temple's account, and
suggested that the Dogon may have received some of their astronomical information recently, probably from
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European sources, and may have misrepresented Dogon ethnography.[16][17][18]

Shklovski and Sagan
In their 1966 book Intelligent Life in the Universe[19] astrophysicists
I.S. Shklovski and Carl Sagan devote a chapter[20] to arguments that
scientists and historians should seriously consider the possibility that
extraterrestrial contact occurred during recorded history. However,
Shklovski and Sagan stressed that these ideas were speculative and
unproven.
Shklovski and Sagan argued that sub-lightspeed interstellar travel by
extraterrestrial life was a certainty when considering technologies that
were established or feasible in the late '60s;[21] that repeated instances
of extraterrestrial visitation to Earth were plausible;[22] and that
pre-scientific narratives can offer a potentially reliable means of
describing contact with outsiders.[23] Additionally, Shklovski and
Sagan cited tales of Oannes, a fishlike being attributed with teaching
agriculture, mathematics, and the arts to early Sumerians, as deserving
closer scrutiny as a possible instance of paleocontact due to its
consistency and detail.[24]
[25]

A Dogū figurine from Japan (dated 1000–400
BCE). Ancient astronaut theorists suggest that
these may represent extraterrestrial visitors.

In his 1979 book Broca's Brain, Sagan
suggested that he and
Shklovski might have inspired the wave of '70s ancient astronaut
books, expressing disapproval of "von Däniken and other uncritical
writers" who seemingly built on these ideas not as guarded speculations but as "valid evidence of extraterrestrial
contact." Sagan argued that while many legends, artifacts, and purported out-of-place artifacts were cited in support
of ancient astronaut theories, "very few require more than passing mention" and could be easily explained with more
conventional theories. Sagan also reiterated his earlier conclusion that extraterrestrial visits to Earth were possible
but unproven, and perhaps improbable.

UFO religions
Various new religious movements including theosophy, Nation of Islam, Scientology, The Urantia Book, Raëlism,
and Heaven's Gate believe in ancient and present-day contact with extraterrestrial intelligence. Many of these faiths
see both ancient scriptures and recent revelations as connected with the action of aliens from other planetary
systems. Sociologists and psychologists have found that UFO religions have similarities which suggest that members
of these groups consciously or subliminally associate enchantment with the memes of science fiction.[26]

Evidence cited by proponents
Ancient religious texts
Proponents cite ancient mythologies to support their viewpoints based on the idea that ancient creation myths of gods
who descend from the heavens to Earth to create or instruct humanity are actually representations of alien visitors,
whose superior technology accounts for their reception as gods. Proponents attempt to draw an analogy to
occurrences in modern times when isolated cultures are exposed to Western technology, such as when, in the early
20th century, "cargo cults" were discovered in the South Pacific: cultures who believed various Western ships and
their cargo to be sent from the gods as fulfillment of prophecies concerning their return.[27]
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Ramayana
In Hindu mythology, the gods and their
avatars travel from place to place in flying
vehicles (variously called "flying chariots",
"flying cars" or Vimanas). There are many
mentions of these flying machines in the
Ramayana, which dates to the 5th or 4th
century BCE. Below are some examples:
From Book 6, Canto CXXIII: The Magic
Car:[28]
Is not the wondrous chariot
mine,
Named Pushpak, wrought by
hands divine.
…
This chariot, kept with utmost care,
Will waft thee through the fields of air,
And thou shalt light unwearied down
In fair Ayodhyá's royal town.

Rama being welcomed back to Ayodhya in his "flying car"; some ancient
astronauts theorists claim as evidence for flying vehicles in ancient antiquity

From Book 6, Canto CXXIV: The Departure:[28]
Swift through the air, as Ráma chose,
The wondrous car from earth arose.
And decked with swans and silver wings
Bore through the clouds its freight of kings.
Erich von Däniken discusses the Ramayana and the vimanas in Chariots of the Gods? chapter 6, suggesting that they
were "space vehicles". To support his theory, he also offers a quotation which he says is from an 1889 translation of
the Mahabharata by C. Roy: "Bhima flew with his Vimana on an enormous ray which was as brilliant as the sun and
made a noise like the thunder of a storm".[29]
See also Vaimanika Shastra, a text on Vimanas supposedly "channeled" in the early 20th century.[30]
Book of Genesis and Book of Enoch
The Book of Genesis, chapter 6 verses 1–4, states:
When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons
of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.
...
The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the
daughters of humans and had children by them.
— Genesis 6:1–4 (New International Version)
One interpretation is that the Nephilim are the children of the "sons of God" and "daughters of humans", although
scholars are uncertain.[31] The King James Version replaces the term "Nephilim" with "giants".
The first part of the apocryphal Book of Enoch expands and interprets Genesis 6:1. It explains that the "sons of God"
were a group of 200 "angels" called "Watchers". Against God's wishes, these Watchers descended to Earth to breed
with humans. Their offspring are the Nephilim, "giants" who "consumed all the acquisitions of men". When humans
could no longer sustain the Nephilim, they turned against humanity. The Watchers also instructed humans in
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metallurgy and metalworking, cosmetics, sorcery, astrology, astronomy and meteorology. God then ordered the
Watchers to be imprisoned in the ground. He created the Great Flood to rid Earth of the Nephilim and of the humans
who had been given knowledge by the Watchers. However, to ensure humanity's survival, Noah is forewarned of the
oncoming destruction. Because they disobeyed God, the book also describes the Watchers as "fallen angels".[32]
Some ancient astronaut theorists believe that this story is a historical account of extraterrestrials visiting Earth. In
their interpretation, the "angels" are extraterrestrials and were called Watchers because their mission was to observe
humanity. Some of the extraterrestrials disobeyed orders; they made contact with humans, cross-bred with human
females and shared knowledge with them. The Nephilim were thus half-human-half-extraterrestrial hybrids.[33]
Chuck Missler and Mark Eastman argue that modern UFOs carry the fallen angels, or offspring of fallen angels: the
Nephilim of Genesis, who have now returned. They believe it was this interbreeding between the angels and humans
that led to what they call "the gene pool problem." Noah was perfect in his "generations," that is "Noah's genealogy
was not tarnished by the intrusion of fallen angels. It seems that this adulteration of the human gene pool was a
major problem on the planet earth."[34]
Von Däniken also suggests that the two angels who visited Lot in Genesis 19 were not angels, but ancient astronauts.
They may have used atomic weapons to destroy the city of Sodom. In any case, the otherworldly beings acted as if
there was a time set for Sodom's destruction. Von Däniken questioned why God would work on a timetable and why
an "infinitely good Father" would give "preference to 'favorite children,' such as Lot's family, over countless
others."[35]
Marc Dem completely reinterprets Genesis by claiming humanity started on another planet and that the God of the
Bible is an extraterrestrial.[36]
Book of Ezekiel
In the Biblical Old Testament, chapter 1 of the Book of Ezekiel
recounts a vision in which Ezekiel sees "an immense cloud" that
contains fire and emits lightning and "brilliant light". It continues: "The
center of the fire looked like glowing metal, and in the fire was what
looked like four living creatures". These creatures are described as
winged and humanoid, they "sped back and forth like flashes of
lightning" and "fire moved back and forth among the creatures". The
passage goes on to describe four shiny objects, each appearing "like a
wheel intersecting a wheel". These objects could fly and they moved
with the creatures: "When the living creatures moved, the wheels
beside them moved; and when the living creatures rose from the
ground, the wheels also rose".[37]

An engraved illustration of Ezekiel's 'vision'
(1670)

In chapter 4 of Chariots of the Gods?, entitled "Was God an Astronaut?", von Däniken suggests that Ezekiel had
seen a spaceship or spaceships; this hypothesis had been put forward by Morris Jessup in 1956[38] and by Arthur W.
Orton in 1961.[39] A detailed version of this hypothesis was described by Josef F. Blumrich in his book The
Spaceships of Ezekiel (1974).[40]
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Elsewhere in the Bible
The characteristics of the Ark of the Covenant and the Urim and Thummim have been said to suggest high
technology, perhaps from alien origins.[41]
Robert Dione and Paul Misraki published books in the 1960s claiming the events in the Bible were caused by alien
technology.[42][43] Barry Downing, a Presbyterian minister wrote a book in 1968 claiming that Jesus was an
extraterrestrial, citing (John 8: 23) and other biblical verses as evidence.[44]
Some ancient astronaut proponents such as Von Däniken and Barry Downing believe that the concept of hell in the
Bible could be a real description of the planet Venus brought to earth by extraterrestrials showing photos of the hot
surface on Venus to humans.[45]

Ancient artwork
Other artistic support for the ancient astronaut theory has been
sought in Palaeolithic cave paintings. Wondjina in Australia and
Val Camonica in Italy (seen above) are claimed to bear a
resemblance to present day astronauts.[46] Supporters of the
ancient astronaut theory sometimes claim that similarities such as
dome shaped heads, interpreted as beings wearing space helmets,
prove that early man was visited by an extraterrestrial race.[47]
More support of this theory draws upon what are claimed to be
representations of flying saucers in medieval and renaissance
art.[48] This is used to support the ancient astronaut theory by
attempting to show that the creators of humanity return to check
up on their creation throughout time.

Wondjina rock art in the Kimberley region, Australia

Comparison of some Ural pictograms to
modern structural formulas of several
chemical compounds (according to
Russian researcher Vladimir Avinsky)
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Nazca Lines
The ancient Nazca Lines comprise hundreds of enormous ground
drawings etched into the high desert landscape of Peru, which
consist primarily of geometric shapes, but also include depictions
of a variety of animals and at least one human figure. Many
believers in ancient astronauts cite the Nazca lines as evidence
because the figures created by the lines are most clearly depicted
or only able to be seen when viewed from the air. Writing
professor Joe Nickell of the University of Kentucky, using only
technology he believed to be available to people of the time, was
able to recreate one of the larger figures with a reasonable degree
of accuracy.[49]

"The Astronaut" - a large geoglyph near the Nazca
Lines

Ancient artifacts
Alleged physical evidence includes the discovery of artifacts in Egypt (the Saqqara Bird) and Colombia-Ecuador,
which are claimed to be similar to modern planes and gliders,[50] although these have been interpreted by
archaeologists as stylized representations of birds and insects.

Megalithic sites
Evidence for ancient astronauts is claimed to include the existence of
ancient monuments and megalithic ruins such as the Giza pyramids of
Egypt, Machu Picchu in Peru, or Baalbek in Lebanon, the Moai of
Easter Island and Stonehenge of England.[51] Supporters contend these
stone structures could not have been built with the technical abilities
and tools of the people of the time and further argue that many could
not be duplicated even today. They suggest that the large size of the
building stones, the precision with which they were laid, and the
distances many were transported leaves the question open as to who
Ahu Tongariki near Rano Raraku; some ancient
constructed these sites. These contentions are categorically rejected by
astronaut theorists claim the stone structures were
mainstream archeology. Some mainstream archeologists have
built by (or with the help of) extraterrestrials
participated in experiments to move large megaliths. These
experiments have succeeded in moving megaliths up to at least 40 tons,[52][53] and they have speculated that with a
larger workforce larger megaliths could be towed with ancient technology.[54] Such allegations are not unique in
history, however, as similar reasoning lay behind the wonder of the Cyclopean masonry walling at Mycenaean cities
in the eyes of Greeks of the following "Dark Age," who believed that the giant Cyclopes had built the walls.
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Religious and cultural practises
A number of ancient cultures, such as the Ancient Egyptians and some
Native Americans, artificially lengthened the skulls of their children.
Some ancient astronaut theorists propose that this was done to emulate
extraterrestrial visitors, whom they saw as gods.[55][56] Among the
ancient rulers depicted with elongated skulls are pharaoh Akhenaten
and Nefertiti. It has been pointed out that the Grey aliens described by
many alien abductees have similarly shaped heads.[55] In the program
Ancient Aliens it was suggested that the owners of the biggest of the
lengthened skulls may be human-extraterrestrial hybrids.[55]
An artificially lengthened Nazca skull at the
Museo Regional de Ica in Peru

Reception
Despite the proponents' own interpretations of ancient writings and artifacts, there has yet to be found any evidence
to support the ancient astronaut hypothesis.
Alan F. Alford, author of Gods of the New Millennium (1996), was an adherent of the ancient astronaut theory. Much
of his work draws on Sitchin's theories. However, he now finds fault with Sitchin's theory after deeper analysis,
stating that: "I am now firmly of the opinion that these gods personified the falling sky; in other words, the descent
of the gods was a poetic rendition of the cataclysm myth which stood at the heart of ancient Near Eastern
religions."[57]
The Christian creationist community is highly critical of many of the ancient astronaut ideas, the young earth
creationist author Clifford A. Wilson published Crash Go the Chariots in 1972 in which he attempted to discredit all
claims made in Von Daniken's book Chariots of the Gods.[58]
In a 2004 article in Skeptic magazine,[59] Jason Colavito claims that von Däniken plagiarized many of the book's
concepts from Le Matin des Magiciens (Morning of the Magicians), that this book in turn was heavily influenced by
the Cthulhu Mythos, and that the core of the ancient astronaut theory originates in H. P. Lovecraft's short stories
"The Call of Cthulhu" and "At the Mountains of Madness".

Popular culture
Ancient astronaut theory has been used as background or main topic in many fictional works such as Lovecraft's
short story The Call of Cthulhu (1926), the movie Stargate (1994), the movie Knowing (2009), the TV show Earth:
Final Conflict, and innumerable comic books, manga books and video games.

Proponents
Many publications have argued for some variant of ancient astronaut theory. Notable examples include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

1919: Charles Fort (book, The Book of the Damned)
1954: Harold T. Wilkins (book, Flying Saucers from the Moon)
1956: Morris K. Jessup (book, UFOs and the Bible)
1957: Peter Kolosimo (book, Il pianeta sconosciuto (The Unknown Planet))
1958: George Hunt Williamson (book, Secret Places of the Lion)
1958: Henri Lhote[60] (book, The Search for the Tassili Frescoes: The story of the prehistoric rock-paintings of
the Sahara)

• 1959: Matest M. Agrest
• 1959: Jacques Bergier and Louis Pauwels (book, The Morning of the Magicians)
• 1960: Brinsley Le Poer Trench (book, The Sky People)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1963: Robert Charroux (book, One Hundred Thousand Years of Man's Unknown History)
1964: W. Raymond Drake (book, Gods or Spacemen?)
1965: Paul Misraki (book, Flying Saucers Through The Ages)
1966: Iosif Shklovsky and Carl Sagan (book, Intelligent Life in the Universe)
1967: Brad Steiger (book, The Flying Saucer Menace)
1967: John Michell (book, The Flying Saucer Vision)
1968: Erich von Däniken (book, Chariots of the Gods?)
1968: Barry Downing (book, The Bible and Flying Saucers)
1969: Robert Dione (book, God Drives a Flying Saucer)
1969: Jean Sendy (book, Those Gods Who Made Heaven and Earth; the novel of the Bible)
1971: Andrew Tomas (book, We are not the first: riddles of ancient science)
1972: Thomas Charles Lethbridge (book, The Legend of the Sons of God: A Fantasy?)
1974: Charles Berlitz (book, The Bermuda Triangle)
1974: Josef F. Blumrich (book, The Spaceships of Ezekiel)
1974: Claude Vorilhon aka Rael (book, Le Livre Qui Dit La Vérité (The Book Which Tells the Truth))
1974: Robin Collyns (book, Did Spacemen Colonise the Earth?)

• 1975: Graham Cairns-Smith (a biochemist who suggested that the ancestors of humans might have had alien
biochemistries and presented some evidence to support this possibility in a biological research journal)[61][62]
• 1975: Serge Hutin (book, Alien Races and Fantastic Civilizations)
• 1976: Robert K. G. Temple (book, The Sirius Mystery)
• 1976: John Baxter, Thomas Atkins (book The Fire Came By: The Riddle of the Great Siberian Explosion)
• 1977: John Philip Cohane (book, Paradox: The Case for the Extraterrestrial Origin of Man)
• 1977: Warren Smith (book, UFO Trek)
• 1978: George Sassoon and Rodney Dale (book, Manna Machine)
• 1978: Zecharia Sitchin (book, The 12th planet)
• 1984: Don Elkins, James McCarthy, Carla Rueckert (book, The Ra Material: An Ancient Astronaut Speaks (The
Law of One, No 1))
• 1988: Riley Martin (book, The Coming of Tan)
• 1993: David Icke (book, --and the truth shall set you free)
• 1996: Alan F. Alford (book, Gods of the New Millennium)
• 1996: Murry Hope (book, The Sirius Connection: Unlocking the Secrets of Ancient Egypt)
• 1996: Richard C. Hoagland (book, The Monuments of Mars: A City on the Edge of Forever)
• 1998: Lloyd Pye (book, Everything You Know is Wrong — Book One: Human Evolution)
• 1998: James Herbert Brennan (book, Martian Genesis)
• 1999: David Hatcher Childress (book, Technology of the Gods, The Incredible Science of the Ancients)
• 1999: Laurence Gardner (book, Genesis of the Grail Kings: The Explosive Story of Genetic Cloning)
• 2003: Burak Eldem
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Robert K. G. Temple
Robert K. G. Temple (born in the U.S. in 1945) is an American author best known for his controversial book, The
Sirius Mystery (1976; though Temple began writing it in 1967) which presents the idea that the Dogon people
preserve the tradition of contact with intelligent extraterrestrial beings from the Sirius star-system. His writings on
the Dogon are based on an interpretation of the work of ethnographers Marcel Griaule and Germaine Dieterlen.[1]
Temple received a degree in Oriental Studies and Sanskrit from the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia 1965.
He was a fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and an occasional broadcaster with the BBC. He resides in
England with his wife Olivia, where they "run a theatrical-design archive, a Romanian cultural foundation, a
Green-cement company . . . and a new music mini-label which has just issued 'The Art of the Fugue' by J.S.Bach,
played on solo piano."[2]
Other books by Temple include The Genius of China and The Crystal Sun. He has also written several articles for
Time-Life, and has contributed to journals such as New Scientist and The Poetry Review. His second most recent
book, written with his wife, is The Sphinx Mystery: The Forgotten Origins of the Sanctuary of Anubis published in
early 2009 by Inner Traditions.[2][3] His most recent book is Egyptian Dawn published on Sept. 2, 2010 by Century.
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David Vaughan Icke (pronounced /aɪk/, or IKE, born 29 April 1952) is an English writer and public speaker, best
known for his views on what he calls "who and what is really controlling the world." Describing himself as the most
controversial speaker in the world, he is the author of 19 books and has attracted a global following that cuts across
the political spectrum. His 533-page The Biggest Secret (1999) has been called "the Rosetta Stone for conspiracy
junkies."[3]
Icke was a well-known BBC television sports presenter and spokesman for the Green Party, when in 1990 a psychic
told him he was a healer who had been placed on Earth for a purpose, and that the spirit world was going to pass
messages to him so he could educate others. In March 1991 he held a press conference to announce that he was a
"Son of the Godhead" – a phrase he said later the media had misunderstood – and the following month told the
BBC's Terry Wogan show that the world would soon be devastated by tidal waves and earthquakes. He said the
show changed his life, turning him from a respected household name into someone who was laughed at whenever he
appeared in public.[4]
He continued nevertheless to develop his ideas, and in four books published over seven years—The Robots'
Rebellion (1994), And the Truth Shall Set You Free (1995), The Biggest Secret (1999), and Children of the Matrix
(2001)—set out a moral and political worldview that combined New-Age spiritualism with a passionate denunciation
of totalitarian trends in the modern world. At the heart of his theories lies the idea that a secret group of reptilian
humanoids called the Babylonian Brotherhood controls humanity, and that many prominent figures are reptilian,
including George W. Bush, Queen Elizabeth II, Kris Kristofferson, and Boxcar Willie.[5]
Michael Barkun has described Icke's position as "New Age conspiracism," writing that he is the most fluent of the
conspiracist genre. Richard Kahn and Tyson Lewis argue that the reptilian hypothesis may simply be Swiftian satire,
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a way of giving ordinary people a narrative with which to question what they see around them.[6]

Personal life and career
Early life and education
Icke was born in Leicester General Hospital to Beric Vaughan Icke and Barbara J. Icke, née Cooke, who were
married in Leicester in 1951. Icke was the middle child; there was a brother seven years older, and another seven
years younger. Beric had wanted to be a doctor, but his family had no money, so he joined the Royal Air Force
instead. He was awarded a British Empire Medal for gallantry in May 1943 after helping to save the crew of an
aircraft that had crashed into the Chipping Warden air base in Oxfordshire. Along with a Squadron Leader, he ran
into the burning aircraft, without protective clothing, and saved the life of a crew member who was trapped inside.[7]
After the war, Beric got a job in the Gents clock factory, and the family lived in a slum terraced house on Lead
Street, near Wharf Street in the centre of Leicester. When Icke was three, they moved to a housing estate known as
the Goodwood, one of the 1950s council estates the post-war Labour government built. "To say we were skint," he
wrote in 1993, "is like saying it is a little chilly at the North Pole." He remembers having to hide under a window or
chair when the council man came to collect the rent—after knocking, the rent man would walk round the house
peering through the windows to see whether anyone was at home. His mother never explained that it was about the
rent; she just told him to hide, and Icke writes that he still gets a fright whenever he hears a knock on the door.[8]
He was always a loner, spending hours playing with toy steam trains, and preferring to cross the street rather than
speak to anyone. He attended Whitehall Infant School, then Whitehall Junior School, where he spent most of his
time feeling nervous and shy, often to the point of almost fainting during the morning assembly and having to leave
before he passed out. The family doctor suggested a referral to a child psychologist, but his father put his foot
down.[9]

Football and first marriage
Icke (right) in goal in the early 1970s, probably for Hereford United
Personal information
Playing position Goalkeeper
Youth career
1967–1971

Coventry City
Senior career*

Years

Team

1971–1973

Hereford United

[10]

Apps†

(Gls)†

37

(0)

* Senior club appearances and goals counted for the domestic league
only.
† Appearances (Goals).

He made no effort at school and failed at practically everything, but when he was nine, he was chosen for the junior
school's football team. It was the first time he had succeeded at anything, and he came to see football as his way out
of poverty. He played in goal, which he writes suited the loner in him and gave him a sense of living on the edge
between hero and villain.[9]
After failing his 11-plus exam in 1963, he was sent to the city's Crown Hills Secondary Modern, rather than the local
grammar school, where he was given a trial for the Leicester Boys Under-Fourteen team. He decided to leave school
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at 15 after being talent-spotted by Coventry City, who signed him up in 1967 as their youth team's goalkeeper. He
also played for Oxford United's reserve team and Northampton Town, on loan from Coventry. Rheumatoid arthritis
in his left knee, which later spread to the right knee, ankles, elbows, wrists, and hands, stopped him from making a
career out of football. Despite often being in agony during training, he managed to play part-time for Hereford
United – including in the first team when they were in the Fourth Division of the English Football League, and when
they were promoted to Division Three – before the pain in his joints forced him to retire in 1973 at the age of 21.[11]
He met his first wife, Linda Atherton, in May 1971 at a dance at the Chesford Grange Hotel near Leamington Spa;
she was working as a van driver for a garage in Leamington. Shortly after they met, Icke had another one of the huge
rows he had started having with his father—always a domineering man, his father was upset that Icke's arthritis was
interfering with his football career—so he packed his bags and left home. He moved into a tiny bedsit and worked in
a local travel agency during the day, travelling to Hereford twice a week in the evenings to play football.[12]
He and Linda were married on September 30 that year, four months after they met. A daughter was born in March
1975, followed by a son in December 1981 and another in November 1992. Though the couple divorced in 2001,
they remain good friends; she runs his publishing arm, David Icke Books, and produces his DVDs.[12]

Sports presenter
The loss of his position with Hereford meant that he and his wife had to sell their home, and for several weeks they
lived apart, each moving in with their parents, but he found a job in 1973 as a reporter with the weekly Leicester
Advertiser, through a contact who was a sports editor at the Daily Mail. He moved on to the Leicester News Agency,
and through them did some programmes for BBC Radio Leicester, then worked his way up through the
Loughborough Monitor, the Leicester Mercury, and BRMB Radio in Birmingham.[13]
He worked for two months in Saudi Arabia in 1975, helping them run their national football team; it was intended to
be a longer-term position, but he missed his wife and new daughter so much that he decided not to return after his
first holiday back to the UK. He got his job back at BRMB, then applied successfully to work for Midlands Today at
the BBC's Pebble Mill studios in Birmingham, and in 1981 moved on to become a sports presenter for the BBC's
national programme, Newsnight. The following year he achieved his ambition when offered a job co-hosting
Grandstand, at the time the BBC's flagship national sports programme.[14]
He moved in 1982 to Ryde on the Isle of Wight, somewhere he had always wanted to live. He appeared on the first
edition of British television's first national breakfast show, the BBC's Breakfast Time, on 17 January 1983,
presenting the sports news for them until 1985. He also published his first book that year, It's a tough game, son!,
about how to break into football.[15]
He continued to work for BBC Sport until 1990, often on Grandstand and snooker programmes, and also at the 1988
Summer Olympics, but despite his professional success – he was by then a household name – a career in television
began to lose its appeal for him. He wrote in Tales from the Time Loop (2003) that he was beginning to find
television workers insincere, shallow, and vicious, with rare exceptions.[16] His contract with the BBC was
terminated in August 1990 thanks to a political row, when he refused to pay his Community Charge, a controversial
local tax introduced that year in England by Margaret Thatcher. He did end up paying it, but his announcement that
he was willing to go to jail rather than pay prompted the BBC, by charter an impartial public-service broadcaster, to
distance itself from him.[17]

Green Party, meeting with psychic healer
Icke had begun to flirt with fringe medicine and New Age philosophies during the 1980s, in an effort to find relief
from his arthritis, and this encouraged his interest in Green politics.[18] He wrote his second book in 1989, It Doesn't
Have To Be Like This, an outline of his views on the environment, and became involved with the Green Party from
1988 to 1991, rising to become one of their four Principal Speakers, a position the party had created in lieu of a
leader. The Observer called him "the Greens' Tony Blair."[19] He was regularly seen at high-profile events. He was
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invited in 1989 to debate animal rights during a televised debate at the Royal Institute of Great Britain, alongside
Tom Regan, Mary Warnock, and Germaine Greer, and in September 1990 his name appeared on advertisements for a
children's charity along with Audrey Hepburn, Woody Allen, and other celebrities.[20]
He wrote that 1989 was a time of considerable personal despair for him, and it was during this period that he began
to feel a presence around him.[21] In March 1990 he had a sudden feeling while standing in newsagent's that a
magnetic force was pulling his feet to the ground, and said he heard a voice tell him to look at a particular section of
books. One of the books there was by Betty Shine, a psychic healer in Brighton. He decided to visit her to ask for
help with his arthritis.[22]
Shine told him during their third meeting that she had a
message for him from Wang Yee Lee, a being who she said
looked like a Chinese mandarin and had Socrates standing
next to him.[23] The message was that Icke had been sent to
heal the Earth. He would become famous, but would face
opposition. The spirit world was going to pass ideas to him,
which he would speak about to others, sometimes not
understanding the words himself. She said he would write five
books in three years; that in 20 years there would be a
different kind of flying machine, where we could go wherever
we wanted and time would have no meaning; and there would
be earthquakes in unusual places, because the inner earth was
being destabilized by having oil taken from the seabed.[24]

Icke said he had a mystical experience near this pre-Inca
burial site in Peru.

As part of the process of making sense of this, he decided in February 1991 to visit the pre-Inca Sillustani burial
ground near Puno, Peru, and while there felt drawn to a large mound of earth, at the top of which lay a circle of
waist-high stones. As he stood in the circle, he again felt his feet pulled to the earth as if by a magnet, and an urge to
outstretch his arms. His feet started vibrating, and his head felt as though a drill was passing through it. Two
thoughts entered his mind: that people will be talking about this in 100 years, and then, "it will be over when you feel
the rain." He said his body started shaking as though plugged into an electrical socket and new ideas began to pour
into him. Then it started raining, and the experience ended as suddenly as it had begun. He described it later as the
"kundalini"—a term from Indian yoga describing a libidinal force that lies coiled at the base of the spine—exploding
up through his spine, activating his brain and his chakras, or energy centres, triggering a higher level of
consciousness.[25]
He returned to England and began to write a book about the experience, Truth Vibrations, which was published in
May that year. At a Green Party conference in Wolverhampton on 20 March 1991, before the book appeared, he
resigned from the party, telling them he was about to be at the centre of "tremendous and increasing controversy,"
and winning a standing ovation from them after the announcement.[26]

Turquoise period
What followed was what Icke calls his "turquoise period." He writes that he had been channelling for some time, and
had received a message through automatic writing that he was a "Son of the Godhead," interpreting "Godhead" as the
"Infinite Mind."[27] He now began to wear only turquoise, which he saw as a conduit for positive energy. He had met
Deborah Shaw, an English psychic living in Calgary, Alberta, in August 1990, and after he returned from Peru, they
began a relationship, which led to the birth of a daughter in December 1991. At one point, Shaw moved in with him
and his wife. Shaw changed her name to Mari Shawsun, while Icke's wife became known as Michaela, which she
said was an aspect of the Archangel Michael. They became known in the press as the "turquoise triangle."[19]
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In March 1991, a week after he resigned from the Green Party – and shortly after his father died – the three of them
held a press conference to announce that Icke was a son of the Godhead. He said the world would end in 1997,
preceded by a number of disasters, including a severe hurricane around the Gulf of Mexico and New Orleans,
eruptions in Cuba, disruption in China, a hurricane in Derry, and an earthquake on the Isle of Arran. Los Angeles
would become an island, New Zealand would disappear, and the cliffs of Kent would be under water by Christmas.
He told reporters the information was being given to them by voices and automatic writing.[28]
He wrote in 1993 that he had felt out of control during the press conference. He heard his voice predict the end of the
world, and was appalled. "I was speaking the words, but all the time I could hear the voice of the brakes in the
background saying, 'David, what the hell are you saying?'" His predictions were splashed all over the next day's front
pages, to his great dismay.[29]

Terry Wogan interview
The headlines attracted an invitation to appear on the BBC's prime-time Terry Wogan show, Wogan, on 29 April
1991. When asked if he was claiming to be the son of God, he did not disagree, and amid laughter from the studio
audience, he repeated that Britain would soon be devastated by tidal waves and earthquakes.[30] He also talked about
politics and the environment:
When you survey the world today ... when a child dies in this world of preventable disease every two
seconds, when the economic system of this world must destroy the Earth simply for that system to
survive; when you see all the wars, and when you see all the pain, and when you see all the suffering, is
it a force of love and wisdom and tolerance that is in control of this planet?[31]
The interview proved devastating for him. The BBC was criticized for allowing it to go ahead, Des Christy in The
Guardian calling it a "media crucifixion."[32] Wogan interviewed Icke again in 2006, acknowledging that his
comments during the first interview had been "a bit sharp."[30] Icke disappeared from public life for a time, unable to
walk down the street without people mocking him. His children were followed to school by journalists and ridiculed
by schoolmates, and his wife would open the back door to get the washing in only to find a camera crew filming
her.[33] He told Jon Ronson in 2001:
One of my very greatest fears as a child was being ridiculed in public. And there it was coming true. As
a television presenter, I'd been respected. People come up to you in the street and shake your hand and
talk to you in a respectful way. And suddenly, overnight, this was transformed into "Icke's a nutter." I
couldn't walk down any street in Britain without being laughed at. It was a nightmare. My children were
devastated because their dad was a figure of ridicule.[]

Writing and lecturing
Icke said the interview had been the making of him in the end, that the laughter had set him free. He wrote that every
bridge back to his past was ablaze, giving him the courage to develop his ideas without caring what anyone thought
of him.[34] He continued to write, turning himself into a prolific and popular author and speaker, and in 1995 set up
his own publisher, Bridge of Love Publications, later called David Icke Books.[35] He met his second wife, Pamela
Leigh Richards, in Jamaica in 1997. He and Linda divorced in 2001, though they remain the best of friends, and she
is involved in the management of his publishing business. He and Pamela married in 2001 and separated in 2008.[36]
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Lewis and Kahn write that Icke has produced a consolidation
of all conspiracy theories into one project with unlimited
explanatory power, his work cutting across class lines and
political divisions.[37] By 2006 he had lectured in 25
countries, his lectures were attracting audiences of several
thousand, his books had been translated into eight languages,
and his website was getting 600,000 hits a week. The Biggest
Secret went through six reprintings between 1999 and 2006,
and Alice in Wonderland and the World Trade Center
Disaster (2002) became a top-five seller in South Africa.[35]
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Icke addressed the Oxford Union in 2008.

He has become known in particular for his lengthy lectures,
sometimes speaking for up to eight hours, then selling DVDs of the talks produced by his ex-wife, Linda Atherton.
In February 2008 he was invited to address the Oxford Union, the University of Oxford's debating society. His book
tour for Human Race Get Off Your Knees: The Lion Sleeps No More (2010) encompassed lectures in Australia,
Croatia, the Netherlands, and the United States, and ends in October 2012 with a talk at London's Wembley Arena,
tickets ranging from ₤35 to ₤55. During the tour, he received a standing ovation in November 2011 in New York
after an eight-hour lecture to a 2,000-strong crowd at the Nokia Theater in Times Square.[38]
He stood for parliament in the UK in July 2008 as "Big Brother—The Big Picture" in the Haltemprice and Howden
by-election, coming 12th with 110 votes and losing his deposit. He explained that he stood because, "if we don't face
this now we are going to have some serious explaining to do when we are asked by our children and grandchildren
what we were doing when the global fascist state was installed. 'I was watching EastEnders, dear' will not be good
enough."[39]

Key ideas
Icke combines metaphysical discussion about the nature of the universe and consciousness with conspiracy theories
about public figures being satanic paedophiles, and how apparently unconnnected events are in fact attempts to
control humanity. He argued in The Biggest Secret that human beings originated in a breeding program run by a race
of reptilians called Anunnaki from the Draco constellation, and that what we call reality is just a holographic
experience; the only reality is the realm of the Absolute. He believes in a collective consciousness that has
intentionality; in reincarnation; in other possible worlds that exist alongside ours on other frequencies; and in
acquired characteristics, arguing that our experiences change our DNA by downloading new information and
overwriting the software. We are also able to attract experiences to ourselves by means of good and bad thoughts.[40]

Global Elite
Further information: New World Order (conspiracy theory)
Icke argues that humanity was created by a network of secret societies run by an ancient race of interbreeding
bloodlines from the Middle and Near East, originally extraterrestrial. Icke calls them the "Babylonian Brotherhood."
The Brotherhood is mostly male. Their children are raised from an early age to understand the mission; those who
fail to understand it are pushed aside. The spread of the reptilian bloodline encompasses what Norman Simms calls
the odd and ill-matched, extending to 43 American presidents, three British and two Canadian prime ministers,
various Sumerian kings and Egyptian pharaohs, and a smattering of celebrities such as Bob Hope. Key Brotherhood
bloodlines are the Rockefellers, the Rothschilds, various European royal and aristocratic families, the establishment
families of the Eastern United States, and the British House of Windsor—Icke identified the Queen Mother in 2001
as "seriously reptilian."[41]
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The Illuminati, Round Table, Council on Foreign Relations, Chatham House, the Trilateral Commission, the
Bilderberg Group, the International Monetary Fund, and the United Nations, are all Brotherhood created and
controlled, as are the media, military, CIA, Mossad, science, religion, and the Internet, with witting or unwitting
support from the London School of Economics.[42] At the apex of the Brotherhood stands the "Global Elite,"
identified throughout history as the Illuminati, and at the top of the Global Elite stand the "Prison Wardens." The
goal of the Brotherhood—their "Great Work of Ages"—is world domination and a micro-chipped population.[41]

Reptoid hypothesis
Icke introduced the reptoid hypothesis in The Biggest Secret (1999), which identified the Brotherhood as
descendents of reptilians from the constellation Draco, who walk on two legs and appear human, and who live in
tunnels and caverns inside the earth. He argues that the reptilians are the race of gods known as the Anunnaki in the
Babylonian creation myth, Enûma Eliš.[43] According to Barkun, Icke's idea of "inner-earth reptilians" is not new,
though he has done more than most to expand it.[44]
Lewis and Kahn write that Icke has taken his "ancient astronaut"
narrative from the Israeli-American writer, Zecharia Sitchin, who
argued—for example in Divine Encounters (1995)—that the
Anunnaki had come to Earth for its precious metals. Icke argues
that they came specifically for "monoatomic gold," a mineral he
says can increase the carrying capacity of the nervous system ten
thousandfold. After ingesting it, the reptilians can process vast
amounts of information, speed up trans-dimensional travel, and
shapeshift from reptilian to human form.[46] They use human fear,
guilt, and aggression as energy. "Thus we have the encouragement
of wars," he wrote in 1999, "human genocide, the mass slaughter
of animals, sexual perversions which create highly charged
negative energy, and black magic ritual and sacrifice which takes
place on a scale that will stagger those who have not studied the
subject."[47] Lewis and Kahn argue that Icke is using allegory to
depict the alien, and alienating, nature of global capitalism.[48]

The Draco constellation from Uranographia by
Johannes Hevelius, 1690. Icke's "reptoid hypothesis"
posits that humanity is ruled by descendents of
[45]
reptilians from Draco.

Icke writes that the Anunnaki have crossbred with human beings, the breeding lines chosen for political reasons,
arguing that they are the Watchers, the fallen angels, or "Grigori," who mated with human women in the Biblical
apocrypha. Their first reptilian-human hybrid, possibly Adam, was created 200,000–300,000 years ago. There was a
second breeding program 30,000 years ago, and a third 7,000 years ago. It is the half-bloods of the third breeding
program who today control the world, more Anunnaki than human, he writes. They have a powerful, hypnotic stare,
the origin of the phrase to "give someone the evil eye," and their hybrid DNA allows them to shapeshift when they
consume human blood.[49]
In Children of the Matrix (2001), he added that the Anunnaki bred with another extraterrestrial race called the
"Nordics," who had blond hair and blue eyes, to produce a race of human slave masters, the Aryans. The Aryans
retain many reptilian traits, including cold-blooded attitudes, a desire for top-down control, and an obsession with
ritual, lending them a tendency toward fascism, rationalism, and racism. Lewis and Kahn write that, with the Nordic
hypothesis, Icke is mirroring standard claims by the far right that the Aryan bloodline has ruled the Earth throughout
history.[50]
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Dimensions
The reptilians not only come from another planet, but are also from another dimension, the lower level of the fourth
dimension, the one nearest the physical world. Icke writes that the universe consists of an infinite number of
frequencies or dimensions that share the same space, just like television and radio frequencies. Some people can tune
their consciousness to other wavelengths, which is what psychic power consists of, and it is from one of these other
dimensions that the Anunnaki are controlling this world—though just as fourth-dimensional reptilians control us,
they are controlled, in turn, by a fifth dimension. The lower level of the fourth dimension is what others call the
"lower astral dimension." Icke argued that it is where demons live, the entities Satanists summon during their rituals.
They are, in fact, summoning the reptilians.[51] Barkun argues that the introduction of different dimensions allows
Icke to skip awkward questions about which part of the universe the reptilians come from, and how they got here.[52]

Problem-reaction-solution
In Tales From The Time Loop (2003), Icke argues that most organized religions, especially Judaism, Christianity and
Islam, are Illuminati creations designed to divide and conquer the human race through endless conflicts, as are racial,
ethnic, and sexual divisions. He cites the Oklahoma City bombing and 9/11 as examples of events organized by the
Global Elite.[53] The incidents allow the Elite to respond in whatever way they intended to act in the first place, a
concept Icke calls "order out of chaos," or "problem-reaction-solution". He writes that there are few, if any, public
events that are not engineered, or at least used, by the Brotherhood:[19]
You want to introduce something you know the people won't
like. ... So you first create a PROBLEM, a rising crime rate,
more violence, a terrorist bomb ... You make sure someone
else is blamed for this problem ... So you create a "patsy," as
they call them in America, a Timothy McVeigh or a Lee
Harvey Oswald. ... This brings us to stage two, the
REACTION from the people—"This can't go on; what are
THEY going to do about it?" ... This allows THEM to then
openly offer the SOLUTION to the problems they have
created ..."[54]

Red Dresses
In Infinite Love is the Only Truth (2005), Icke introduces the idea of
"reptilian software." He says that there are three kinds of people. The
highest level of the Brotherhood are the "Red Dresses." These are
"software people," elsewhere called "reptilian software," or "constructs of
mind." They lack consciousness and free will, and their human bodies are
holographic veils.[55]

Image by Neil Hague from Icke's Infinite Love
is the Only Truth (2005), showing the
Brotherhood, or "Red Dresses." This image
depicts George W. Bush, Tony Blair and
Queen Elizabeth II as members of the
Brotherhood.

A second group, the so-called "sheeple"—the vast majority of
humanity—have what Icke calls "back seat consciousness." They are
conscious, but they do whatever they are told and are the main source of
energy for the Brotherhood. They include the "repeaters," the people in positions of influence who simply repeat
what other people have told them. Doctors repeat what they are told in medical school and by drug companies,
teachers repeat what they learned at teacher training college, and journalists are the greatest repeaters of all. The third
group, by far the smallest, are those who see through the illusion; they are people like Neo from the film, The Matrix.
They are usually dubbed dangerous or mad. The "Red Dress" genetic lines keep obsessively interbreeding to make
sure their bloodlines are not weakened by the second or third levels of consciousness, because consciousness can
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rewrite the software.[55]

Moon Matrix
The Moon Matrix is introduced in Human Race Get Off Your Knees: The Lion Sleeps No More (2010), in which he
writes that the Earth and the collective human mind are manipulated from the Moon, a spacecraft and
inter-dimensional, inter-density portal controlled by the reptilians. The Moon Matrix is a broadcast from that
spacecraft to the "human body-computer," specifically to the left hemisphere of the brain, which gives us our sense
of reality. He writes: "We are living in a dreamworld within a dreamworld—a Matrix within the virtual-reality
universe—and it is being broadcast from the Moon." Unless people force themselves to become fully conscious,
their minds are the Moon's mind, an idea further explored in his Remember Who You Are: Remember 'Where' You
Are and Where You 'Come' From (2012).[56]

Reception
Protests
In The Robots' Rebellion (1994), Icke introduced the idea that the Global Elite's plan for world domination was laid
out in The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a hoax published in Russia in 1903, which supposedly presented a plan by
the Jewish people to take over the world.[57] According to Mark Honigsbaum, Icke refers to it 25 times in the Robot's
Rebellion, calling it the "Illuminati protocols."[58]
The Protocols portrays the Jewish people as "cackling villains from a
Saturday matinee," as Jon Ronson put it in his documentary about Icke, David
Icke, the Lizards and the Jews (2001).[57] It was published in English in 1920
by The Dearborn Independent, Henry Ford's newspaper, becoming mixed up
with conspiracy theories about anti-Christian Illuminati, international
financiers, and the Rothschilds, a Jewish banking dynasty. After it was
exposed that year as a hoax by The Times of London, Michael Barkun writes
that it disappeared from mainstream discourse until interest in it was renewed
by the American far right in the 1950s.[57] Barkun argues that Icke's reference
to it is the first of a number of instances of him moving dangerously close to
antisemitism.[60]

In his 2001 documentary about Icke, Jon
Ronson cited this cartoon, "Rothschild"
(1898), by Charles Léandre, arguing that
Jews have long been depicted as
lizard-like creatures out to control the
[59]
world.

Icke's use of the Protocols was greeted with dismay by the Green Party's
executive. They had allowed him to address the party's annual conference in
1992, despite the controversy over his Wogan interview, but in September
1994 decided to deny him a platform.[61] Icke wrote to The Guardian
protesting against the decision, denying that The Robots' Rebellion was
antisemitic, and rejecting racism, sexism and prejudice of any kind, but in the same letter insisted that whoever wrote
the Protocols "knew the game plan" for the 20th century.[62] Barkun argues that Icke was trying to have it both ways,
offended by the allegation of antisemitism while "hinting at the dark activities of Jewish elites."[63]
Alick Bartholomew of Gateway, Icke's former publisher, said that an early draft of And the Truth Shall Set You Free
(1995) contained material questioning the Holocaust, and that Icke was dropped because of it.[58] Sam Taylor wrote
in The Observer in 1997 that, having read the material, he did not believe it was antisemitic, but argued that Icke was
"tapping into a seriously paranoid, aggressive strain in U.S. society."[64] Louis Theroux cautioned in 2001 that it
might not only be unfair to Icke to allege that he is associating Jews with the Global Elite, but it also lends a
seriousness to ideas that would otherwise not deserve it.[65] Icke said it was "friggin' nonsense" that his reptiles
represented Jews. "There is a tribe of people interbreeding," he told Jon Ronson in 2001, "which do not, do not,
relate to any Earth race ... This is not a Jewish plot. This is not a plot on the world by Jewish people".[66]
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Icke was briefly detained by immigration officials when he entered Canada in 2000, after his name was added to a
watch list because of complaints from the Canadian Jewish Congress.[67] His books were removed from Indigo
Books, a Canadian chain, and several stops on his speaking tour were cancelled, as was a lecture in October 2000 at
Blackheath Concert Halls in London, for the same reason.[68] Human rights lawyer Richard Warman, working at the
time for the Canadian Green Party, took credit for much of this in Jon Ronson's documentary about Icke, which
catalogued some of the cancelled appearances.[69]

Academic views
Michael Barkun sees Icke as a professional conspiracy theorist of the Alex
Jones variety, and the most fluent of the genre.[70] He calls Icke's work
"improvisational millennialism," with an end-of-history scenario involving a
final battle between good and evil. Because everything is connected in the
conspiracist world view, Barkun writes, every source can be mined for links.
The greater the stigma attached to an idea, the more attractive it becomes, and
the vehemence with which the mainstream rejects an idea is almost a measure
of its validity. For Icke, the widespread ridiculing of the lizard theory is a
guarantee that there's something to it, Barkun argues.[52]
According to Barkun, Icke has actively tried to cultivate the far right. In 1996,
he spoke to a conference in Reno, Nevada, alongside opponents of the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act—which mandates background checks on
people who buy guns in the United States—including Kirk Lyons, a white
nationalist lawyer who has represented the Ku Klux Klan.[52]

Michael Barkun of Syracuse
University writes that Icke is the most
[70]
fluent of the conspiracy writers.

Barkun argues that the relationship between Icke, the militias, and the Christian
Patriots is complex because of the New Age baggage Icke brings with him, and he stresses that Icke is not actually a
member of any of these groups, but he has nevertheless absorbed the world view of the radical right virtually intact.
"There is no fuller explication of its beliefs about ruling elites than Icke's," he writes. Icke regards Christian patriots
as the only Americans who understand the truth about the New World Order, but he also told a Christian patriot
group: "I don't know which I dislike more, the world controlled by the Brotherhood, or the one you want to replace it
with."[52]
Tyson Lewis and Richard Kahn see Icke differently, more as a spiritual philosopher, arguing that it's not clear he
believes in the reptilians himself. They write that there is an almost obsessive-compulsive element to his writing,
which includes anything he can find to support a narrative that connects ancient Sumer to modern America, in a way
that "defies the laws of academic gravity," and which they say offers unlimited explanatory power. They argue that
the lizards may be allegorical, a Swiftian satire intended to alert people to the emergence of a global fascist state. In
Children of the Matrix, Icke writes that, if the reptilians did not exist, we would have to invent them. "In fact," he
says, "we probably have. They are other levels of ourselves putting ourselves in our face."[71]
Lewis and Kahn make use of Douglas Kellner's distinction in Media Spectacle (1995) between a reactionary clinical
paranoia—a mindset dissociated from reality—and a progressive, critical paranoia that confronts power. They argue
that Icke displays elements of both, writing that what they call his "postmodern metanarrative" may be a way of
giving ordinary people a narrative structure within which to question what they see around them.[72]
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David Icke Live at the Oxford Union Debating Society (2008)
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Peter Kolosimo
Peter Kolosimo, pseudonym of Pier Domenico Colosimo (15 December 1922 - 23 March 1984) was an Italian
journalist and writer. Together with the later Erich von Däniken, he is ranked amongst the founders of
pseudoarchaeology (in Italian: fantarcheologia), a controversial topic which aims to study the origins of ancient
civilizations using theories and methods not accepted by the scientific community. He also popularised theories of
contact between extraterrestrial beings and ancient human civilizations.[1]
Born in Modena, he lived in Bolzano for much of his life. In 1969 he won the Premio Bancarella, one of Italy's most
prestigious literary prizes, for Non è terrestre ("Not from Earth"). His books were translated in 60 countries,
including Russia, Japan and China.
Despite his highly controversial theories, he has been coordinator of the Italian Association of Prehistorical Studies.
Kolosimo died in Milan in 1984.

Selected bibliography
• Il pianeta sconosciuto (1959)
• Terra senza tempo (1964; translated into English as Timeless earth)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ombre sulle stelle (1966)
Non è terrestre (1968; translated as Not of this World)
Astronavi sulla preistoria (1972; translated as Spaceships in Prehistory)
Guida al mondo dei sogni (1974)
Odissea stellare (1974)
Fratelli dell'infinito (1975)
Polvere d'inferno (1975)
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Richard Charles Hoagland,[2] (born April 25, 1945 in Morristown, New Jersey[3] ) is an American author, and a
proponent of various conspiracy theories about NASA, lost alien civilizations on the Moon and on Mars and other
related topics.
His writings claim that advanced civilizations exist or once existed on the Moon, Mars and on some of the moons of
Jupiter and Saturn, and that NASA and the United States government have conspired to keep these facts secret. He
has advocated his ideas in two published books, several videotapes,[4][5][6] lectures,[7] interviews,[8][9] and press
conferences.[10] His views have never been published in peer-reviewed journals.[11] Hoagland has been described by
James Oberg of The Space Review and Phil Plait of Bad Astronomy as a conspiracy theorist and fringe
pseudoscientist.[12][13]

Background
Hoagland's self-reported curriculum vitae[3] includes positions as Curator of Astronomy & Space Science at the
Springfield Science Museum, 1964-7, and Assistant Director at the Gengras Science Center [14] in West Hartford CT
1967-8. He was a consultant to CBS News during the Apollo program[15]. He had a consultancy with NASA
Goddard Space Flight Center from 1974 until 1983, contributing documentation on the Orbiting Astronomical
Observatory project, among others. His résumé is null for the years 1984-present.
Hoagland appears regularly as "Science Adviser"[16] on Coast to Coast AM with George Noory. He has also
appeared on the BBC programs UFO Evidence & Conspiracy, and Mysteries in Space. Hoagland co-produced[15] a
radio program on WTIC (AM) of Hartford, Connecticut, The Night of the Encounter, which covered the July 14,
1965, Mariner 4 flyby of the planet Mars.[17] Hoagland authored the book The Monuments of Mars: A City on the
Edge of Forever, and co-authored the book Dark Mission: The Secret History of NASA,[18] which was ranked 21st on
the New York Times Best Seller list for Paperback Nonfiction for one week on November 18, 2007.[19]
Hoagland operates a website, The Enterprise Mission, which he describes as "an independent NASA watchdog and
research group attempting to figure out how much of what NASA has found in the solar system over the past 50
years has actually been silently filed out of sight as classified material". In late 2007, Hoagland released the
recording[6] of a National Press Club press conference held on October 30, 2007[20] in which Hoagland and Ken
Johnston, a former NASA employee who worked in the Lunar Receiving Laboratory during the Apollo missions,
announced that Johnston was ordered to destroy Apollo lunar images and data 40 years ago. Johnston states that he
secretly preserved these Apollo images in a private album of "about 1000 old NASA photos and other memorabilia"
from his time at NASA,[21] and some of these images were printed and discussed along with Johnston's story in the
Dark Mission book.[22] In December 2007, Project Camelot [23] released a 3-part ~3 hour interview with Hoagland[9]
where he talks about "the secret history of NASA", he shows lunar images and elaborates on his various claims about
the moon, and he talks about a variety of topics such as "hyperdimensional physics", ancient monuments, the
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Vatican, consciousness, and the year 2012.
In 1997, Hoagland received the Ig Nobel Prize for Astronomy,[24] a parody award given for outlandish or "trivial"
contributions to science. In November 2006, Conscious Media Network interviewed Hoagland.[25] Hoagland has
made numerous claims about the existence of intelligent extraterrestrial life, supported by digitally reprocessed
photographic evidence from planetary exploration and testimonials by former government and military officials.
During guest appearances on Coast to Coast AM With George Noory, Hoagland references longstanding friendships
with scientists from NASA and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory who, according to Hoagland, provide him with inside
information. However, on the 21 and 22 August 2008 radio show he stated "we do not depend on sources, when I say
so-and-so source told me, I have additional confirmation from another mechanism, usually the physics and terms of
numbers that backs up with what our source or sources have told us."

Hyperdimensional physics
Hoagland has proposed a form of physics he calls 'hyperdimensional physics'[26][27] which, supported by the work of
pseudoscientific overunity claimant Thomas E. Bearden,[28] he claims to represent the full implementation of James
Clerk Maxwell's original 20 quaternion equations,[29] instead of the reduced Maxwell's equations as amended by
Oliver Heaviside commonly taught today. These ideas are rejected by the mainstream physics community as
unfounded.
A tenet of these views holds that vast amounts of energy originating from dimensions we cannot perceive are
available at latitudes 19.5° both south and north on the Sun and every planet in the solar system. Hoagland points to
the colossal volcano, Olympus Mons, on Mars, as the supreme example, in addition to Earth's biggest volcano,
Mauna Loa on the island of Hawaiʻi, and the Anticyclonic storm on Jupiter. The center of Olympus Mons is at
18.3°N 227°E and the massive shield spans 14°N to 24°N.[30] Jupiter's Great Red Spot is centered at 22°S.
According to Hoagland,[31] an essential prediction of his theory is that a massive planet is yet to be discovered in the
solar system. To date, no research conducted in mainstream astronomy would appear to substantiate these theories.
Data from the WISE infra-red survey, released in March 2012, revealed no such object although the telescope was
more than sensitive enough to have detected such a planet. A Jupiter-sized planet would have been detectable as
much as a light-year away.

Mars, Face on Mars, and Cydonia
Hoagland claims "the Face on Mars" is part of a city built on Cydonia Planitia consisting of very large pyramids and
mounds arranged in a geometric pattern, with the ratios between measured angles roughly equaling mathematical
constants such as π (pi), e, and the square root of 2. He states that the ratio between the surface area of a sphere and
the surface area of the tetrahedron inscribed within it, 2.720699 (π × square root of 3/2), is an approximation of e
that Hoagland refers to as e'. Since e'/π (square root of 3 / 2) is −0.866, Hoagland speculates that the primary
meaning of the geometry of Cydonia is to emphasize the ratio of the sphere and circumscribed tetrahedron.[32] To
Hoagland, this is evidence that an advanced civilization might once have existed on Mars, and that NASA is
suppressing the evidence for reasons explained in a Brookings Institution report entitled Proposed Studies on the
Implications of Peaceful Space Activities for Human Affairs. In fact, although the report did state that it is a
possibility that such information would destabilize society, it did not itself even consider the question of withholding
information from the public. The report recommended that the question ought to be studied.[33]
On April 5, 1998, the Mars Global Surveyor probe sent back better images of the Cydonia region[34] that indicated
that the face was an irregularly shaped mountain. Hoagland contends these images were run through multiple filters
that degraded the original image in quality, giving it a catbox appearance which obscures what is really on Mars.[35]
On September 21, 2006, several new 3D views were released,[36] derived from the high-resolution stereo camera on
the European Space Agency's Mars Express orbiter. In response to their publication Hoagland remarked "Science is
not about what you can see. It's about what you can measure,", and Hoagland's co-author Mike Bara has accused the
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European Space Agency, which released that photo set, of fraud.[37] The image from the HiRISE camera on Mars
Reconnaissance Orbiter, released in April 2007, was so detailed that even Hoagland appears to have abandoned his
contention that the whole structure is a face. In the epilogue to his book released the following October, he analyzes
instead the details of the face mesa within the MRO frame that he says are "obviously collapsed geometric ruins
[with] parallel walls, multiple 3-D planes, twisted beams, and thin girders."[38]
In March 2010 the European Space Agency's Mars Express returned radar and visual data from Mars' larger moon,
Phobos, showing the moon in unprecedented detail. Hoagland wrote[39] that Phobos was revealed to be artificial, a
"manufactured" satellite. He added that ESA itself would announce this finding at the European Planetary Science
Congress [40] in Rome, in September 2010. The Phobos session at EPSC in fact announced that Phobos is probably
formed from re-accretion of orbiting debris.[41]
Hoagland also claims that the true color of Mars is salmon red with patches of greenish plant life and a light blue
sky.[42] This runs counter to widely accepted spectrographic observations.[43] He also claims that Mars was once the
moon of a larger planet which exploded, leaving Mars isolated,[44][45] that the advanced civilization on Mars had
prior warning of the cataclysm and so escaped via migration to planet Earth, eventually adapting to the environment
and becoming the present human race,[46] and that the numerous objects surrounding the landing sites of the Mars
Exploration Rovers are in fact pieces of Martian machinery.[47]

Life on Europa
Hoagland claims the theory concerning the presence of oceans, and possibly life, under the surface of Jupiter's moon
Europa, originated in an article he published in the January 1980 issue of Star & Sky magazine.[48] This claim is
disputed by Ralph Greenberg, a professor of Mathematics at the University of Washington, who asserts that such
theories were widely known in the 1970s, pointing out that Isaac Asimov, for example, promoted them in his 1979
book Extraterrestrial Civilizations.[49] Hoagland himself references the work of "Cassen, Peale, and Reynolds" in
the article.[50] Their computer modeling work looked at the possibility that tidal heating could maintain an ocean
beneath the icy surface.[51]

The Moon
Hoagland rejects the entire body of knowledge represented by professional selenology and asserts that there are large
semitransparent structures constructed of glass on the lunar surface, visible in some Apollo photography when the
images are digitally manipulated.[52] He goes on to say that NASA is suppressing knowledge of an ancient
civilization on the Moon, and that the advanced technology of this civilization is lying around on the Moon's
surface.[53][54] He has repeatedly alleged that the 12 moon-walkers, who would be well qualified to confirm the
existence of lunar artifacts and glass structures, have had their memories selectively edited via hypnosis so that they
no longer remember seeing evidence of a lunar civilization.[55] He has stated that a feature in an image of the lunar
surface, mistakenly believed by professional planetary scientists to be a rock, is actually the severed head of a
robot,[56] and that NASA is the originator of the "...we didn't go to the moon" hoax..[57]
On Coast to Coast AM on September 24/25 2009 Hoagland stated that the extremely thin film of water that had been
detected on the Moon[58] was obviously leaking from buried cities.[59]
On October 6/7 2009[60] he opined that the upcoming LCROSS lunar impact was targeted on a manned lunar base,
set up by "The Secret Space Program," and that the impact would reveal some secrets. He also said that the impact
would be recorded by ALSEP seismometers — the idea that ALSEP was turned off in September 1977 was "just
another NASA lie." 18 days after the LCROSS lunar impacts, Hoagland released a digitally manipulated copy of the
plume image released by NASA. Hoagland wrote[61] that the rectilinear pixellation pattern emphasized by his
manipulation of the photograph is in fact a ruined city.
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U.S. government conspiracy
Hoagland claims The United States government has covered up the presence of extraterrestrials, that the Space
Agency murdered the Apollo 1 astronauts,[62] that NASA missions to Mars are a "well documented interest of the
Bush family",[63][64] and that there is a clandestine space program which uses antigravity technology
reverse-engineered from lunar artifacts and communicated by secret societies.[65]
Hoagland further claims that President John F. Kennedy was assassinated by an agency or agencies opposed to his
stated policy[66] of inviting Nikita Khrushchev to create a joint U.S.–Soviet manned lunar effort.[65] He asserts that
Federal agencies such as the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and NASA are linked to
Freemasonry.[62][67][68][69]

NASA and the Egyptian Gods
Hoagland has written[70] and spoken[71] often about what he sees as NASA's "fanatical, relentless"[72] drive to pay
homage to the Egyptian gods Isis, Osiris, and Horus. Citing work by Robert Bauval and Graham Hancock on the
symbolism of the Great Pyramid at Giza, he explains that these gods are honored via their proxies, the stars Sirius
(Isis), the "belt" stars of Orion (Osiris), and Regulus (Horus). He has theorized that NASA preferentially arranges for
key space mission events to occur when these five stars are at any of five elevations (−33°, −19.5°, 0, 19.5° and 33°)
as seen from a significant place related to that space mission event.
As an example, he cites the fact that, at the exact time of the Lunar Orbit Insertion burn of Apollo 8, on 24 December
1968, the Orion belt star Mintaka was exactly on the horizon of the site in the Sea of Tranquility where the Apollo 11
Lunar Module would land seven months later.
He traces the origin of this obsession on the part of NASA to the geologist Farouk El-Baz, who is Egyptian by birth.
He has written that Dr. El-Baz was "the most powerful single individual in the American space program"[73] because
of his influence over Apollo landing site selection. One of the six Apollo landing sites satisfies Hoagland's Egyptian
criteria (Mintaka at 19.5° at the moment of landing of Apollo 12, with the landing occurring six minutes earlier than
scheduled.)
Hoagland has never said how many of the 135 Space Shuttle launches and 133 landings satisfy his criteria for
"fanatical, relentless" worship.

The Norwegian spiral
Hoagland has commented at great length[74][75][76] on the so-called Norway Spiral, an extraordinary display of light
seen over much of northern Norway on 9 December 2009, caused by the partial failure of a Russian SLBM test
flight. Hoagland draws special attention to the fact that this event occurred close to President Barack Obama's arrival
in Norway to accept the Nobel Peace Prize.
On 2–3 February 2010, on the Coast to Coast AM radio show,[77] Hoagland announced that the Russian SLBM had
in fact been captured by Dark Forces intent on preventing mankind's exploration of outer space. These Dark Forces,
he explained, were probably headed by Nazi officers who had escaped into space after World War II. To Hoagland,
this was a sufficient explanation of President Obama's desire to cancel Project Constellation, since Obama had
clearly accepted that any attempt to return to the Moon would be thwarted by the superior technology of the Nazis in
space.
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Elenin and YU55
During the summer and fall of 2011 Hoagland spoke and wrote extravagantly about comet C/2010 X1, also known
as Elenin after its discoverer, and asteroid 2005 YU55. At a June teleconference sponsored by Project Camelot he
gave the correct dates for closest approach to Earth for both bodies. He said that YU55 would come dangerously
close to both Earth and Moon while we were all distracted by Elenin.
At the Exopolitics conference in Leeds,[78] and again at the Awake & Aware conference[79] in Irvine, California, he
expounded a complex pseudo-statistical theory which he said proved that Elenin was not a comet but a spaceship,
sent by a prior Earthly civilization 13,000 years ago with a message for contemporary humanity[80]. His analysis
depended upon highly counter-rational calculations such as that the odds of any given comet having any given
inclination to the ecliptic are one in 360 divided by the inclination in degrees[81]. When, in late August, professional
cometary astronomers announced that Elenin had begun to break up, Hoagland denied this and showed an image[82]
which he said proved that the spaceship had a tetrahedral shield protecting it from coronal mass ejections.
On Coast to Coast AM, 21 October, he stated that two things persuaded him that the asteroid YU55 was also under
intelligent control. First, its rotation period was 19.5 hours. Second, it was perfectly spherical. Both factors later
turned out to be false, when better ephemerides and radar images[83] became available. In a further appearance on the
radio show, and on his Facebook page, he developed a theory that Elenin and YU55 had had coincident perihelions
and that the trajectory of YU55 had then been perturbed such that it would now impact the Moon. He said that he had
"numbers" to prove this but did not reveal what those numbers were. He advised his followers to store food, water
and cash because the lunar impact would be so spectacular that some public panic would ensue.
On Coast to Coast AM, 7 November, he stated that two separate "sources" had informed him that an Atlas-Centaur
was being launched from Vandenberg AFB that very night, on a mission to either observe or, more probably, to
deflect, the asteroid.
In the event, neither of these two bodies diverged from predicted paths. Elenin disintegrated completely into a dust
cloud. If there was a message for humanity it was not made public. Wrapping up this long drawn-out event,
Hoagland said on Coast to Coast AM, 2/3 April 2012, "I never said Elenin was a spaceship."[84]

Other claims
Hoagland has asserted that he was the "co-creator" of the Pioneer 10 plaque along with Eric Burgess,[85][86][87] that
the Saturnian moon Iapetus is an artificial world,[88] that Galileo, which burned up in Jupiter's atmosphere, caused a
mysterious black spot due to its nuclear power source,[89] that the 9/11 attacks were part of a pseudo-Masonic
conspiracy,[90][91] and that the Arecibo message was intentionally altered by author Carl Sagan.[92]
On December 9, 2007, Hoagland wrote that the vexatious problems NASA was then having with the “ECO” low-fuel
sensors in the space shuttle main fuel tank were due to what he called “Torsion Physics”, which he claimed would
never be resolved by conventional engineering.[93] On February 7, 2008, STS-122 launched successfully. In the
postlaunch press conference mission managers reported that the ECO sensors had performed flawlessly. The
problem had been traced to an external tank feed-through connector—and corrected using perfectly conventional
engineering. The mission ended, as planned, on February 20—and was called a complete success. He also asserts
that the orbital parameters of spin-stabilized satellites are influenced by an anti-gravity field in addition to the energy
imparted by their launch rockets, which has been kept secret for fifty years until revealed by himself in August
2008.[94] The February 2009 collision between Iridium 33 and Kosmos 2251 was "...deliberate, it was an act of
violence.", with the intent to make low earth orbit "uninhabitable", and to permit termination of the Space Shuttle
program and the Hubble space telescope. He stated on March 16 and 17, 2009 during the Coast to Coast AM show
that the Hubble repair mission STS-125, scheduled for May 2009, will be canceled in line with a policy allowing
NASA to devote resources to more inspiring programs (it was not). In addition, NASA statements about two
space-junk alerts in March 2009 were "lies." During the Coast to Coast AM programs on June 10 and 11, 2009,
Hoagland stated that NASA is destroying evidence of life on Mars through the heating of soil samples to high
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temperatures by the various rovers and landers, which has killed "Martians". During the Coast to Coast AM on May
21 and 22, 2009 he claimed that the Obama Administration could announce in the next few months that we have
found life on Mars, and that Interplanetary warfare is being waged right now in Earth orbit, conducted by factions of
a secret supra-national World Government.
On October 16/17, 2009,[95] he stated that the new Ares I-X rocket, scheduled for rollout on October 19 for launch
on October 27, would never reach the launch pad. In fact, Ares arrived at pad 39B on October 20, 2009.[96]
On December 2/3, 2010,[97] he said that the Shuttle Discovery mission STS-133, then on the launch pad, would be
the first post-Newtonian mission. He explained that the spacecraft would be powered to orbit by hyperdimensional
torsion, although he did not explain what he meant by that and was not pressed by host George Noory. STS-133 was
delayed by needed repairs to the external tank, but launched successfully, and conventionally, on 24 February 2011.
Hoagland is a proponent of the theory that all the planets in the solar system are warming, and rejects man-made
climate change. In 2004 he co-authored a report with David Wilcock to this effect.[98]

Responses by scientists
Many scientists have responded to Hoagland's claims and assertions. Professional astronomer Phil Plait described
Hoagland as a pseudoscientist and his claims as ridiculous.[99] In 2002, Ralph Greenberg, Professor of Mathematics
at University of Washington, Seattle, wrote a paper asserting that the logic of Hoagland's deductions from the
geometry of Cydonia Mensae is flawed[100] and says that Hoagland is not a trained scientist in any sense. The claim
that the crashing of the Galileo Probe into Jupiter caused a "mysterious black spot" on the planet has since been
disputed by both NASA and Dr. Plait. There is photographic evidence that a similar "black spot" was present in
imagery of Jupiter taken in 1998. A second image referenced by Dr. Plait shows a dark ring which looks similar to
the spot Hoagland cited.[101] In 1995 Malin Space Science Systems, NASA prime contractor for planetary imaging,
published a paper critiquing claims that the 'city' at Cydonia is artificial, the claimed mathematical relationships, and
— very specifically — denying any claims about concealing questionable data from the public.[102]

Publications
• Hoagland, Richard C. (2002). The Monuments of Mars: A City on the Edge of Forever. Frog, Ltd. 5th ed..
ISBN 978-1-58394-054-9.
• Hoagland, Richard C.; Bara, Mike (2007). Dark Mission – The Secret History of NASA. Feral House.
ISBN 978-1-932595-26-0.
• Hoagland, Richard C.; Bara, Mike (October 2009). Dark Mission – The Secret History of NASA, Revised and
Expanded Edition. Feral House. ISBN 978-1-932595-48-2.
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